Social Studies Unit Design Template


Name: Cheryl Bruce

Grade Level:  4




Unit Title:  Ohio and U.S. Government
Time Frame: 4 Days + assessment

Updated: 4-3-16  


	Focus Skills: (Verbs + Level of Bloom)   What is it that the students need to be able to do at the mastery level?  
	Focus Concepts:  (Nouns – Content)

What are the discipline specific nouns used in the benchmarks/indicators?

	Stated Verbs:
· Explain
· Describe

	Implied Verbs:

· Analysis
· Compare/
Contrast
	· Ohio Constitution

· U.S. Constitution

· three branches 

· legislative branch

· executive branch

· judicial branch
· framework
· elected officials
· democratic constitutions





	Vocabulary:  4-8 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.

	· Ohio Constitution 

· United States Constitution

· three branches

· legislative branch

· executive branch

· judicial branch
· framework

· responsibilities 

· democratic (democracy)

	Optional Words

· Ohio General Assembly / Congress
· governor / president
· Supreme Court


	Plan specific ways to teach vocabulary.  (Copying a definition does not qualify.)

The details will be listed on the day it is incorporated into the lesson:  Day 3. 













2010 Social Studies Model Curriculum





Strand:  Government


Topic: Roles and Systems of Government 





*Content Statement 


21. The Ohio Constitution and the U.S. Constitution separate the major responsibilities of government among three branches.





Content Elaborations 


Both the Ohio Constitution and the United States Constitution establish governments with three branches, each having a distinctive role: 


The legislative branch passes laws; 


The executive branch carries out and enforces the laws; and 


The judicial branch interprets and applies the laws. 


Expectations for Learning 


Explain major responsibilities of each of the three branches of government in Ohio and the United States.  








Content Statement 	[Note:  This is an introduction to the concepts.]


20. A constitution is a written plan for government. Democratic constitutions provide the framework for government in Ohio and the United States.





Content Elaborations 


A constitution is a written document describing the way a government is organized and how its power is allocated. 


Ohio and the United States have democratic constitutions that:


provide frameworks limiting the powers of the government and 


defining the authority of elected officials. 


Expectations for Learning 


Describe the purpose of democratic constitutions in Ohio and the United States.  








Place a ( *) by the Content Statement  being assessed


on your Summative Assessment question.








Attachments: 


� HYPERLINK "Att._01_I%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 01�:  I Can Statements 


� HYPERLINK "Att._02_School%20Bill.doc" ��Attachment 02�:  School Bill to Solve a Problem.  


� HYPERLINK "Att._3A_Gov'tPyramid.pdf" ��Attachment 3A�:  State and Federal Government Pyramid – required 


                                      Local Government Pyramid – optional


� HYPERLINK "Att._3B_Gov'tPyramid_Color.pdf" ��Attachment 3B�:  Government Pyramids – color version


� HYPERLINK "Att._04_Rate%20Your%20Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 04�:  Rate Your Vocabulary 


� HYPERLINK "Att._05_Branches%20Gov%20Respons.doc" ��Attachment 05�:  Branches of Government Responsibilities





� HYPERLINK "Optional%201_Att._06_House.doc" ��Optional 1 Att. 06 House�


� HYPERLINK "Optional%202_Att._07_Senate.doc" ��Optional 2 Att. 07 Senate�








Materials Needed:  Days:  2 & 3


scissors


tape


red, green, and blue colored pencils








Materials Needed:  Day 4


A  large sign for each of the 3 branches:  Legislative – Executive - Judicial


Labeled pieces in envelopes:  � HYPERLINK "Att._05_Branches%20Gov%20Respons.doc" ��Attachment 5� for students that need Intervention 





Essential Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-3 at the core of the unit


Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which novices do not understand.  (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?   





People create governments to provide order, maintain stability, and promote the general welfare.








Essential Questions:  What are the 2-5 core questions for the unit? 


Engaging to students


Open ended


Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


Raises other questions  (Can and should be revisited) 





Why do we have different levels and branches of government?


Can the government do whatever it wants?  


Who creates our laws?





Summative Assessment: 


Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards


Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction


Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


Format: 


Extended Response question 


student exemplar response 


rubric





Target Content Statement 21. The Ohio Constitution and the U.S. Constitution separate the major responsibilities of government among three branches.





The table below lists the three branches of the Ohio and U.S. Government, and their responsibilities for each branch. Complete the table below using the words from the word bank, then complete the question below explaining the responsibility for each branch.  (7 points)


  


Part 1 (2 points)





Word Bank:


Interpret 


Make 


Enforce 


Executive





Ohio and U.S. Government 


�
Legislative�
A. _______________�
Judicial�
�
Major responsibility of the branch�
B._________________�
C. _______________�
D.________________�
�



Part 2 (3 points)


Explain the major responsibilities of each of the three branches of government.





 


Sample Responses


Chart:  A = Executive	   B= Make	   C=Enforce	      D=Interpret


Correctly identified the branch of government (1 point)


Correctly identified the major responsibility for each branch (1 point total – there is NO partial credit.)





