Attachment 8

Sample Parent Letter

Dear Parents,

I would like to give you an overview of our first social studies unit, North American culture and geography.  It is the largest unit of the year.  There are five regions in the United States that we will study:  Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest and West.  The goal of this unit is to immerse your child into the geography and culture of each region through maps, literature, products of the region, food and music.  

Your child will have a passport to complete for each unit.  Most of the work will be covered in class through independent stations and direct teaching. Your child may need to finish some of the work at home if he/she runs out of time.  At the end of each region, students will be tested on the locations of states and geographical features of the region.  The tests will be cumulative as we study each region culminating with all the states on the last test.

Below is an outline of the unit:    The number of days for each region is based on the 2010 Model Curriculum.
September 17-September 27:   
Northeast United States




Food:  Tuesday, September 21





Passport work due and Northeast Quiz:  September 27 

September 29-October 5:  
Southeast United States




Food:  Friday, October 1





Passport work due and Southeast Quiz: October 5 

October 11-October 20: 
 
Midwest United States




Food:  Monday, October 18





Passport work due and Midwest Quiz:  October 20

October 22-November 4:  
Southwest United States




Food:  Tuesday, October 26





Passport work due and Southwest Quiz:  November 4  

November 8-November 18:  
West United States




Food:  Friday, November 12





Passport work due and All 50 states test:  November 18

If you are interested in helping, I am asking for parent volunteers to provide samples of regional food for the students to try.  You would just provide enough for about 28 kids to have a small taste.  I have attached suggestions on what you can make (or purchase), but you are welcome to come up with your own ideas.  If you provide food, please bring anything that will be needed to serve it (napkins, forks, cups, etc.) and have it ready to serve.  (cut, sliced, heated, etc.)  We have limited classroom time to distribute food, so anything you can do ahead to make it easier is greatly appreciated.  Please send in the attached sheet if you are interested in helping.

I hope this gives you some idea of what we will be accomplishing in social studies this grading period.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Teacher ‘s Name
_____Yes!  I can provide cuisine for the following region (s):   
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____  Northeastern United States



I would like to bring:  _________________



____ Southeastern United States




I would like to bring:  _________________



____  Midwestern United States 
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I would like to bring:  _________________



____  Southwestern United States




I would like to bring:  _________________



_____Western United States



I would like to bring:  _________________

My child’s name:  _______________________________________

My child’s class (circle one):  SS 1  2  3  4  5  6

My name:  _____________________________________________

I will send you a reminder closer to the date(s) giving you the time to drop off your contribution.  Thank you for your help!  We couldn’t do this without you!
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