Attachment 1A

Summary of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850
Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850.  The law said that if any federal marshal did not arrest an alleged runaway slave, he could be fined $1,000.  People, suspected of being a runaway slave, could be arrested for no reason.  A suspected slave could not ask for a jury trial nor testify on his or her own behalf.

Any person who helped a runaway slave by providing shelter, food, or any other form of assistance could receive six months imprisonment and a $1,000 fine.  Officers who captured a runaway slave received money; so, often, this encouraged them to kidnap free Negroes and sell them to slave-owners.  Frederick Douglas, William Lloyd Garrison, and John Greenleaf Whittier were famous abolitionists who led the fight against this law.   
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