










Attachment 7B

Adams-Onis Treaty 1819  
(selected sections)     Answer Key  
Let’s Make a Deal
Answer the questions and underline or highlight the word/phrase that supports your answer. 

	The United States of America and His Catholic Majesty (1), desiring to consolidate, on a permanent basis, the friendship and good correspondence which happily prevails between the two parties, have determined to settle and terminate all their differences and pretensions1, by a treaty, which shall designate, with precision, the limits of their respective bordering territories in North America.


	1. Predict who is His Catholic Majesty?
It is a Catholic king in Europe: perhaps Spain or France.  It cannot be England because they are not Catholic.  

	ARTICLE I

There shall be a firm and inviolable peace and sincere friendship between the United States and their citizens and His Catholic Majesty (2), his successors and subjects, without exception of persons or places.

ARTICLE II

His Catholic Majesty (4) cedes to the United States, in full property and sovereignty2, all the territories which belong to him, situated to the eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name of East and West Florida.(3) The adjacent islands dependent on said provinces, all public lots and squares, vacant lands, public edifices3, fortifications, barracks, and other buildings, which are not private property, archives and documents, which relate directly to the property and sovereignty of said provinces, are included in this article. The said archives and documents shall be left in possession of the commissaries or officers of the United States, duly authorized to receive them.(5)

	2. Who is negotiating?

The U.S. and the European Catholic king.  
Note:  Students would need an outside source to know that it was Spain.  
3. What is being ceded?

Florida
4. Who is giving the area?

European Catholic King
5. Who is receiving the area?
The U.S. is gaining the territories. 

	ARTICLE III

The boundary-line between the two countries, west of the Mississippi, shall begin on the Gulph of (6) Mexico, at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea, continuing north, along the western bank of that river, to the 32d degree of latitude; thence, by a line due north, to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio Roxo of Nachitoches, or Red River; then following the course of the Rio Roxo westward, to the degree of longitude 100 west from London and 23 from Washington; then, crossing the said Red River, and running thence, by a line due north, to the river Arkansas; thence, following ... to the South Sea. The whole being as laid down in Melish's map of the United States, published at Philadelphia, improved to the first of January, 1818. ... All the islands in the Sabine, and the said Red and Arkansas Rivers, throughout the course thus described, to belong to the United States; but the use of the waters, and the navigation of the Sabine to the sea, and of the said rivers Roxo and Arkansas, throughout the extent of the said boundary, on their respective banks, shall be common to the respective inhabitants of both nations. (8)
	6. What other area is being negotiated?
Areas west of the Mississippi and at the Gulf area. Southern border with Mexico. 
7. How did they determine the negotiated area? Explain why these were used. 
7A Rivers (bodies of water) are very visible.

It is clear that this bank is ours and the other bank is yours. 
                  OR
7B Longitude and latitude lines are exact.  The location can be determined along or at the intersection of these lines.  
Students MUST include one longitude and one latitude reference.
8. What was the benefit for each nation?  
The water areas can be used by both nations. 


Glossary:
· 1pretensions:  the laying of a claim to something
· 2sovereignty: the power, or authority of a sovereign; royalty
· 3edifice: a building, especially one of large size or imposing appearance
Discuss:  What was the outcome for this treaty:  Win/Lose or Compromise?  Explain why.
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