Attachment 8 B


Attachment 8B
Guided Reading 

Answer Key




 
“The Triangle Factory Fire” Article

1. How many people were killed in the Triangle Waist Factory Fire?   146

2. What were 4 ways people were killed in this incident?  They jumped from the 9th floor, burned to death, suffocated, fell from the fire escape that collapsed. 

3. The incident made the nation conscious of what 2 problems? 

Workers were paid meager wages, and workplaces lacked safety measures.

4. How many immigrants had come to the U.S. between 1860 and 1900?   14 million

5. Tell 5 ways immigrants died on jobs, according to David von Drehle.  Mines collapsed, ships sank, molten steel spilled on them, locomotives smashed them, and exposed machinery grabbed them.

6. What were shirtwaists?  blouses   Why were they popular at that time? 

They freed women from wearing corsets.

7. What concessions did Triangle workers get from their strike in 1909? 

52-hour week, 4 paid vacation days

8. How did the fire start? A match or cigarette butt was thrown into a container of cotton and tissue paper.
9. Why didn’t the fire escape work? 

 It didn’t go all the way down, and it collapsed from peoples’ weight.
10. What horrible sound did William Shepherd write about in his news article? 

There was the thud of bodies hitting the sidewalk from the workers falling.
11. Who were the owners of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory?  

Isaac Harris, Max Blanck

12. When, and for what charge, were they brought to trial? 

December, 1911, for manslaughter

13. Why did management lock exit doors in the factory?  

They wanted to prevent blouses from being stolen.

14. How did David Weiner react to the owners being acquitted? 

He called them murderers, and cried, “Where is the justice?”

15. Why was it significant that Frances Perkins saw the fire?  

She became Secretary of Labor and oversaw passage of laws protecting workers’ rights and safety.

16. How did the National Labor Relations Act of 1935 help workers?  

It protected workers who joined unions, assured the right of workers to negotiate terms of employment.

17. What 3 areas did the Fair Labor Standards Act address?  

minimum wage, guaranteed overtime rate, minimum ages for different situations

18-19. How does the Triangle Fire support the Essential Question:  What violations of human 


rights would cause people to take action?

When all the young women died, the public was outraged.  This caused them to support changes in the law to protect  the rights of workers.  
20. What companies today still manufacture clothing in sweatshops abroad?  

Wal-Mart, Nike, Tommy Hilfiger, Gap, etc.
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