Attachment 5D

Reaction to the Fugitive Slave Law
Answer Key
Read each of the following statements from the authors of the synopsis who reacted to the Fugitive Slave Law.  After each statement write the appreciate label(s):

· cultural bias – prejudice – stereotyping 

· social consequence – political consequence – economic consequence   
Let it be placed among the abominations!..........S. M. Africanus, Hartford, Ct.
SYPNOSIS OF THE LAW.

1. It clothes any ruffian who may be commissioned to act in this new and infamous office of Slave-Catcher, with magisterial and judicial authority. (social, political cultural bias)

[ruffian = stereotyping the brutality of the slave catchers]
2. It commands and requires good citizens to aid in this heartless and brutal business, imposing the work of bloodhounds upon them. (political and social consequence)

3. It authorizes such kidnappers and rascals as may choose to do so, to arrest or seize persons without "due process of law." (political consequence)

4. It jeopardizes the liberty of every colored person, by requiring merely a "general description," and by casting out the evidence of the person arrested. (social prejudice)

5. It seeks to annul the writ of Habeas Corpus, which tends to secure justice and liberty by delivering a person from false imprisonment, or by removing a case from one court to another. (political consequences)

6. It imposes excessive fines. (political and economic consequences)

7. It denies the citizen a Jury Trial, where his liberty, and perhaps his life, is at stake. (cultural bias, prejudice)

Objections.--It violates the spirit and letter of the Constitution, in the form and manner of seizures or arrests; in its requirements upon good citizens, in imposing excessive fines, in crushing the Habeas Corpus, and in depriving the person arrested of a trial by a jury of his peers. (political consequences, cultural bias, economic consequences)

2. It contravenes the Law of Nature, which is the foundation of all human laws, and which, being dictated by the Almighty himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other. Therefore this enactment of Congress is both unjust and unreasonable, consequently becomes of no binding force--is null and void.  (cultural bias, prejudice, political consequences)

NOTES
Text of the law.; Includes "Synopsis of the law," critical of the legislation, signed by S.M. Africanus, Hartford, Ct., and poem in three parts.; Fugitive slaves--United States.; Slavery--United States.; Africanus, S. M.; 98-101767 

Printed Ephemera Collection; Portfolio 337, Folder 2.  [No publication date was provided.]
Assignment:

· Be prepared to justify your decision(s) for each statement.

Glossary


magisterial:  dictatorial, commanding authority


annul:  to void or stop a legal process


writ of Habeas Corpus: a writ ordering a prisoner to be brought before a judge.
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