Social Studies Unit Design Template
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5

              Unit Title: The Midwest…It’s More Than Just Cows and Corn!
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Preface:  

Students will be in the middle of a unit on United States regions.  They will already have completed the Northeast and the Southeast regions. The students will have a list of which states belong to each region. Attachment 2
On the classroom door, there is a laminated sign that says “We Have Been to the Midwest.”  Have students use water-soluble markers to sign it.  They will have also signed the door signs for the other regions they have visited.  These signs are Attachment 3.
For more information on this, see Interdisciplinary Connections.
One bulletin board in the classroom is devoted to vacation pictures of students visiting the different regions.  Ask students to bring in or e-mail photos to be included on this bulletin board.  The bulletin board headings are Attachment 4.
For more information on this, see Interdisciplinary Connections. Page 14
I Can Statements – Self-Assessment Attachment 1 

· This sheet provides students with the Enduring Understanding and the Essential Question(s) that generated the I Can Statements.  Distribute the attachment to students at the start of the unit as an overview of what they will be expected to know.  Each day take a few minutes to provide students the opportunity to determine their range of understanding for the unit.  
· This is not for a grade.  It is to inform the student where he/she is on the continuum of learning.   There are columns for students’ notes – questions – pictorials.  
Day 1 
Frontloading the Unit:
· Locate “Weird US-Midwest Points of Interest” and do the “secret fact” activity. (clip is 4.34 minutes)  Link:  http://www.watchknow.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=4737&CategoryID=3324
· While watching the short clip, students write down 4 interesting things they learned from the video.  
· After the video, they discuss what they learned with their table groups (groups of no more than 4 students) and decide which fact they want to share with the class, trying to match one of the 4 they think the teacher might have chosen.
· The groups will share their facts and try to match a fact the teacher has written. 

Teacher fact examples:  
· The Leaning Tower of Pisa water tower is just outside of Chicago. 
· The coal mine fires could possibly burn for another 1,000 years.
· Any group that matches one of the teacher choices will get a prize such as an extra credit point, reward ticket, etc.  As they are sharing facts, discuss the video and the landforms they saw.
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Day 1:  (continued)
Vocabulary Lesson

· Introduce the vocabulary by reading each word and discussing the meanings.  When students seem to have an understanding of the meanings, have them complete the graphic organizer.  

Attachment 5
· In-Progress students earning a 70% or lower will meet with the teacher.  Read the definitions together and give them examples of how the words are used.  Have each student verbally share a new sentence using the term and the word Midwest.

· Mastery students earning over 70% will use the vocabulary words to play Pictionary with a partner.  One student will draw a picture to represent a vocabulary word and the other student guesses the word.  They will switch positions after each word. 

Landforms Lesson
· Discuss the different Midwest landforms with the students by using the following webpage:

http://www.pkwy.k12.mo.us/pierre/Sherrill/MidwestGeographyandLandforms.html
(Note: Explain to students that the term landforms also includes waterways.)
· After sharing each of the different landforms with them, have them answer the following question on a sheet of paper:

· Which Midwest landform do you think is the most important to the people of the Midwest?  
· Give two reasons why you feel this way.  
· Tell them not to put their names on the paper.

· When everyone has answered, have them ball up their papers and throw them in the middle of the room.  (snowball fight!) 
· Students each select one “snowball” and share the answers.  Discuss what the other student wrote and clear up any misunderstandings.
I Can Statements- Exit Ticket 
· Based on today’s vocabulary experience, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statement 1.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1 
· Emphasize:  Students are to place an “honest” evaluation of their current knowledge.  This is NOT for a grade but to help them to keep a record of their growth in understanding the content over the next few days.  
Preparation for Days 2-4
· Read the summary of the rotation and goals for each of the five stations contained in Attachment 7.
· Prepare the “passports” using Attachment 6.   
· Send home a request letter asking for volunteers to provide sample foods from the Midwest for students to try.  Attachment 8
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Days 2-4
Introduce Enduring Understanding and Essential Question 

· Return the I Can Statements to students.  Attachment 1
· Brainstorm examples of the Enduring Understanding:  What would be examples of:

People are influenced by their environment.  

· When it is cold here in the winter, people usually wear a heavier coat.

· In August people would not be skiing in Ohio.  

· Read the Essential Question to the students:  How do landforms and natural resources affect the way people live and work?  Ask for examples:

· The people who live near Lake Erie sometimes have boats for personal fishing on the weekends.

