Attachment 6A




  Name __________________________

  November 24, 1845: Hannah Curtis to brother John Curtis
1845 

Mountmellick November the 24 

Dear brother John 

I received your letter on the 14th of Nov which gave us great pleasure to hear from you that you are so well since you left home I was often surprisd you did not write to me before now, we are all quite well ever since you left us we are after moving up Street to live in Knaggs house next door to Mr. Timothy Dunnes …Dear brother it is most dreadful the state the potatoes are in Ireland and all over the world they are all tainted in the ground with every one it is the opinion of every one there will be no potatoes with every one in very short we are greatly afraid there will be a famine this year if the Lord does not do something for the people they are not aware of every thing rates very high at present William can employ 10 men and has work for 3 or 4 more only for the way the potatoes has turned out We were very well off we have 2 acres of them sowed this year but they are not good …brother I hope you will send the other 7 lb as it was on these conditions he was taken by William I had very hard set to get my father to be at 5 lb loss by him but I told my father you would not forget thomas I hope the first money you send will be to Wm for Thomas’s fee and if you did not send it my father …I glad to hear what they were sending to america … 
Al the neighbours and friends are well the Revd Mr Byrne and Mr Boland are well Mr Byrne would write to you when I would get the next letter from he told me that when you wrote I did hear from my uncle Billy this long time I wonder my aunts that you have met with would not write home we Send our love to you and Jane and aunts and friends I hope you will soon write again be sure and let us know when to write to us it is very unpleasant not to know where to direct to I remain your loving sister H Lynch

Dear Brother I hope you wont forget your respect to my father don’t forget Thomas upon any account but send him what I told you they all can do for themselves what he cant you need not be troubleing yourself mentioning so many neighbours as you don’t be losing your time or wasting paper.

____________________________________

4th grade lingo:

Dear John,


Your letter arrived November 14th. We were all glad to hear from you. The potato crops are diseased. We have a huge food shortage. We are afraid there will be a famine in Ireland. So, there are less jobs for the people. I hope you can send us money. Your family and friends are well for now. I hope you write again. And again, please send us money.

Your loving sister,

Hannah

Attachment 6B


                         Name __________________________

April 25, 1846: William Dunne to his nephew John Curtis

1846

Friendly St. No. 35 Belfast April the 25th 46

Dear John I reed your Kind letter of the 31st of December which gave us all great pleasure to

here from you and All friends and I am glad to here of yourself getting your health so well and of our Father and Mother being satisfied with their journey I think they went in a good time for the like of this Kingdom at the present is not to be found I believe there is neither Employment nor food the people is in a starving state and dying in hundreds and the streets of Belfast crowded Every  day the people gowing out to America …

Dear John I wrote to Hannah Lynch …I do not know how she could think you could send her money to bring her out and your own family so short with you I think that they aught to be very Comfertable to live having such tread and good work I believe I am sorry about your sister Jane being in a bad state of health but I hope those few lines will find her better than when you were writing and your brother also and all my friends …

your Cousin William was very bad with a buillis fevior we did not Expect him for one Month he is better thank god for all his blessings to us I am in pretty good health myself at present thank god for it your Cousin John dunne is at home at the present we are very …men here now the times are so bad it has fritened them all they are not keeping a horse at all …

Dear John do not fail but write as we will be weating with patience for your kind letter in receipt of this as the packets sail regular there is no delay your letter came very speedy I think we got it in about three weeks I hope your father and Mother gets their health well and that yours are all well at the present I never here from up the country only when Hannah rites I do not understand what is the reason she has not wrote all this time I do not understand it I was afraid there was something wrong, or she would have wrote as I told her I was going to write to you …

My kind have together with wife and Children sends our kind love to you and all friends Dear I Remain your Kind and affectionate unkle and family
Direct as before

William Dunne

____________________________________

4th grade lingo:

Dear John, 


We were very pleased to receive your letter. It arrived very fast, just 3 weeks. It is good that Father and Mother traveled to America when they did. There is not work or food here in Ireland. People are starving. The streets are getting crowded and many are leaving for America. I can’t believe Hannah asked you for money. Cousin William is very sick. We really enjoy hearing from you, please write again.

Your uncle,

William Dunne

Attachment 6C




   Name __________________________

November 16,1846: William Dunne to John Curtis 

1846 Friendly St Belfast November the 16 

Dear John, 
…I was and am very glad to here how well you have got on in America I think it was A good job that your father Mother and family went the time they did for there is nothing here but hardship and starvation our potatoe crop is all [ised?] all over Ireland this year but I suppose you have herd of it there was not one steme of potatoes in my house this three months it is very seldome that there does one come to market at all and what comes in not worth buying they cant be eat they, sell at 8 or 9 shillings per hundred Everything else is very dear also and bad Everyday went for the poor and bad wages the people are starving in the west of Ireland and turning out for something to eat we think that there will be a rebellion if there is not something done your sister Hannah has wrote to me prety regular wince all her friends left her she did not know what it is to be alone and til now she lets me know Everything she hears from you I believe they are prety well of she says 

they get a prety good share of work but hard to get in the money …

let him know also I am only struggling here at the present myself ther is nothing doing in my way in the north of Ireland a the present times one so bad your cousin John is at the Curragh of Kildare we expect him home to see us this witer I hope you will write as soon as posible in receipt of this as weating with patience for your kind letter which I will expect to get with all the particulars about yourself and all friends …

