Attachment 11








Name ________________________________
German Americans - A Tough Road
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Directions: Write at least two interesting facts about the following topics using the pictures provided and the accompanying paragraph.  Be sure to answer in complete sentences.

TheVoyage:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: image2.png]


The American Dream: __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________
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The Language Barrier: _______________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________​______
____________________________________
The Church: ________________________​​​​_
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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German Cuisine: _____________________​​_
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Teacher Key

German Americans- A Tough Road

Directions: Write at least two interesting facts about the following topics using the pictures provided and the accompanying paragraph.  Be sure to answer in complete sentences.

The Voyage: Many Germans that wanted to come to America did not have enough money to pay for their voyage.  If they were lucky, they would have a family member already in America that could pay for their ticket.  However, many times they would be forced to sign contracts to work off their debts over a period of years in exchange for their fare.  They would be a servant for the person that paid their way.  In order to work off a typical debt of $70 for a family to come across the Atlantic, a person would have to work as a servant for 3 years.

The American Dream: The dream of most German immigrants was to own a farm.  However, this dream occupation was not an easy one to live out.  Many had to first find work in the mines or in the manufacturing business.  These industries did not provide the workers with safety equipment or safe working conditions.  If a person was hurt, they found themselves without any income.  Starting a farm in the 19th century typically took $1,200.  This was more than the average worker in the mines or manufacturing business would make in an entire year.  It was very hard to save this amount of money because of family and living expenses.  
The Language Barrier: Germans were limited to only a few jobs because of the language barrier, which caused them to not easily integrate into American society.  This caused many German immigrants to form their own settlements.  They built homes that they were familiar with.  They looked just like the ones found in typical German towns.  

The Church: In German settlements, German immigrants could find the churches that were so important to them.  This served as another pull factor that attracted them to German settlements in the United States.  

German Cuisine: In German settlements, German immigrants could find the foods that they were familiar with, such as sausage and sauerkraut.  Germans that were skilled in the area of cooking could also open their own businesses, rather than finding work in the agricultural, mining, or manufacturing businesses.  

Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org American History Grant 2009-10                            6-1-10

All copyrights are reserved. 


