Attachment 5

Children during the Industrial Revolution







Name ___________________________

You are a child in 1820.  You work in a factory from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Your family needs the money you earn.  You keep a diary.  It is your only friend.  You write about your daily life.  Describe what it is like to work eight hours a day and have no time for school or play.
Dear Diary

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
During much of the Industrial Revolution there were no laws protecting workers, including child workers.  Child workers were often the perfect workers.  They were cheap!  They were not educated and did not know that their bosses were taking advantage of them.  There were no laws requiring them to go to school, and their families needed the money they earned.





Poor children as young as six or seven years old were often sent out to find work by their families.  Many worked in factories, mills, and mines.  Children might work for 10 or more hours a day, six days a week, for as little as $1.00 a day!
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