Attachment 9

Name: _______________________________________  

Period: __________
Directions:  Choose any TWO of the documents.  Compare and contrast them in the noted areas to determine which one is the most reliable document.

The two documents I have chosen are:

	· Document A

· Document B
	· Document C
· Document D
	· Document E


When were they written?


Document _______: ___________________________


Document _______: ___________________________

By whom were they written?


Document ______: ___________________________________________________


Document ______: ___________________________________________________

Are they Primary or Secondary sources?


Document ______: ___________________________________________________


Document ______: ___________________________________________________

What was the immediacy of the document?


Document _______: __________________________________________________

Document _______: __________________________________________________

What was the motive of the document?



Document _______: __________________________________________________

Document _______: __________________________________________________

What was the bias of the document?

Document _______: __________________________________________________


Document _______: __________________________________________________

Determine the LEAST RELIABLE document and state why you came to this decision.

I found that Document ____ was the MOST RELIABLE of the given documents. The evidence includes:

________________________________________________________________________

Determine the LEAST RELIABLE document and state why you came to this decision.

I found that Document ____ was the LEAST RELIABLE of the given documents because: 

Sample Answer Key:  The answers will be dependent upon the selected documents.
The following are only suggested answers for the documents chosen by the students.  Teachers must use judgment whether the final answers are based on logic and factual evidence.

Directions:  You are to choose any TWO of the documents available and determine the reliability of a document.  Select two documents and explain why one is more reliable than the other.  

The two documents I have chosen are:

· A: 
“Recollection of George Hewes” from James Hawkes’s A Retrospect of the 
Boston Tea Party (New York, 1834)
· B: 
Excerpt from A Household History for All Readers by Benson J. Lossing

 (New York: Johnson and Miles, 1877)
· C:
The Account of The Boston Massacre  (As reported in The Boston Gazette 
and Country Journal) Monday, March 12, 1770.

· D:
Captain Preston offered his views of the events of March 5 in a deposition.  
March 12, 1770
· E:
July, 1770, Copies of A Short Narrative of the Horrid Massacre in Boston 
began circulating in Boston. (Samuel Adams was rumored to have a hand in the writing.)
When were they written?

· A:
1834
· B:
1877

· C:
March 12, 1770
· D:
March 12, 1770
· E:
July, 1770
By whom were they written?

· A:
George Hewes, told to and written by James Hawkes
· B:
Benson J. Lossing
· C:
Newspaper reporters
· D:
Captain Preston
· E:
Samuel Adams  (Many historians credit him as the author of the document.)
Are they Primary or Secondary sources?

· A:
Accept Primary OR Secondary if explained as Hewes’ word told to J. Hawkes
· B:
Secondary
· C:
Secondary
· D:
Primary
· E:
Secondary
What was the immediacy of the document?

· A:
NOT Immediate (written after 60 years)
· B:
NOT Immediate (written after 100 years)

· C:
Immediate (written soon after event)
· D:
Immediate (written soon after event)

· E:
Immediate (written soon after event)
What was the motive of the document?

· A:
For financial gain, for reputation of author
· B:
For financial gain, for reputation of author

· C: 
For financial gain, to sell newspapers, to report news

· D:
To save himself and his men at the upcoming trials

· E:
To influence potential jurors at the upcoming trials

What was the bias of the document?

· A:
American bias
· B:
American bias, but less so as it was an attempt to be a historical account. 


· C:
American bias, but less so as it was an attempt to be a historical account,

or more so as it was a Boston newspaper

· D:
English bias

· E:
American bias

I found that Document (see below) was the MOST RELIABLE of the given documents because:

· A:
This was the MOST RELIABLE because the author was actually THERE and 

had firsthand knowledge of the event. 
· B:
This was the MOST RELIABLE because the author was attempting to write a 

historical account so had nothing to gain by lying.

· C:
This was the MOST RELIABLE because it was a very immediate account in 

the local newspaper. 

· D:
This was the MOST RELIABLE because the author was actually THERE, 

and had firsthand knowledge of the event.  Preston was the only version from the English point of view.

· E:
This has questionable RELIABLE because it was an anonymous account, 

and the purpose and position of the writer cannot be traced. 

I found that Document (see below) was the LEAST RELIABLE of the given documents because:

· A:
This was the LEAST RELIABLE because it was written over 60 years after

the fact, possibly to improve the teller’s reputation and importance, and could have been paraphrased by the writer.

· B: 
This was the LEAST RELIABLE because it was written over 100 years after 

the event.

· C: 
This was the LEAST RELIABLE because it was the local newspaper of the 

town that was being singled out by the English as “troublemakers.”

· D: 
This was the LEAST RELIABLE because the author was on trial for murder.

· E: 
This was the LEAST RELIABLE because it was written months after the 

event, was written anonymously, and seemed biased for the Americans. 

Rubric:
Page 1 of the Summative Assessment

4 Points

The student indicates an understanding of how to analyze the reliability of given documents based on:

· a primary or secondary source (1 point)

· for immediacy (1 point)

· for motive (1 point)

· for bias (1 point)
3 Points

The student indicates an understanding for 3 of the 4 requirements.

2 Points

The student indicates an understanding for 2 of the 4 requirements.

1 Point

The student indicates an understanding for 1 of the 4 requirements.

0 Points

The student indicates no understanding of how to analyze given documents as a primary or secondary source, for immediacy, motive and bias to determine their reliability. 

Rubric:
Page 2 of the Summative Assessment  

4 Points

The student wrote a thorough and complete response to:

· why the document was the most reliable  (2 points)

· why the other document was the least reliable (2 points)

· only one point will be awarded to a partial but incomplete explanation for each document. 

3 Points

The student indicates a complete understanding of one document and a partial but incomplete explanation of the other document. 

2 Points

The student indicates a complete understanding of one document
1 Point

The student indicates a partial but incomplete explanation of one document. 

0 Points

The student indicates no understanding of the application of criteria to determine the reliability of information.  
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