Attachment 5A

Fugitive Slave Law: Primary Sources

Name _________________________
Directions:  Read the quotes from the Fugitive Slave Law.  Answer the questions in complete sentences.  

1. "A bill to amend the act entitled 'An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their masters.'"
"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled…”

· According to the above excerpt, what is the goal of the bill?

Who is establishing this bill?

2.
"Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the circuit courts of the United States, and the superior courts of each organized territory of the United States, shall from time to time enlarge the number of commissioners, with a view to afford reasonable facilities to reclaim fugitives from labor, and to the prompt discharge of the duties imposed by this act."
· To whom does the phrase “fugitives from labor” refer?

· According to Section 3, what can the courts do?

· Why would Congress give the courts this power?

3. 
"Sec 4. And be it further enacted, That the commissioners above named… shall grant certificates to such claimants, upon satisfactory proof being made, with authority to take and remove such fugitives from service or labor, under the restrictions herein contained, to the State or Territory from which such persons may have escaped or fled."
· What do the commissioners need in order to remove the fugitives?

· What problems do you foresee with this ruling?

4,
"Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, … and all good citizens are hereby commanded to aid and assist in the prompt and efficient execution of this law, whenever their services may be required, as aforesaid, for that purpose; and said warrants shall run and be executed by said officers anywhere in the State within which they are issued."
· What are citizens required to do?

· Why would Congress put this in the bill?

5. 
"Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That when a person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the United States has heretofore or shall hereafter escape into another State or Territory of the United States, the person or persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, her or their agent or attorney, duly authorised, by power of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified under the seal of some legal office or court of the State or Territory in which the same may be executed, may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person, either by procuring a warrant from some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district or county, for the apprehension of such fugitive from service or labor, or by seizing and arresting such fugitive, …"
· To whom does the phrase “person to whom such service or labor may be due” refer?

· What are they allowed to do?

6.
"Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person who shall knowingly and willingly 
obstruct, hinder, or prevent such claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or persons lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such a fugitive from service or labor, …, for either of said offences, be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, by indictment and conviction before the District Court of the United States …"
· What happens to a person who helps a fugitive?

· Why would Congress include this section?

7.
"Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That person or persons authorized to execute the 
process to be issued by such commissioners for the arrest and detention of fugitives from service or laborer as aforesaid shall also be entitled to a fee of five dollars each for each person he or they may arrest and take before any such commissioner as aforesaid…"
· What do the people get for returning the fugitives?

· What problems do you think may happen with the inclusion of this section?

8.
"Sec. 9 And be it further enacted, …it shall be the duty of the officer making the arrest to retain such fugitive in his custody, and to remove him to the State whence he fled, and there to deliver him to said claimant, his agent or attorney…"
· What does the person that captures the fugitive have to do?

9.
Why would Southern states support this bill?

10.
Why would Northern States not support this bill? 
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