Attachment 5 B

Political Cartoon Analysis

Name ____________________________

	Visuals
	Words (not all cartoons include words)



	Level One:

1.  List the objects or people 

     you observe in the cartoon.
Capital Building
Washington Monument
petition

brief cases

paint can and brush

picket signs

McCarthy

government officials

Uncle Sam


	1.  Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.

Say, what ever happened to 'freedom-from-fear'?
2.  Record three words/phrases used by the cartoonist to identify objects or people within the cartoon.

civil rights, petition, smear, if you ain’t for Franco & Chiang you’re for un-American 
3.  Record any important dates or numbers that appear in the cartoon.

Aug. 13, 1951


	Level Two:

2.  Which of the objects on your 

     list are symbols?

Capital Building
Washington Monument
paint can with “smear”
3.  What do you think each symbol means?

Buildings:  freedom – true Americans
Paint:  targeted language and negative intent


	4.  Which words/phrases in the cartoon appear to be the 

     most significant?  Why do you think so?

Truman’s terms:  scaremongers and hatemongers
The title concerning freedom – because people are fearful to sign petitions and to be identified with a specific statement.
Smear on the paint can – what will happen to the people painted as Reds by McCarthy
5.  List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in  

     the cartoon
fear – running away

down trodden – slumped shoulders + tape on mouths

frowns on the people behind McCarthy

puzzled look from man listening to Uncle Sam.


	Level Three:

A.  Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.  People either run away from McCarthy or try to hide their real thoughts. 
B.  Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.  The people are trying to figure out how to handle accusations. 
C.  Explain the message of the cartoon.  Check the reliability and validity of claims made by individuals before drawing any conclusions.  
D.  What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's message?  Why?
Disagree:  McCarthy’s supporters believe his statements.  Agree:  Truman and government officials who have additional evidence to disprove McCarthy’s claims.  
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