Attachment 7B

The Civil Rights Movement:  Answer Key
	In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln made his famous Emancipation Proclamation speech, officially freeing slaves.  The Civil War would continue on through 1865.  Once the war ended, the Deep South, states that seceded from the Union, fell under the watchful eye of Reconstruction for a period of about 12 years.  During that time, three amendments (13th, 14th, 15th) were added to the Constitution, often called the Civil War amendments.  The 13th Amendment formally made slavery illegal in the United States; the 14th guaranteed due process of law to all citizens, regardless of race, and the 15th gave all men over 21 years of age the right to vote.

Even though the amendments were the law, many found ways to continue to keep the former slaves in impoverished lifestyles.  This was done through the use of Jim Crow Laws and Black Codes.  The United States Supreme Court upheld these laws and codes when they heard the Plessy v. Ferguson case in 1896, and found that “separate but equal” was permissible in America.  That case would set the stage for white domination over black individuals for many years to come.  It was very common, especially in southern states to have “blacks-only” and “whites-only” hotels, restaurants, waiting areas in bus stations and on the busses themselves; there were even “blacks-only” and “whites-only” drinking fountains.  Then in 1950s, the United States Supreme Court heard the case of Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka Kansas, and in 1954, they unanimously voted that “separate but equal” had no place in public education,  determining that states had to desegregate their schools.  However, they neglected to put a time-frame on which this needed to happen.  Schools continued to be segregated and when attempts to desegregate were made, they were met with acts of violence.  These acts of violence were even supported by state governors.  

During this same period of time, the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) ruled that black passengers could sit wherever they wanted to sit on buses traveling through more than one state.  This was reinforced in 1960 when the Supreme Court ruled that segregation in interstate bus and railroad stations was unconstitutional.  The civil rights ball was now beginning to roll forward.  Laws were being put into effect that guaranteed the rights of all people regardless of color.  That same year, John F. Kennedy, a supporter of civil rights, was elected president.  He told black voters that if they voted for him, he would support the Civil Rights Movement, and after he was elected and took office, he attempted to pass new legislation to further the civil rights of African Americans.  During his presidency, Kennedy created the Peace Corp and VISTA, both organizations where young adults volunteered their time to help the less fortunate, both in the United States as well as in developing countries.  He stressed the need for America’s young people to become more politically involved and encouraged them to move away from conformity towards individuality.  However, because he won the election by a very slim margin and because the Congress was made up of more Republicans than Democrats, he had difficulty getting things passed.  Many African Americans felt that things were moving too slowly.  As a result, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) decided to support Freedom Rides.  Many white and black college students from northern universities would board busses and travel south, intentionally violating state segregation laws, in an effort to bring about media coverage that showed Americans what really went on in the south.

Unfortunately, President Kennedy was assassinated in November, 1963.  Upon his death Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn in as the new president.  Johnson had been a seasoned senator prior to his vice-presidency and was able to bring many of Kennedy’s visions to a reality.  Congress passed many laws that protected the rights of African Americans and guaranteed them more equality than ever before.  More and more African Americans registered to vote without fear, which allowed more African Americans to be elected to offices within the local, state and federal governments.  In 1965, the Elementary and Secondary School Education Act of 1965 was passed, which provided federal funds to schools that abided by the civil rights legislation.  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was also passed.  Worded very similarly to the Fifteenth Amendment, this act prohibited the use of literacy tests as a determination of voter eligibility on a nationwide basis.  The Act also contained special enforcement provisions targeted at those areas of the country where Congress believed the potential for discrimination to be the greatest.  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 did not contain wording that prohibited the use of poll taxes because the 24th Amendment was added to the Constitution in 1964 that prohibited states from charging a poll tax before people could vote.

While laws can change or control behaviors, they cannot control or change the way a person thinks.  The civil rights legislation made life better for African Americans, but it did not immediately change the attitudes of White Americans towards Black Americans. However, with each generation, the prejudices and racism seems to lessen.  Someday, hopefully in our lifetime, we will see men and women respect each other as equals, regardless of their ethnic background. 
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Read the passage and use six of the vocabulary words:
· Identify where each word applies in the reading and underline the word or phrase
· Write the vocabulary word in the margin next to the phrase.

· Be prepared to explain your reasoning. 
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