· There are tourist companies that take people out to Kelly’s Island during the summer.  They may also rent huts for ice fishing in the winter. 
As you are traveling to the 5 different stations for the next few days, we will stop and discuss how the combination of landforms and natural resources have an impact on the daily lives of people and can influence their jobs and the local economies.    
Stations
· Each of the 5 stations will focus on the landforms, natural resources and economies of the Midwest states.  Each station lasts approximately 20 minutes.  
· Distribute the passports printed front and back.  

· At the end of the stations, students will turn in their papers and have their passports stamped for the activities they completed.   Attachment 6
· Give an overview of instructions on how to complete each station.  (See each handout for this information.)
· Group students and answer any of their questions.  You may be able to start the first rotation.  
Station 1:  Cartographer – Political Map 
· Students will complete the map of the Midwest using classroom atlases.  Students will complete the blank map found here:  http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/midwestus_nl.pdf
· Follow the directions on Attachment 12 to complete the map.
· See Attachment 18 for correct labeling of the rivers and Great Lakes.
Station 2:  Economy Poster 
· Students will follow the directions on Attachment 15:  
· Cut apart the three categories of products for each state. Attachment 17
· Each member takes one part of the state economy to illustrate and label at least 4 items.   

· Members can use the reference page for pictures of items they may not be familiar with.  Attachment 16
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Days 2-4
· These will be put together to make one poster for every three students for a display.  Students will attach their small posters together on a bigger piece of paper and illustrate the name of the state.
· Your team is to write a summary in the box to prove the Enduring Understanding concerning the economy of your state:  People are influenced by their environment.  Your written response is to be placed in the bottom right corner of the poster.
· When station activities are finished, make time to have the groups share their posters.  Explain that the natural resources from each state are determined by what is available.  For example: peat is found in bogs.  Because Michigan has a lot of bogs, they are able to provide peat as an export to the rest of the country.  As they are sharing, see if the students can make some of these connections for the products and resources they illustrated.

I Can Statements
· Based on today’s station experience, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to the appropriate I Can Statements.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1 
Station 3 Options:
· Instead of students sampling Midwestern foods on Day 4, you might use that activity as Station 3.

· Or see the Music Appreciation optional station under Extension/Enrichment Experiences on page 13. Attachment 13
Station 4:  State Identification
· Students will go in the hallway and work with state flashcards of the Midwest. (See Materials list on page 2)
· One student flashes the cards and the rest of the kids guess the state.  The first student to answer correctly gets the flashcard.   When the students finish the set of cards, whoever has the most cards gets the next turn to show the cards.  They begin the game again.
Station 5:  Vacation Planner 

· Students will go to an article on a Midwest vacation destination from the links below.  Once they choose where they would like to go, they will complete the vacation planner worksheet.  Attachment 14 (Instructions are on the worksheet.)

http://familyfun.go.com/vacations/destinations/midwest-states-vacations 
http://familyfun.go.com/vacations/destinations/great-lakes-states-vacations 
· When students finish each station, have them turn in their papers and stamp their passports.  

I Can Statements - Summative
· Determine your readiness for tomorrow’s summative assessment.  Place a checkmark by each statement that you have mastered.  Attachment 1 
· Review your station resources for any remaining unclear statements for tomorrow. 
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students

Days 2-4 (continued)

Day 4
· Ask parents to volunteer to provide sample foods from the Midwest for students to try.  Below are some examples of Midwest regional foods for them to choose from.  There is a parent request letter attached for you to use as a model.  Attachment 8
· Depending on what parents provide, you will need to find histories of the items to share with students while they are eating.  To do this, you can Google the name of each food and “history”.  This is how I have found information to share with the students regarding these foods.  Attachment 9
Midwest Regional Foods
Sauerkraut balls








Deep dish pizza







homemade bread






Cincinnati chili







Michigan cherries (or anything made with them)



kuchen (a type of sweet bread)




tomato juice (Ohio state beverage)




Vernor’s ginger ale






Gooey Butter cake (St. Louis)

Walleye

Swiss cheese

Trail bologna

Loose meat sandwiches

Chicago hot dogs

Kansas City barbecue

Buckeye candy

Mackinac Island fudge 

After the students try the foods, they will complete the food critic sheet.  Attachment 10
Students will finish stations today, if needed, and take their summative assessment.
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Strand: Geography


Topic: Places and Regions





Content Statement 6


Regions can be determined using various criteria (e.g., landform, climate, population, cultural, economics).  (Remaining criteria to be taught in your own lessons.)





Content Elaborations 


Regions are human constructs used to identify and organize areas of the Earth’s surface based upon shared characteristics. Regions can be determined based upon various criteria. 


