Attachment 10


1. 




John Parker

John Parker was born a slave in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1827. When he was eight, his master sold him to a new owner who chained him together with 400 other slaves who were made to walk from Virginia to Alabama. A woman in Mobile purchased John, with the understanding that he could pay back his purchase price of $1,800 and gain his freedom. He earned the money by working in an iron foundry, and in 1845 at the age of 18, he left the South as a free man. 
John was able to find work in Cincinnati as an iron molder. It was here that he began to help rescue fugitive slaves. He moved to Ripley, a busy Ohio River town, and opened an iron foundry. His home was next to the foundry and is the same home that stands in Ripley today. 
After moving to Ripley, John became very active rescuing slaves who crossed the Ohio River from Kentucky. He called this stretch of river the "Borderland"- the border between the North and the South—an especially dangerous point in a slave’s journey to freedom. At night John would cross the river in his boat, meet groups of fugitive slaves on the Kentucky side , and lead them across the Ohio River to other abolitionists who were part of  the Underground Railroad. It is said that he helped hundreds of slaves find freedom in the years before the Civil War. 

After the Civil War, John continued to operate his iron foundry. In August 1889 a fire destroyed much of the foundry and damaged his home. He moved the foundry a few blocks away, and it became known as the J. P. Parker Foundry. He operated the foundry until he died in 1900. Parker was an inventor and held many patents associated with the iron industry. He is best known for his tobacco press that more efficiently packed leaves of tobacco into large shipping barrels.
1. Much of the information in this biography is from: Bob Genheimer, “Underground at the Underground Railroad: Testing at John P. Parker’s House and Foundry Site in Ripley, Ohio,” 15 October 2001, Ohio Archaeological Council, http://www.ohioarchaeology.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=32, (accessed September 9, 2010).

2. John Parker

Patent for Tobacco Press
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J.P. PARKER
PORTABLE SCREW PRESS.
No. 318,285, Patented May 19, 1885





Tobacco was big business in southern Ohio in the 19th century. In 1885 John Parker developed a portable press that would pack tobacco into barrels. The press was made of wood and iron, and could be moved easily between locations (U. S. Patent No. 304,552). Parker had three of the seventy-seven patents issued to African Americans before 1886. 
2. John Parker, Faces of Science: African Americans in the Sciences, Louisiana State University, https://webfiles.uci.edu/mcbrown/display/parker.html, (accessed August 30, 2010).

3. John Parker
Excerpts from The Autobiography of John Parker
Rescue of Fugitive Slaves
One of the colored freemen came knocking at my door, so very much excited he could hardly talk. What I got out of him was that there were eight run aways  on the Kentucky side immediately opposite the town…He had been scouting along the shore and through sheer luck had come on to the crowd. He was perfectly willing to take on as many as his skiff would hold, but the runaways could not or would not agree as to who should go first. As the night was passing and the clamor of the crowd was growing louder he determined to go to Rev John Rankin, an old abolition Presbyterian minister who lived on the hill above the town. He sent the man to me. By this time is was so near day break I decided to hold a conference with Tom Collins as what was best to be done in this desperate situation.

Dressing hurriedly the freeman and myself went to the Collins house. We made our way into the house sitting room. I felt there was some thing wrong, Ordinarily there was a light burning in that room all night. Sure enough as I lighted the candle there were two men sitting together in one corner.. I recognized Rev Rankin and Tom Collins. It seemed that Rev Rankin was so greatly disturbed over the helpless group of runaways, he made his way down the hill to confer with Collins. Without knowing it I had come of to this conference. I sent the freeman outside to keep watch while we three held a council of war, the only one I ever sat in on during my long years of helping runaways. We came to the conclusion that it was so near day break all we could do was for the freeman and myself to go back and hide the crowd. 
This we did hiding them in a wooded ravine in the midst of a corn field. They plead with me to take them away but light was breaking and I knew too well what would happen not only to the slaves but to me if the attempt to get away was made. It was in August the runaways had nothing to eat nor a receptacle for holding water. All I could do was to herd the crowd down to the river for a drink and then scare them so badly they would no go to the river no difference how thirsty they go[t] during the day. 
I was to slip out of my house take my skiff and quietly row up the river to Charleston bottom about five miles. In the mean time he was to arrange with two of the freemen to row across the river to where we had left the fugitives the night before. Two of the Ranking boys heavily armed were to meet the crowd at the river's edge in front of the Collins house and fight if necessary. There were six of these Rankin boys, every one sturdy and always ready for a fight.

About ten o'clock I stole out the back way of my house, made my way down to my boat, started up stream. I knew full well that I was watched and would be followed along the bank tracked to where I would cross the river. Our plan worked as I learned afterwards there were two brothers followed me, and then waited for me to come back until after day light. In the mean time I had quietly followed along down the Kentucky shore. But the runaways were already away, so I rowed over in front of Tom Collins house to see the crowd headed by the Rankin boys hurry up the street without stopping. 
3. John Parker, The Autobiography of John Parker, The Digital Scriptorium, Special Collections Library, Duke University

 HYPERLINK "http://www.duke.edu/~njb2/history391/parker/New.html" 
http://www.duke.edu/~njb2/history391/parker/New.html, (accessed August 25, 2010). 

4. John Parker
Ripley (Ohio) Foundry of John Parker
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4. Photograph of exterior of the Ripley Foundry which was founded, owned, and managed by John Parker (1827-1900), a free African-American. The African American Experience in Ohio, 1850-1920, Ohio Historical Society, http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page.cfm?ID=4608,  (accessed August 31, 2010). 

3. John Parker, The Autobiography of John Parker, The Digital Scriptorium, Special Collections Library, Duke University

 HYPERLINK "http://www.duke.edu/~njb2/history391/parker/New.html" 
http://www.duke.edu/~njb2/history391/parker/New.html, (accessed August 25, 2010). 

Stuart Seely Sprague, Ed., His Promised Land: The Autobiography of John P. Parker, Former Slave and Conductor on the Underground Railroad, New York: Norton, 1996.

John Parker's autobiography was transcribed by the journalist Frank Moody Gregg in the 1880s. Gregg, like many others, was interested in finding the original "Eliza" from Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin. In 1996 His Promised Land, edited by Stuart Seely Sprague, was published. It is a transcription (with notes and commentary) of most of the Parker autobiography. 
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