Ireland is gone to the bad there is nothing but hardship and poverty in it nor no sign of anything Else at the present Dear John you will let me know what your father is working at I hope you are saving Money you will let me know if you have Ever seen your uncle Thimothy or if you know where he lives or how he is getting on I often herd he was well of and had a good farm you will let me know if you Ever see your grand Mother or how she is and all particulars about all friends Hannah says you talk of comeing to Ireland if you would think of it I would expect you to come by Belfast as it is generaly the shortest passage I would expect you would call to see me if you were in Ireland there is cheap and speedy traveling by the railroades here now so you will let me know you will direct to friendly street Belfast for me my wife and children longs to here from yous all Especially your Mother although they never had seen her they all conclude in sending their kind love to you and all friends in America if I be able I intend going to see Mrs Lynch after Christmas [?] but Remains your Affectionate unkle and family until death 

William Dunne X & O

____________________________________

4th grade lingo:

Dear John,

Again I am glad your parents went to America when they did. Our country is suffering hardship and starvation since we lost the potato crops this year. We think our Irish people might rebel if something is not done to help the people. People are very poor now in Ireland. I have heard that Uncle Timothy has a good farm in America. I also hear you might travel back to Ireland to visit, if so please come visit me, the railroads are a great way to travel. 

Love,

William Dunne

Attachment  6D


                          Name __________________________

April 2, 1847: Hannah Curtis to John Curtis

Mountmellick April 21st 1847

My Dear Brother John

…My uncle William Dunne write to me saying he had a letter from you I think the latter end of February…distress that was amongst the people at that time was nothing to what it is at present the people are in a starving state the poor house is crowded with people and they are dying as fast as they can from 10 to 20 a day out of it there is come kind of a strange fever in it and it is the opinion of the Doctor it will spread over town and country when the weather grows warm no person can be sure of their lives one moment the times are so sudden you would scarcely see as many people with a funeral as would take it to the grave in fact I would not describe the aweful state of Ireland at present you all may think the people are not so bad on account of all the provision that is coming into it but only for it the country could be a great deal worse of but there is no trade of any kind doing nor no money in the country went is gone to America from every one that can go to America is going this year as there is no prospect of any think here but poverty and distress the Revd Father Healy is after getting I think above 50 letters and mony in them all they were sent to his care by people in America to their friends at home to take them out to them the post office here is ful of letters every day every one without mony dear John wither regard to the rates of provision they are as follows bacon is per pound butter 1-3s per pound beef 8 pens a pound mutton 4 pence a pound best flour 3s-8 @ oatmeal 3s-10 per stone I need not mention potatoes by any chance as we have none for now you see how hard it is to live here 

… Revd Father Byrne of Caphard he died in January last he was taken out of this world quite sudden I am sure you all will be very sorry to hear of his death …

only John that is in the army we are all gone to America they sailed for America the 19th of this month dear John as I was so sure of your letter when my uncle wrote to me as we thought we could go when my aunts were going we sold all our furniture in order to have in delay and what we got for them is not worth mentioning as everything is sold now for half nothing all I kept was the bed and bedclothes that we would want to take with us so now we have nothing but the bare wals of the house I thought nothing  would make you all forget me and I the only person left alone and from the promises my father made one at the boat that you all would join and send for me in a short time you need not be saying you would do better at home as you may know what home is I am sure as would do as well as others and if you would only lend us what you could with the help of God we would be able to pay you again perhaps.

…every one is getting mony but me I am quite jealous and ashamed of you 

all you are as I think behaving so bad as I can say nothing else to you if yous attempt to forgot one on the present occasion mind I don’t think you will have me to trouble you long

… if you would pay our passage we cold not agree with Dunphy do what ye like but don’t attempt to leave me here to fall a victim to the miseries that awaits the country I send my love with William to you all a thousand times …there is not room in the church yards for to bury the dead as they are dying so fast the coffins I may say are on the surface of the earth and has no more room for them …don’t forget me I have a great deal more news to send you if I had more room but I must leave it for some other time.

____________________________________

4th grade lingo: 

Dear brother John, 

Uncle William said you wrote to him even though you received my letter first. Every day gets worse here in Ireland, people are starving and dying. The homeless shelters are overcrowded. There is a fever that is taking people’s lives. Our doctors say the warm weather will spread the sickness quickly. 

Many people are getting money from people in America but that still is not enough to help. No one has anything valuable to trade. Items here are very expensive. I sold everything except my bed thinking you would send for me soon. It is empty in my house. The graveyards are becoming too full to bury the dead. Please don’t forget about me.

