President’s Problems







Attachment 6A

Name: _______________________________________
Period: ______________

Problem 1:

You have just become President. Your old country had a king and some
people think you should be a king too. 

You know that the decisions you make could set a precedent for future presidents, and you need to set the rules.

What Could You Do?  Possible Solutions:

*Hey, you could be KING!! Go for it!

· Pros: Money, power, my children could be kings too.
· Cons: Our people just broke away from a king.
*Be President for life, no one’s going to stop you.

· Pros: No changes in government, I would have a lot of power.
· Cons: Maybe I don’t want to be President for life, and I would have too much power.
*Set limits to the Presidency, make it an honorable position and set up advisors. Remember as the first President, everything I do could set the standard.
· Pros: I have a chance to create a new country ruled by the people.
· Cons: I have to work with others and can’t do whatever I want to do.
What Would You Do?

Why?

Name: _______________________________________
Period: ______________

Problem 2:

The new government is broke because they spent all the money to fight the
American Revolution.  Now I feel the government needs an army, but how
can we find a way to pay for it?
In addition, we owed France a lot of money.

What Could You Do?  Possible Solutions:

*Raise taxes

· Pros: I can get the money you need.
· Cons: Our people just fought a war to get away from a king that raised taxes. The people might rebel.

*Don’t have an army

· Pros: I wouldn’t need the money to pay the military anymore.
· Cons: Our government would be weak; anyone, including a foreign power, could take over our country.

*Forget France! Don’t pay them back.

· Pros: I won’t pay any more of our outstanding debts and save money.
· Cons: Our country wouldn’t be trusted.  It would be bad for our nation’s image and integrity and if we would ever needed help again.

What Would You Do?

Why?

Name: _______________________________________
Period: ______________

Problem 3:

I just beat Britain in the Revolution with help from France.  
France and Britain are at war now, and Britain has caught some of our trading ships and forced them into  their war.
Our country needs foreign alliances.

What Could You Do?  Possible Solutions:

*Help France and remain Allies with them.

· Pros: France helped in the Revolution, and I can keep our friendship.
· Cons: Britain will keep stealing our ships and fighting with us.
*Stay aloof and out of other countries business, it’s not our war!

· Pros: I don’t have to get involved.
· Cons: France and Britain will be our enemies.
*Repair your relationship with England.
· Pros: They will stop taking our ships and we can trade again.
· Cons: France will be angry.
What Would You Do?

Why?

 Name:  _______________________________________
Period: ______________

Problem 4:

Our new country has 13 states. To the west is a territory you have claimed.
Indians live there and have been attacking settlers. 
Other countries might be interested in the land, and the British have not left all their forts in the area. 

What Could You Do?  Possible Solutions:

*You have enough to worry about, let someone else have it.
· Pros: I can deal with our own country’s problems.
· Cons: England, France, Spain, who might take over the land and our country, can’t get any more power in the area.

*Send in the army! Push the Indians out!  I want the land; our people need it for expansion.

· Pros: Now we have official borders to our territory.  I want to expand the country eventually and have Indians to the west of the territory to keep other countries away.
· Cons: I have to police it, get the British out, and make treaties with the Natives.
* Americans moved and settled the land without any official permission. That’s how our 13 colonies became the 13 states in the first place.

· Pros: Our people are expanding into the wilderness.
· Cons: Our people don’t have any protections from other countries or from the Natives.
What Would You Do?

Why?
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