Attachment 13

1. 

Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth’s name at birth was Isabella Baumfree. She was born a slave in 1797 in New York State. When she was a young woman, one of her children was sold to a slave owner in Alabama. Even though slavery existed in New York until 1827, buying and selling slaves in New York was illegal. Sojourner went to the courts and asked that her son be freed. 

Sojourner was a very active abolitionist. She gave speeches about slavery all over New York. She shared her experiences as a slave with her audiences. Later she wrote a book about slavery. The title of the book was, The Narrative (Story) of Sojourner Truth.

Sojourner also thought women should have the same rights as men. At a national women’s conference in Akron, Ohio in 1851, she spoke about how hard she had worked and she thought that she should be paid the same amount as men doing the same job. 

During the Civil War Sojourner helped to recruit African American men for the Union army. After the war Sojourner lived in Washington, D.C. She helped set up a hospital for former slaves. She still worked for equal rights of African Americans and tried to change the rules about where black people could sit on the public streetcars.
1. Biographical information on Sojourner Truth is available from many sources.
2.
Photograph of Sojourner Truth
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2. “Sojourner Truth, I Sell the Shadow to Support the Substance,” Eastern District, Michigan,1864, Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?scsmbib:1:./temp/~ammem_nnrW::@@@mdb=mcc,gottscho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cowellbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,bdsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suffrg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib,hlaw,papr,lhbumbib,rbpebib,lbcoll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,gottlieb,aep,qlt,coolbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff,afc911bib,mjm,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,ftvbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,flwpabib,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,curt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fine,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afcwip,mtaft,manz,llstbib,fawbib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldingbib,sgproto,scsmbib,afccalbib, (accessed August 30, 2010).

3.

Excerpt from Narrative of Sojourner Truth

Speech before the national women’s conference in Akron, Ohio, 1851
Dat man ober dar say dat women needs to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have de best place every whar. Nobody eber help me into carriages, or ober mud puddles or give me any best place, and ar’n’t I a woman? I have plowed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head me- and ar’n’t I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man (when I could get it) and bear the lash as well-and ar’n’t I a woman? I have borne children and seen ’em mos’ all sold off into slavery, and when I cried out with a mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard- and ar’n’t I a woman?
Den dat little man in black dar, he say women can’t have as much rights as man?

1
3. Narrative of Sojourner Truth, Battle Creek, Michigan, 1878, Pioneering the Upper Midwest: Books from Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, ca. 1820-1910, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mcc,gottscho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cowellbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,bdsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suffrg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib,hlaw,papr,lhbumbib,rbpebib,lbcoll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,gottlieb,aep,qlt,coolbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff,afc911bib,mjm,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,ftvbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,flwpabib,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,curt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fine,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afcwip,mtaft,manz,llstbib,fawbib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldingbib,sgproto,scsmbib,afccalbib:@OR(@field(AUTHOR+@3([Gilbert,+Olive]+))+@field(OTHER+@3([Gilbert,+Olive]+))), (accessed August 30, 2010)
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