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Dear 5th Grade Student,

You have recently been elected to a group of concerned citizens that will decide the fate of navigation, or travel, through the Great Lakes.  This is a very elite group of students recommended by teachers across the United States. 

Navigation through the Great Lakes is valuable, creating many positive results in North America.  However, it has also created negative consequences to the physical environment, including land and water, as well.  One unintended consequence has been the introduction of a new species, the zebra mussel. Because it is not native to North America, it has greatly impacted our physical environment. 

As the director of the Great Lakes Navigation Board, I must take action, and I have come to you for this important decision.  I am seeking your opinion on whether navigation through the Great Lakes should remain open or if it should be stopped.

You are being asked to prepare a written statement that clearly tells your recommendation and the reasons for your decision.  Will you recommend that navigation remain open, or will you recommend that navigation be stopped?

I look forward to your decision.

Governmentally yours,

Mr. Lawrence

The United States Department of Great Lakes Navigation


111 St. Lawrence Seaway Road


St. Lawrence, Maine 55555


USA














