Attachment 3

Document B: Excerpt from A Household History for All Readers by 
Benson J. Lossing (New York: Johnson and Miles, 1877) 

John Gray had a … ropewalk in Boston, where… patriotic men were employed. They often bandied … taunts with the soldiers …. On Friday, the 2nd of March (1770), a soldier who applied for work … was … ordered away. He challenged the men to a boxing-match, when he was … beaten. … he hastened to the barracks, and … returned with … companions, when they beat the rope-makers … . The citizens … assembled … with a determination to avenge … the workmen. Mr. Gray and the military authorities interfered, and prevented any further disturbance then. … It was resolved, by some … of the inhabitants, to renew the contest; and at the barracks the soldiers … prepared bludgeons [clubs]. They warned their particular friends in the city not to be abroad on Monday night, for there would be serious trouble. 
… both citizens and soldiers began to assemble …. By seven o’clock full seven hundred persons, … , were on King (now State) street, and, provoked by the … lawless soldiery, shouted: “Let us drive out these rascals! …” At the same time … soldiers (whom Dalrymple had doubtless released from the barracks for the purpose of provoking the people to commit some act of violence, and so give an excuse for letting loose the dogs of war) were … [in the] streets boasting of their valor…, and striking many [citizens] … . Meanwhile the populace … were increasing in numbers … and at about nine o'clock …, they attacked some soldiers …
…The soldiers scattered and ran about the streets, knocking people down and raising the fearful cry of Fire! At the barracks on Brattle Street … [t]he soldiers rushed out, and, leveling their muskets, threatened … the crowd. Just then an officer was crossing the street, when a barber’s boy cried out: “There goes a mean fellow, who will not pay my master for shaving him.” A sentinel … ran out and knocked the boy down with his musket. 

The cry of fire and the riotous behavior of the soldiers caused an alarm-bell to be rung. … Many men came out with canes … for self-defense, to learn the occasion of the uproar.  … Some … leading citizens present tried to persuade them to disperse … when a tall man… appeared among them, and began a … harangue against the … troops. He concluded his … speech by … shouting: “To the main-guard! … There is the nest!” It is believed that the orator … was Samuel Adams. 
The populace … echoed the shout…  [and] … passing the Custom-house, the barber's boy cried out: “There's the scoundrel who knocked me down!” … The crowd … began pelting him with snow-balls and bits of ice, …. He raised his musket and pulled the trigger. … it missed fire, …. He ran up the Customhouse steps, but, unable to enter …, he called … for help. Captain Preston, … , sent eight men, with unloaded muskets …, to help their … comrade.  [T]hey, too, were pelted with snow-balls and ice; and Crispus Attucks, …shouted: "Let us fall upon the nest! …  The soldiers … loaded their guns. 
Then some [men] pressed on them with clubs, struck their muskets and cried out, "You are cowardly rascals for bringing arms against naked men." Attuck shouted: "You dare not fire!" and called upon the mob behind him: "Come on! Don't be afraid! They daren't fire!” … Captain Preston came up…  and tried to appease the multitude. Attucks aimed a blow … which Preston parried …. It fell upon [a] musket… and knocked it to the ground. Attucks seized the bayonet, and a struggle … ensued. Voices behind Preston cried out, "Why don't you fire?" The struggling soldier hearing the word fire, just as he gained possession of his musket, drew up his piece and shot Attucks dead. Five other soldiers fired at short intervals, without being restrained by Preston. … Of the eleven [shot], only one (Attucks) had … taken part in the disturbance. The crowd dispersed; and when citizens came to pick up the dead, the … soldiers would have shot them, if the captain had not restrained them. 
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