Attachment 4 

Colonel George Croghan – Battle for Fort Stephenson

Source 2
Colonel George Croghan was the commander of Fort Stephenson, the site of an American victory over the British and American Indian forces in the War of 1812. He wrote this report to General William Henry Harrison in anticipation of an attack by British and American Indian troops.

Croghan informed Harrison that his men were working on making ammunition and were prepared to destroy all of the remaining supplies if they had to evacuate. 

Major Croghan had 160 men, mostly Kentucky regulars. The British had 1500 troops including their American Indian allies as they surrounded Fort Stephenson. Croghan realized he was clearly outnumbered and outgunned. "Old Betsy" was the only piece of heavy artillery in the fort, so Croghan ordered the cannon to be moved around the perimeter of the fort to make it appear that there were more cannons. 

Croghan anticipated the British attack from the northwest that began in the afternoon of August 2. He allowed the British troops to cluster in a nearby ditch from which they were planning to storm the fort and then fired "Old Betsy". 

General Proctor ordered the British troops to retreat. Nearly 150 British and American Indians were killed in the battle, while Croghan and his American troops lost one soldier. The Battle of Fort Stephenson was a pivotal1 moment in the War of 1812. The disastrous defeat of the British at Fort Stephenson greatly weakened British ties with their American Indian Allies.
[1pivotal: extremely important because it affects the outcome or success of something]
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