Attachment 4

Power Loom Weaving (textiles and the factory)    Name _________________________




In England in the late 1700s, new powerful machines began to be used in mines, textile mills, and other businesses.  In place of small shops, larger factories appeared. This huge change is known as the Industrial Revolution.  In time, it would change the world.  In America, the Industrial Revolution got underway in the early 1800s.  This illustration shows workers running power looms in an early textile factory in Lowell, Massachusetts.  

1.
What do you see? What sorts of jobs do these workers seem to be doing?  Can you tell from this drawing what is powering the machinery?

2. 
Thinking about the picture: How has life changed in America since 1912? List four ways this photo alone shows or hints at how life in America was different in 1912.

3.
Using you imagination:  Find other illustrations of textile production through the ages. Create a colorful bulletin board display using copies of some of the images you find and short paragraphs describing them. 

Extension Activity:  Compare the work setting in the picture to the working setting of today. List the ways this one differs from today.

From: Exploring Primary Sources: America’s Industrial Transformation
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