Landform refers to the shape, form or nature of physical features of earth’s surface (e.g., plains, hills, plateaus, mountains). 


2.	Climate (to be taught in your own lesson)


3.	Population (to be taught in your own lesson)


4.	Culture (to be taught in your own lesson)


5.	 Economics refers to the set of principles by which a society decides and organizes the ownership, allocation and use of resources.  [NEW definition.]  Economic characteristics include natural resources, agricultural products and levels of income. [subsistence farming to commercial                                 agriculture]  


Expectations for Learning 


Identify and describe regions within the Western Hemisphere using criteria related to landform, climate, population, culture and economics.








Strand: Geography


Topic: Human Systems





Content Statement 7


Variations among physical environments within the Western Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.





*Content Elaborations


Human activities develop in response to physical environments. For instance, waterways provide economic opportunities for people; therefore, regions with waterways are often more populated.





Expectations for Learning


Explain how variations among physical environments in the Western Hemisphere influence human activities.





(*) This identifies the Content Elaboration being assessed 


for the Summative Assessment question.





List of Attachments and the Purpose for Each:  (These are hyperlinked.) 





�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_01_I_Can_Statements.doc"��Attachment 01:	I Can Statements� 


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_02_List_Regions_States.doc"��Attachment 02:  List Regions and States�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_03_Door Signs_A-C.doc"��Attachment 03:	Door Signs�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_04_Bulletin Board.doc"��Attachment 04:  Bulletin Board Signs�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_05_Voc_Graphic_Organizer.doc"��Attachment 05:	Vocabulary Graphic Organizer� 


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_06_Passport.doc"��Attachment 06:  Midwest Passport� 


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_07_Midwest_Station_Rotation.doc"��Attachment 07:	Station Rotation�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_08_Parent_Letter.doc"��Attachment 08:  Parent Letter – Food�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_09_Regional_Foods.doc"��Attachment 09:  Regional Foods�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_10_Food_Critic.doc"��Attachment 10:  Food Critic� 


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_11_Extra_Credit_Links.doc"��Attachment 11:  Extra Credit Links�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_12_Region_ Map_Instructions.doc"��Attachment 12:  Region Map Instructions�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_13_Music_Appreciation.doc"��Attachment 13:  Music Appreciation�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_14_Vacation_Planner.doc"��Attachment 14:  Vacation Planner�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_15_Mapping_Economy_Midwest.doc"��Attachment 15:  Mapping Economy – Midwest�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_16_Econ_Station_Reference_pg.doc"��Attachment 16:  Economic Station Reference Page�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_17_Econ_Poster_Info.doc"��Attachment 17:  Economic Poster Information�


�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_18_Midwest_Rivers_Labeled.doc"��Attachment 18:  Midwest Rivers Labeled� 











Primary Sources: Details for utilizing the sources will be noted on the daily lesson plan.


The natural resources used on �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_16_Econ_Station_Reference_pg.doc"��Attachment 16� are from clip art.   There is no copyright issue.











Materials Needed:


Preparation


Read the summary of the rotation and goals for each of the stations.  �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_07_Midwest_Station_Rotation.doc"��Attachment 7�


Prepare the ‘passports’ using �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_06_Passport.doc"��Attachment 6. � 


Obtain (or make) one set of commercial flashcards for the 50 states, showing a state shape on one side of each card and the name of the state on the other.


Send home a request letter asking for volunteers to provide sample foods from the Midwest for students to try.  �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_08_Parent_Letter.doc"��Attachment 8�


Have classroom atlases or other U.S. map sources available.





Focus Concepts: (Nouns – Content)


What are the discipline specific nouns used in the New Learning Standards?





Focus Skills: (Verbs)


What is it that students need to be able to do at the mastery level?























region


landforms


climate  


population


culture


economics


level of income


physical environments


human activities








Implied Verbs:


contrast











Stated Verbs:


identify


describe


compare





Enduring Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-2 at the core of the unit


   Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


   Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


   Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which 


     novices do not understand. (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


   Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?





People are influenced by their physical environment. 





Enduring Understanding & Essential Questions must be specifically integrated into the unit in a meaningful way. 








Essential Questions:  What are the 1-2 core questions for the unit?


   Engaging to students


   Open ended


   Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


   Raises other questions (Can and should be revisited)





How do landforms and natural resources affect the way people live and work?








Vocabulary:  4-8 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.





Plan a specific way to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)





The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.  See Day 1











List:


region


landforms


culture


economics


physical environments


human activities


natural resources





1. Summative Assessment: 


    Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards.


    Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction.


    Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


    Format:


Extended Response question


student exemplar response    Note:


rubric














Target Content Statement 


Variations among physical environments within the Western Hemisphere influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical environment.








Question: 


Describe two landforms of the Midwest region. Then explain how each has affected the economy of the region. (4 points)








Answer: 


Sample Response(s):  (not limited to the following)





Comparison


The five Great Lakes and the Mississippi-Missouri-Ohio River system are the largest freshwater waterways in the United States. These waterway systems connect the Midwest to the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico resulting in goods produced in the Midwest being shipped to seaports around the world.  It also permits goods from other countries to be shipped back to the Midwest. 





By communicating the expected level of performance at the start and throughout the unit, students will have a clearer understanding of what level of performance is required for their written responses.  








1. Summative Assessment:  (continued)





Rubric:





4 Points


The student wrote thorough and complete 


descriptions of two Midwest landform features  (1 point for each)


explanations of how each one impacts the economics of the region.  (1 point for each)





3 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete description for 3 of the 4 requirements.





2 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete description for 2 of the 4 requirements.





1 Point


The student wrote a thorough and complete description for 1 of the 4 requirements.





0 Points


The student indicates no understanding of landform features and economics of the Midwest.








2.  Formative Assessment:


  Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


  Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


  Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.  It is not used as a grade in the grade book -


  rather it is for flexible grouping and planning the next steps in the unit.


  When you give a formative assessment, you need two follow-up plans: 


a plan for those who need intervention;


a different plan for those who already have mastery of the concept. 





Students will complete a vocabulary graphic organizer.  Day 1


Specific details will be provided. 























3.  I Can Statements:


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.  They are directly linked to the Content Elaborations/Expectations for Learning. 





Students will complete their own Self-Assessment during the unit by recording their level of mastery and the date on � HYPERLINK "Attachment_01_I_Can_Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1�.





I can:  


define and appropriately use the unit vocabulary.


describe landforms of the Midwest and compare these landforms to other regions of the United States.


describe the economics and natural resources of the Midwest and compare the Midwest economy to other regions of the United States 


describe examples of how landforms and natural resources of the Midwest affect the way people live and work








4.  Frontloading Experience:


  Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and 


vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


  This is an awareness experience.  It can include children’s books, a video clip – 1 to 5 


minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc.





Students will watch “Weird US-Midwest Points of Interest” and do the “secret fact” activity. (clip is 4.34 minutes)  


Link:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.watchknow.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=4737&CategoryID=3324" �http://www.watchknow.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=4737&CategoryID=3324�


Details will be provided on the designated day. Day 1
































5.  Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  


  At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishing practice at recall and comprehension level


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


  At the Application/Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.





Note:  Include your Formative Assessment - Checkpoints which drive flexible group instruction.




















Extension/Enrichment Experiences: Optional: 


Students will have the opportunity to learn about the Midwest states through websites.  


See �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\patc\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\AppData\\Roaming\\Microsoft\\Word\\Attachment_11_Extra_Credit_Links.doc"��Attachment 11� for the links.





Optional Station:  Culture – Music Appreciation


Students will listen to music and answer questions about the music.  These questions are � HYPERLINK "Attachment_13_Music_Appreciation.doc" ��Attachment 13.�


Because this music is copyrighted, it cannot be shared on this website.  These titles are available through iTunes or at the public library.  If you are unable to obtain this music, the stations can proceed without this one





The station should last about 20-25 minutes and you can time it with a timer instead of through the music.  Here is an online timer for you to use:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.superteachertools.com/counter/%20" ��http://www.superteachertools.com/counter/� 


Rock (Indiana)


		Track 1 Pink Houses by John Mellencamp


Swing (Chicago, IL)


		Track 2 Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off Harry Connick, Jr.


Polka (Big cities in the Midwest-Cleveland, Chicago)


		Track 3 Ohio Polka- Frankie Yankovich


Motown (Detroit, Michigan)


		Track 4 Ain’t Too Proud to Beg-The Temptations


Rock (Akron, OH)


		Track 5 My City was Gone-Pretenders











Interdisciplinary Connections: Optional





I have the students share whether they have been to the region we are studying.  One way I do this is to have them sign the door.  This allows them to visualize how many people travel to different regions.  We talk about how it is more difficult to travel far away so there are less people signing the door for the distant regions.  Everyone signs the door for the region we live in.  This way everyone gets a chance.





Another way is through bringing in copies of vacation pictures.  I require that the student be in the picture.  Parents either send in the pictures or e-mail them to me and I print them at school.  These pictures are grouped on a bulletin board under the regional heading.  It is not required that students send in pictures, but they really enjoy looking at them.





�
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