Attachment 8


Mississippian Information 


Name ________________________



Directions:  Read paragraph selections. Each unlabeled selection has the main idea of one characteristic of Mississippian civilization.  

Place the characteristic of civilization word card on the reading.

Highlight the key words that give clues to the characteristic. 

Have your work checked when both halves of the paper are complete.

	1. Mississippian Civilization

_______________________
     Mississippian chiefs had control over their villages.  Chiefs had many important responsibilities.  They needed to be effective in war, or they would be removed from power.  Chiefs had to keep the granaries full, or people would go hungry.  Because they met with leaders of neighboring societies to make peace and form alliances, they needed to be respected.  Chiefs had to be organized to plan towns, to recruit people to work, and to run the village.

     Chiefs were shown respect in a variety of ways.  Their clothing was often made of the finest objects available.  A symbol of a chief was a mace, or large knife, that he carried.  Chiefs were often buried with precious items like marine shell beads, pottery and tools.  

Milner, G. (2004). The Moundbuilders : Ancient Peoples of North America. London: Thames & Hudson.


	2. Mississippian Civilization

______________________
     Some Mississippian societies believed their leader descended from the sun.  Sun circles and sun carvings have been found on jewelry and pottery.  

     There are other major symbols that combine nature and belief.  Animals such as the falcon, the serpent, spiders, toads, and cougars are symbols frequently found.  An open hand with an eye in the center has also been found on Mississippian pottery, copper, shell and stone.

     The Mississippians may have believed in life after death.  They often were buried with arrows and pottery that they would be able to use in their next life.

Brian Redmond, P. (2011). Upper Mississippian Archaeology in Ohio: Fort Ancient, Sandusky, and Whittlesey. Cleveland.
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Name ________________________
Directions:  Read paragraph selections. Each unlabeled selection has the main idea of one characteristic of Mississippian civilization.  
Place the characteristic of civilization word card on the reading.

Highlight the key words that give clues to the characteristic. 

Have your work checked when both halves of the paper are complete.
	3. Mississippian Civilization

_____________________
     The Mississippians were mound builders.  The mounds mixed religion and everyday life.  They usually held religious buildings and houses of important people of the village.  Frequently, mounds were used as places of burial.

     Many mounds were earthen platform mounds.  Mounds were arranged around open plazas with families living in a circle around the plaza.  The mounds were often surrounded by wooden palisades.  These stockades were made by posts placed in narrow trenches with sticks and thatch woven between them.

http://cahokiamounds.org/learn/ accessed 2/15/2012


	4. Mississippian Civilization

____________________
    Many of the Mississippian tools show evidence of trade.  Archaeologists have dug up marine shell, copper, ceramic, and flint tools used for building and for farm work.  These items did not come from the Southeast.  They were traded or brought from other areas.  Many stone hoes, called celts, have been uncovered.

     After the rivers flooded the farm area, rich soil was left behind.  Farmers used an area for 2-5 years, and then moved the field so that the soil could rest.

Brian Redmond, P. (2011). Upper Mississippian Archaeology in Ohio: Fort Ancient, Sandusky, and Whittlesey. Cleveland.
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Name ________________________
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Highlight the key words that give clues to the characteristic. 

Have your work checked when both halves of the paper are complete.

	5. Mississippian Civilization
_____________________
     The most important crop to the Mississippian people was corn. Although squash and beans were grown, maize made up more than half of the diet for the population.  

     Fishing was not a good food source, and there were few wetland resources.  Crops provided a reliable food source.

     Archaeologists have found evidence of the importance of corn to the society.  Since maize is high in carbohydrates, tooth decay was a problem.  Women’s bones became stronger as they worked in the fields and pounded maize in mortars.

Milner, G. (2004). The Moundbuilders : Ancient Peoples of North America. London: Thames & Hudson.


	6. Mississippian Civilization

______________________
     Archaeologists have found many tools used by the Mississippian.  Celts were tools made of stone and shaped like an ax head.  Arrow points have been found that were used in hunting and in war.  These natives used shell cups and spoons as well as dugout canoes for transportation.

     Mississippian pottery was useful and decorative.  Clay jars, bowls, pans, and bottles have been found engraved with symbols and icons.  Animal effigy pipe bowls have also been uncovered.  It is believed that some were used by the chief for ceremonies.

     Mississippian mounds were often surrounded by wooden palisades.  These stockades were made by posts placed in narrow trenches with sticks and thatch woven between them.
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