Attachment 6 A
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Shell gorget, J. Gilette site, Schuyler County, Illinois
A gorget is an ornament worn on a necklace.  This gorget is made of freshwater mussel shell.
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Long-nosed god Maskett, Emmons site, Fulton County Illinois





Stone figurine, Kincaid site, Massac County, Illinois


Note: Material used for clothing—animal hide and plant fiber—are rarely preserved in the ground.  Archaeologists learn about clothing by studying figurines and other artifacts.





Pearl and marine shell necklace, Vandeventer site, Brown County.  This necklace is a combination of marine shell, beads from marine shell, and freshwater pearls.  Mississippians probably acquired shell through trade.








Copper-covered earspool, Green County, Illinois


Evidence of trade and what they wore.





Close-up of wood charcoal and charred seeds from a campfire show archaeologists that the Mississippian ate corn.








Engraved Mississippian bean pot, Frazier site, Fulton Count, Illinois.


This pot is engraved with abstract symbols like similar ones with hand and eye symbols, sun symbols, and the circle and cross.








This is artwork based on archaeologists’ findings, not a primary source.





This scene shows buildings around a central plaza.  Notice the stockade wall and the flat-topped earthen mound.








Mississippian hoe, unknown source





The celt, or hoe, was made of wood or stone and was used for farming.











Discoidals, western Illinois





These thick, polished stone disks, called chunkey stones, were used in a game.











Falcon effigy bowl, unknown source


Bean pot, Ester Berry site, Fulton County





Mississippian pottery is distinctive because crushed bits of mussel shell were mixed into the clay.  This made the pottery smoother and thinner than other pottery.








Arrow points, Kingston Lake site, Peoria County





The Mississippians used small, triangular and stemmed arrow points.











Emmons mask, Emmons site, Fulton County





The Mississippian people created images of their leaders in materials such as wood, marine shell, stone, and bone.








This is artwork based on archaeologists’ findings, not a primary source.





This scene shows an artist’s illustration of a falcon dancer.


The Mississippian people divided their world into three parts.  The upper world includes the life-giving sun.  The middle world is earth.  The lower world is the source of growth.


Ceremonies were held to honor spirits of these worlds.








This is artwork based on archaeologists’ findings, not a primary source.





This scene shows an artist’s illustration of flat-topped mounds and a plaza.
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