Attachment 3

The American Dream

Directions: Read the following skit and try to figure out the meanings of the highlighted words.  Then, use the Frayer Models to write the definition, characteristics of, example of, and non-examples of each vocabulary words.  

Narrator: Three German farmers are working hard on a small farm in Germany.  The year is 1830.  

Dwight: My dear wife, I don’t know how much longer I can do this.  My back aches every night!  And for what?  We can hardly survive on this small plot of land that my father left me.  

Sarah: I know how you feel.  I have had it with agriculture.  Tending to the crops and animals is getting old.  I want find a new occupation, like owning a restaurant.  I could serve traditional German food, like sausage.  But we cannot save up enough money!

Little John: Yeah Mom!  You could make sausages!  You make the best sausages!  What are you making to eat tonight Mom?

Sarah: What do you think?

Little John:  Sausages!

Dwight: Maybe we should think about immigrating to the United States.  We have a lot of family that has moved from Germany to the United States already.  I am sure that they would be happy to see us.  

Sarah: My sister wrote me the other day from Ohio.  She told me that the soil was rich and fertile there.  She also said that land was cheap!  And get this, they even have our German church there!  We have not had the freedom to attend the church that we choose to for so long.  

Dwight: I know!  It is so depressing.  We have been oppressed for so long by our own government.  They will not allow us to make our own choices about our leaders or what religion we want to be.  They make our choices for us.  Would you like to go to the United States John?

Little John:  Yeah, yeah!  I want to see Aunt Jane!  Maybe I could go to school there, too.  

Sarah:  My sister told me that her husband has a job working in the mining industry.  They don’t mind that his English is not very good because he spends his days digging coal out of deep tunnels.  He doesn’t have to speak a whole lot.  They can then use the coal to heat their homes.  My cousin Eddie got a job in the manufacturing business.  He works in a factory where they make clothes and other items out of cotton.  

Dwight:  But have they integrated into the American Society?

Little John:  Inte……what?

Sarah:  Integrated.

Little John:  Ohhhh, integrated.

Dwight:  That is when one culture is accepted by another culture.  They live in the same areas, socialize with the other culture, and treat each other as equals.

Sarah:  No, unfortunately.  They have not integrated.  They live a neighborhood that is made up of almost all Germans.  Their buildings look that same as they do here.  They also have German restaurants and churches.  

Dwight: It is a risk, but I think that we should go for it.  

Narrator: And with that the family began saving their money so they too could join the American dream.  
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