Explanations:  


Legislative:  They are responsible for making (writing) the laws for citizens to follow in Ohio and the United States. 


Executive:  This branch is to enforce or carry out the laws written by the legislative branch.


Judicial:  They are to interpret and decide if the laws follow the constitutions for Ohio or the United States. 






































This could be used as a practice “drop and drag” question that will parallel experiences on the new type of assessment.  





The Word Bank and chart are for students to organize the information. 





The major focus of the question is on “demonstrating understanding” of the gathered and organized information.  








Rubric:





5 Points


The student appropriately completed all of the requirements.


Chart:  


Correctly identified the branch of government (1 point)


Correctly identified the major responsibility for each branch (1 point total)


Note:  There is NO partial credit. 





Written explanation of the major responsibility for each branch (1 point each) 





4 Points


The student appropriately completed 4 of the 5 requirements.





3 Points


The student appropriately completed 3 of the 5 requirements.





2 Point


The student appropriately completed 2 of the 5 requirements.





1 Point


The student appropriately completed 1 of the 5 requirements.





0 Points


The student does not demonstrate an understanding of the 3 branches of government.











Formative Assessment:


Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


Quizzes, self-assessments, observations, etc.


Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.   It is not used as a grade in the grade book – rather it is for flexible grouping.


When you give a formative assessment, you need a follow-up plan for those who need intervention and those who already have an understanding of the concept.  





As the last activity of Day 3 instruction, students write the definitions for the words from the Rate Your Vocabulary in their own words.   





Day 4:  See the daily directions


Enrichment: 


This activity is designed for students who scored 7-8 on the Rate Your Vocabulary definitions.  � HYPERLINK "Att._3C%20Enrichment.doc" ��Attachment 3C�





Intervention: 


This activity is designed for students who scored 0-6 on the Rate Your Vocabulary.  � HYPERLINK "Att._05_Branches%20Gov%20Respons.doc" ��Attachment 5�





 I Can Statements


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.   They are directly linked to the Content Statement, Elaboration and Expectation. 





Students will complete their own Self-Assessment during the unit by recording their level of mastery and the date on � HYPERLINK "Att._01_I%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1�.  





I can: 


I can define and appropriately use the unit vocabulary. 


I can explain how our constitution organizes our government.


I can explain the responsibilities of the legislative branch. 


I can explain the responsibilities of the executive branch. 


I can explain the responsibilities of the judicial branch.


I can describe the purpose of a democratic constitution in Ohio.


I can describe the purpose of a democratic constitution in the United States.











Frontloading Experience:


Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


This is an awareness experience. It can include children's books, video clip – 1 to 5 minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc. 





The teacher will model identifying a problem in the school and writing proposal to solve the problem.  Students will duplicate the process on Day 1.


Introduction to the vocabulary using the Rate Your Vocabulary as instructed on � HYPERLINK "Att._04_Rate%20Your%20Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 4�.











Sequence Experiences for ALL Learners:


At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishing practice at recall and comprehension level


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


At the Application / Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.





Day 1: Frontloading the Unit





Teacher models a problem in the school such as shouting in the lunchroom and writes the problem on Attachment 1.





Students work in pairs and brainstorm problems in the school.  Note:  if this is taught early in the year, plan to model part of the sequence with students.  The “think-aloud” will help students to better understand “how to solve the task.”





Each student chooses a problem from his/her brainstorm list. One student in the pair fills out “The concerned student, ___, of ____ School has observed ____" as a member of the Students’ Representative Branch of Government.  � HYPERLINK "Att._02_School%20Bill.doc" ��Attachment 2� 





Teacher collects papers. [These will be used as an optional experience to wrap up the unit for a mock General Assembly/Congress session on Day 5].





Essential Questions and Big Idea – Enduring Understanding 


Have a class discussion about why we have a democratic constitution. 


Write each question on chart paper. 


Give students post-it notes and have them write answers and post them on the chart papers.  [Optional: Save the charts to be used again on Day 5.] 


 


Essential Questions:


Discuss the following


Why do we have different levels and branches of government?


Can the government do whatever it wants?


Who creates our laws?





Based on the discussion of these questions, students are introduced to the Big Idea – Enduring Understanding: 


People create government to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare. 


Students write what they think this means.





Introduce the vocabulary using the Rate Your Vocabulary Steps 1-7. � HYPERLINK "Att._04_Rate%20Your%20Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 4� 





I Can Statements


Based on today’s vocabulary experiences, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statement 1. Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  � HYPERLINK "Att._01_I%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1�	











Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners





Day 2


Review local level of government from 3rd grade standards by pair reading from textbook or from a local resource.  (Note:  This is no longer in the model curriculum.)





Model on an overhead how to complete the local level of government square pyramid using a red colored pencil for the Legislative Branch, a blue colored pencil for the Executive Branch, and a green colored pencil for the Judicial Branch to


�HYPERLINK "Att._3A_Gov'tPyramid.pdf"��Attachment 3A�.





