Attachment 3


Ohio’s Canals and Railroads
Between 1825 and 1845 canals were being built across Ohio.  The Miami and Erie Canal linked Toledo with the Ohio River, while the Ohio and Erie Canal linked Cleveland to the Ohio River.  Along the canals, cities began to appear.  Restaurants, stores and hotels brought more and more people to these cities.  Farmers could now ship their produce to faraway cities while still staying on their farms.  People could now travel to Ohio more quickly than by traveling by wagon.  These canal cities would also be busier in the winter when the canals froze.  The canal boat families would need to have a place to stay because the canal boats couldn’t move.  

Even before the last canals were built, the first railroad tracks were being put down.  By 1850 Ohio had laid 300 miles of track.  During the next ten years more than 3,000 miles of track would be put down.  Ohio’s first railroad was completed by 1836.  It connected Toledo to Adrian, Michigan and was called the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad.  Horses would pull the train, and it would take 3 hours to travel 33 miles!  New cities were now being built along the railroads, and people would begin to move to these cities for new jobs.  People often moved from the canal cities to those located near the railroad. Farmers would still be able to stay on their farms while sending their produce to markets that were farther away. Railroads, unlike the canals, could run all year long, they didn’t need to stop for the winter.  By 1890, most of Ohio’s goods would be shipped by trains.

Eventually the canals would begin to lose business because of the railroads, and trains would become the main source of transportation.
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