Attachment 7
Interpreting Letters

6A – November 24, 1845:  Hannah Curtis to John Curtis
Level I: Description:  
1. When and where was the letter written?

November 24, 1845

2. How does the author close the letter? 

There isn’t a closing. Close to the ending she writes: loving sister H Lynch (Hannah 
Curtis)
3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?
The brother, John Curtis, lives in America but it doesn’t directly state that. In the beginning the letter just references he moved away.

Level II: Interpretation
1. What was the author of the letter concerned about? 
She is concerned about money and her family that remains in Ireland.

2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?
She asks for money, so she seems to think money is more available in America.

3. What difficulties does the author discuss?
She discusses the state of the potatoes and how the crops have failed. She is in fear of a famine.

Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?
The details that seem to indicate why John moved would be the potato crops failing and the need for money.

2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

I think Hannah likes America. She seems to write with a hint of jealousy that her and the rest of the family are not there. 

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?

The hardships in Ireland would be economic related. The potato crops are bad, people are ill in her family and food and money are lacking.
6B – April 25, 1846:  William Dunne to John Curtis
Level I: Description
1. When and where was the letter written?

April 25, 1846 from Ireland

2. How does the author close the letter?

The letter closes as "I Remain your Kind and affectionate unkle and family Direct as before William Dunne."

3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?

John Curtis receives the letter, it seems to be that he lives in America. 

Level II: Interpretation
1. What was the author of the letter concerned about?

William was surprised Hannah had asked for money.

2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?

William doesn’t write it but the hope he gets from John’s letters is that things are better in the United States. It’s a hope for new beginnings. 

3. What difficulties does the author discuss?

Right away William shares that there is a shortage of food and jobs available.

Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?

William writes about the food and job shortage. 

2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

Yes, the only positive thing William looks forward to are the letters from John and what’s going on in America. 

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?

It seems that there is lack of jobs, money, and food. Times seem very hard.

6C:  November 19, 1846:  William Dunne to John Curtis

Level I: Description
1. When and where was the letter written?

November 16, 1846, from Ireland, Belfast 

2. How does the author close the letter?

He closed the letter as “Remains your Affectionate unkle and family until death William Dunne X & O”
3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?

He is writing to John Curtis his nephew.

Level II: Interpretation

1. What was the author of the letter concerned about?

The potato crop failed. So people are starving. Nothing is worth selling at the market.

2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?

It seems like many family members are in America already. 

3. What difficulties does the author discuss?

William discusses how the crops were poor this year. 

Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?

He writes that many people have left Ireland.
2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

Yes, in America there is better opportunity and many family members already.

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?

Since there is a shortage of food in Ireland William is worried that a rebellion will happen. Ireland is in poverty.

6D:  April 2, 1847:  Hannah Curtis to John Curtis
Level I: Description
1. When and where was the letter written?

April 2, 1847 written from Ireland.
2. How does the author close the letter?

Hanna does not sign her name. She just mentions she has much more to tell him. 
3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?

John Curtis, Hannah’s brother. He is living in America. 
Level II: Interpretation
1. What was the author of the letter concerned about?

Hannah is very concerned because she feels her brother John has forgotten her in 
Ireland.
2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?

Advantages in the United States would be that money is more readily available to be 
earned.
3. What difficulties does the author discuss?

In Ireland people are dying. The poor house, which sounds like a homeless shelter.  It is over crowded. People are getting very sick from a fever. 
Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?

In this letter Hannah is begging for money. She is upset because other people in Ireland are receiving money. She states that many letters have been coming to Ireland with money. Then she lists the prices of items in Ireland. 

2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

The way she talks about the poor state of Ireland I think she thinks of the United States as a great place and wishes she would be able to afford to get there as well.

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?

Food is becoming scarce and food that is available is costing more than normal. People are getting sick, many are dying, she mentions that they attend many funerals and that the graveyard it full. Hannah also sold everything in hopes that what she has left will go with her to the United States.

6E:  April 21, 1851:  William Dunne to John Curtis 
Level I: Description
1. When and where was the letter written?

The letter was written on April 2nd, 1851.
2. How does the author close the letter?

From your ever dear Cousin 

Mr Dunne junior till death – You can direct your letters William Dunne. 35. Friendly Street Belfast 

3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?

It was written to his cousin John.
Level II: Interpretation
1. What was the author of the letter concerned about?

William mentions that the Pope of England sent a cardinal to Ireland, and he is  punishing the church.
2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?

It seems implied that the United States would be a place of opportunity.
3. What difficulties does the author discuss?

He discusses that Ireland is in poverty and nothing remains.
Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?

He states the island is in poverty and that nothing remains. He also says it’s the “land of Liberty”.

2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

Yes, he refers to it as “the land of Liberty”. 

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?

There is poverty in Ireland and now trouble within the church. 

6F:  July 21, 1845:  John & Jane Curtis to their Mother
Level I: Description

1. When and where was the letter written?

July 21, 1845 written to Philadelphia.

2. How does the author close the letter?

From your loving Children John Jane Curtis and Mary Dillon

I send My best Love and respect to Willy and all the children. (There was a short letter within the letter) 

3. Who is the recipient and where does he/she live?

The recipient is Bridget Dunne Curtis, the mother.

Level II: Interpretation

1. What was the author of the letter concerned about?

They were concerned that they haven’t written sooner, they wanted to share what’s been occurring with family members that came to the United States. 

2. What advantages of the United States does the author discuss?

The letter mentions that many family members were separated or moved separate ways to start a life. It seems that getting married was a positive for some. Plus, overall good health.

3. What difficulties does the author discuss?

That the weather is extremely warmer than Ireland. Also, that many that arrived single got married pretty quickly, this prevented them from saving money and sending it back to family in Ireland. They also speak of a fire that was in Pittsburg.

Level III: Analysis
1.
What details might indicate when and why the author moved to the United States or wants to move?

When the writer mentions good health and marriage, etc.

2.
Do you think the author likes the United States? Why or why not?

Yes, I think they seem very busy but happy. They mention it’s taken awhile to find the time to write. 

3.
What hardships are occurring in Ireland?
This letter doesn’t address what was happening in Ireland specifically.
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