From,

Hannah

Attachment 6E




   Name __________________________

April 2, 1851: William Dunne to John Curtis 
Belfast Ireland April 2nd 1851 AD 

My Dear Cousin John, 

I write to you this letter hoping that it will find you and my aunt uncle and the rest of my cousins in good health as this leaves my father mother brother and sisters and my self in the same thank god it is a very long time since we heard any word from you now or any of my aunts my day has been very uneasy this long time on account of you not writing to him I now write you this hoping you will get it be shure and answer it by the next may my Brother John is working with the horses the same as my da he is living at a place called Carrickfeigus with a gentleman he is quite well I am in an office in town I would like to go out to the land of Liberty where you now are and I hope with the help of god I will soon be there my dear Cousin as I never had the pleasure of seeing you or my aunt or cousins I still have the same feeling for yous and all of yous as if you and I had spent our childhood together when I look over at my aunts dear letters it reminds me of when you were all at home we never get any letters from that part now my cousin Hanna never wrote to my da since she went out to youss he expected you would have wrote let who like not write 

Dear cousin there is great changes in Ireland a present and in England on a account of our religion the Pope sent a Cardinal to England and one to Ireland the government is striving to put down or religion but it is to strong to be touched the cannot do us any harm and the are going to put penal laws on our Bishops and fine them for everything they call themselves by the name of Bishop in @ L100 the also want to break the emancipation that was so long struggled for but it is past there power to do so; the great and the small are rising out against the prime minister Lord John Russel and they are burning his Effigy they mean to gain their liberty with without his leave there is no such work in America – there was a synod in munster last year and all the   

Bishops of Ireland attended it was held in Thurles three weekes the marched in publick procession through the streets to the cathedral 

My dear Cousin I would with when you get this letter you would write an answer and let us know how yous all are …Dear Cousin this poor Island is in poverty there is nothing going to keep it up only hunger and hardship which with everyone [ ] you might come over again summer and see the exibition that is going to be in London for all nations if I thought you would come over with the rest of your fellow country men I would gladly go and meet you … I now conclude with my father mother Brother and sisters and my self joining in one and sending yous all our kind Love and Blessings may the Blessings of god desend upon you and all my aunts uncles and Cousins, 

No more from your ever dear Cousin 

Mr Dunne junior till death – You can direct your letters William Dunne. 35. Friendly Street Belfast 

____________________________________

4th grade lingo:

Dear John, 

I hope you and your family are in good health. I want to come to the “Land of Liberty” where you are now in America. We have not heard from Hannah ever since she joined you in America. The Pope has sent a Cardinal to Ireland; he is trying to change our religious views. Ireland is still in poverty. People are hungry and every day is harder than the day before.  
From, 

William

Attachment 6F


                          Name __________________________

July 21, 1845: 

John and Jane Curtis to their mother, Bridget Dunne Curtis

(Included in the letter is a note from Mary Dillon to her sister, Bridget Dunne Curtis.)

Philadelphia July 21, 1845

My dear Mother

… I would have wrote sooner but opertunaty did not permit me I am very well and John is in very good situation and is very happy I thank God I am in as good health as I ever was in all my life I hope dear Mother you and all the family is as we and all friends are at present I received the stocking you sent me (?) …it was My Aunt Mary she was so overjoyed she could harly speke to me she of corse asked for you all she is very well and the presents My Aunt gave me was some handsome clothing altho my Aunt is will to do she cannot do as she pleases …My Aunt soon got married after coming to this country which prevents people from saving any thing for those they left behind if person could remain single for some lenth of time that us the only chance of sending there friends some help when any one gets married here they have so much troble on ther minds the first thing My Aunt Mary showed me was a little silver knife you gave her when she was coming here it is as nice as the day you gave it to her she says it the only thing she has belonging to you and she will keep it as long as she lives dear mother I got a letter from Aunt Ellen and grandmother I was glad to here from them you say William is thinking of coming here in the spring it (?) enough for him to think of that when John (?) I says something about it

Dear William you might get along very but it is to soon for you (to) think of coming this is one of the warmest summers has been this Eight years the men and horses droped dead in the street with the heat of the sun I sopose you heard of the great fire was in Pitsburg and New York…

From your loving Children John Jane Curtis

My Dear Sister

I now there is no use in me excusing myself to you for not writing but if you were to now as

much of the world as I and you in my place you would not blame Me when young people comes to this contry they have many tricks to meet with we were not long in this country until we were separated far from each other I have not seen Timothy this 19 years nor John for 15 nor sister Margaret for 14 Brother John was in delicat health when he came to see me he died in a few weeks after he came to me …

… Mary Dillon

I send My best Love and respect to Willy and all the children 

____________________________________

4th grade lingo: 

Dear Mother Bridget,

I should have wrote to you sooner. John and I are healthy. Aunt Mary was excited to see us. She was married shortly after arriving here in America. Getting married prevents family from saving money for their loved ones in Ireland. She still carries with her a knife you gave her as a present. She cherishes it. Sounds like William will be coming here in the Spring. Please tell William the summers here have been tough and there were two tragic fires in Pittsburgh and New York.

From,

John & Jane Curtis

P.S. Please tell sister that even though many of our family came to America together, it is hard to keep in contact. I have not seen Tim or Margaret in over ten years. And John was ill when he got here then died soon after.

From, 

Mary Dillion
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