Attachment 4

History of Irish Ohioans


Name______________________________

Many Ohioans can trace their ancestors back to Ireland. Prior to 1880, many of the immigrants came from Ireland. By 1900, 11- 14% of Ohio’s states population came from Ireland, Germany, and Great Britain. In 1860, 328,249 immigrants lived in Ohio. By 1900, this increased to over 450,000 with many immigrants coming from Eastern Europe.  The Irish culture that these ancestors brought to Ohio can still be seen in organizations and clubs that are based in many cities today.

People of Irish heritage were among the earliest white settlers of Ohio. Many migrated from Pennsylvania during the late 1700s and the early 1800s along Zane's Trace. The potato famine of the 1840s also pushed many Irish out of their country.  Because of the poor potato crops, many Irish were unable to pay their mortgage payments.  As a result, many came to the United States to start their lives again. 

Many immigrants arrived with only what they were wearing. They initially wanted to be farmers in Ohio, but many took other low paying jobs to support their families. Later many helped to build the numerous canals being constructed during the 1820s and 1830s and finally many laid the tracks of the first railroads in Ohio.  Many new Irish immigrants took jobs that current Ohioans hoped to get. Also, because the Irish were Catholic, local Protestant groups resented them and required that deceased Irish to be buried in their own “Irish” cemeteries. Despite this dislike of the Irish immigrants, they still made a good life for themselves in Ohio. Since many Irish men created Ohio’s transportation structures, they essentially helped Ohio’s economy grow.  


Even though the Irish faced their own daily discriminations, they too were against other groups arriving in Ohio. They would often get into fights and riots with African Americans that moved to Ohio. People that were born in America often feared all new cultural immigrant groups and worried they would take jobs away from them. Since these groups did not get along for years, many lived together in communities and isolated themselves from the other groups. 


Irish migration peaked in the 1840s but continued through the 19th and 20th century. In 1900, the Irish were the second largest group in Ohio just behind the Germans. Irish Ohioans decreased to the tenth largest group in the following twenty years.  
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