Attachment 8

1.

Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass was born in Maryland in1818, the son of a slave woman. Frederick saw his mother only few times before she died when he was seven years old. The next year his owner sent him to work for a ship’s carpenter in Baltimore where Douglass learned to read and write. He also heard about abolitionists in the North who were trying to make slavery illegal. Later Frederick's owner sent him to work for a farmer who whipped him almost every day. After a few years Frederick was able to escape to freedom in the North, travelling by steamboat and train. He lived for several years in New Bedford, Massachusetts.

Many abolitionists lived in New England. Frederick went to their meetings and joined the anti-slavery movement. He was a very eloquent speaker, and  the abolitionists asked him to talk about his experiences as a slave to audiences all over the northern United States and England. He wrote an autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself, which was very widely read. He began to publish his own anti-slavery newspaper in Rochester, New York in 1848. The name of his paper was The North Star. 
Frederick did not believe that the North and South should go to war to end slavery. Instead, he thought the United States government should make laws to free slaves and to guarantee equal rights for freed African American slaves. After the Civil War started, he helped to recruit African American men to fight in the Union army, and he talked with President Lincoln about how former slaves should be treated after they were freed. After the war, Frederick continued to speak out for equal rights for African Americans and for equal rights for women.
1. Biographical information on Frederick Douglass is available from several sources.

2.
Image of Frederick Douglass
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2. Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Boston: The Anti-slavery Office, 1845, The Capital and the Bay: Narratives of Washington and the Chesapeake Bay Region, ca. 1600-1925, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lhbcb&fileName=25385/lhbcb25385.db&recNum=1&itemLink=r?ammem/lhbcb:@field(DOCID+@lit(lhbcb25385div0))%23253850002&linkText=1, (accessed August 31, 2010).

3. 
Excerpt from William Lloyd Garrison’s comments on Frederick Douglass’ ability to speak against slavery from the introduction to Douglass’ autobiography 

I shall never forget his speech at the convention…the applause which followed from the beginning to the end of his felicitous (happy) remarks. I think I never hated slavery so intensely as at that moment; certainly my perception of the enormous outrage inflicted by it, on the godlike nature of its victims, was rendered far more clear than ever.

By the slave code…there is no legal protection for the slave population; and any amount of cruelty may be inflicted on them. Is it possible for the human mind to conceiver of a more horrible state of society?... The testimony of Mr. Douglass on this point is sustained by a cloud of witnesses.

3. William Lloyd Garrison in Frederick Douglass, , Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Boston: The Anti-slavery Office, 1845, The Capital and the Bay: Narratives of Washington and the Chesapeake Bay Region, ca. 1600-1925, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lhbcb&fileName=25385/lhbcb25385.db&recNum=5&itemLink=r?ammem/lhbcb:@field(DOCID+@lit(lhbcb25385div0))%23253850002&linkText=1 (accessed August 30, 2010).

4.
Excerpts from Fredrick Douglass’ autobiography

My mother was named Harriet Bailey. She was the daughter of Isaac and Betsey Bailey, both colored. 

My father was a white man. He was admitted to be such by all I ever heard speak of my parentage.

My mother and I were separated when I was but an infant-before I knew her as my mother. It is a common custom, in the part of Maryland from which I ran away, to part children from their mothers at a very early age.

I never saw my mother, to know her as such, more than four or five times in my life; and each of these times was very short in duration, and at night.

The men and women slaves received as their monthly allowance of food, eight pounds of pork, or its equivalent in fish, and one bushel of corn meal. The yearly clothing consisted of two coarse linen shirts, one pair of linen trousers, like the shirts, one jacket, one pair of trousers for winter… one pair of stockings, and one pair of shoes; the whole of which could not have cost more than seven dollars. Children from seven to ten years old, of both sexes, almost naked, might be seen at all seasons of the year.

There were no beds given to the slaves, unless one coarse blanket be considered such, and none but the men and women had these…They found less difficulty from want of beds, than from the want of time to sleep; for when the day’s work in the field is done, the most of them have their washing, mending, and cooking to do, and having few or  none of the ordinary facilities for doing either of these, very many of their sleeping hours are consumed in preparing for the field the coming day,

4. Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Boston: The Anti-slavery Office, 1845, The Capital and the Bay: Narratives of Washington and the Chesapeake Bay Region, ca. 1600-1925, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lhbcb&fileName=25385/lhbcb25385.db&recNum=5&itemLink=r?ammem/lhbcb:@field(DOCID+@lit(lhbcb25385div0))%23253850002&linkText=1 (accessed August 30, 2010). 
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