Cut out the Local Government square pyramid.  





Cut along the dotted line, fold along the solid lines and tape the blank triangle behind the judicial triangle to form a 3-D pyramid.





A color version of the pyramids is available at � HYPERLINK "Att._3B_Gov'tPyramid_Color.pdf" ��Attachment 3B�-color.





I Can Statement - Exit Ticket  


Students are to read their “I Can Statements” to determine their own progress.


 


After reading each statement, they place a checkmark that indicates their own current mastery level for each statement.   � HYPERLINK "Att._01_I%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1� 








Day 3


Formative Assessment 


Using paired reading, have students read selections about Ohio and the United States government in their textbook or from a state or federal resource. 


 


Students work in pairs and revisit Rate Your Vocabulary � HYPERLINK "Att._04_Rate%20Your%20Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 4�.  See the notes in the "Options" section.





Return the Rate Your Vocabulary, � HYPERLINK "Att._04_Rate%20Your%20Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 4�, and have students write the definition, illustrate, or give an explanation of each word.  





Collect for formative assessment. Students who scored 0-8 will receive intervention and student who scored 8-10 will receive enrichment as noted on Day 4.





Using a red colored pencil for the Legislative Branch, blue colored pencil for the Executive Branch, and a green colored pencil for the Judicial Branch, model on the overhead how to complete the state level of government square.  � HYPERLINK "Att._3A_Gov'tPyramid.pdf" ��Attachment 3A�.





Cut out the square.





Cut the dotted line, crease along the solid line, and tape the blank triangle behind the judicial triangle to form a 3-D pyramid.





Stack the Local and State pyramids together so students have a visual representation of the 2 levels of government and the alignment of the 3 corresponding branches of government.











  





Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Day 3 (continued)





Formative Assessment Follow-up:


The enrichment activity is for students who wrote 7-8 definitions correctly.





Working in pairs, students read about the national government in their textbook or from a district handout.  Complete the national level of government pyramid square as modeled in � HYPERLINK "Att._3C%20Enrichment.doc" ��Attachment 3A� for the facts regarding the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. 





Intervention: � HYPERLINK "Att._05_Branches%20Gov%20Respons.doc" ��Attachment 5�.


The intervention activity is for students who scored 0-6 on their definitions. 


 


Label the word sort pieces on the back with L for legislative branch pieces, E for executive branch pieces and J for Judicial branch pieces.  Make these marks on your master copy and copy it as a two-sided copy or back-to-back.    





Read each square to a partner.





Sort vocabulary words by branches, heads of branches, and responsibilities/duties.





Check the backs for each of your piles. All the L’s, E’s, and J’s should be together.





Enrichment:  


Students independently complete a summary of the three branches of the state government. � HYPERLINK "Att_3C%20Enrichment.doc" ��Attachment 3C�





I Can Statements - Summative


Determine your readiness for tomorrow’s summative assessment.  Place a checkmark by each statement that you have mastered.  � HYPERLINK "Att._01_I%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1� 


Review your vocabulary, readings, and pyramids for any remaining unclear statements for tomorrow. 





Day 4


Summative Assessment:  


Distribute and complete








Day 5:  Optional Culminating Activity 





Note:  How a Bill Becomes a Law is NOT required at 4th or 8th grade.  It is a high school requirement.  This enrichment experience could help students to become aware of the total decision making process and the responsibilities for each branch.  As a result, the process could be modified. 





Begun on Day 1 as the front loading experience, this activity provides students with an opportunity to role play, using government vocabulary. Students will have a greater connection to the responsibilities within Ohio and U.S. government.  Therefore, the role play will increase better understanding and longer retention of the concepts.


 


Before passing out the assigned attachments, write a Bill # for each problem/ attachment.


      














Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Randomly place students into 2 groups.





Assign one group as the House of Representatives and the other group as the Senate.   Post signs, listing the branches of government, to help visual learners. 





Randomly pass out � HYPERLINK "Optional%201_Att._06_House.doc" ��Attachment 6� to each representative and � HYPERLINK "Optional%202_Att._07_Senate.doc" ��Attachment 7� to each senator. 





Each legislator, (student) writes a proposed bill to submit to the House of Representatives or the Senate on their sheet. Encourage representatives and senators to discuss their proposed bills amongst each other to word the bill as best as possible. 





Each legislator then reads the problem and bill for the solution in their House of Representatives or Senate session. Limit discussion of each bill to 2-3 minutes. Provide kitchen timers if necessary. Take a vote and record on sheet.   





Collect � HYPERLINK "Optional%202_Att._07_Senate.doc" ��Attachment 7� and � HYPERLINK "Unit_Ohio%20-%20U.S.%20Government_Bruce.doc" ��Attachment 8�.


 


Redistribute bills that passed each session to the opposite house. A leader is selected for the House and Senate to read the bills, lead 2-3 minute discussions, take votes, and record results. Teacher collects all bills.





The teacher now becomes the governor/president and sorts out bills that passed and those that did not. Legislators return to their seats for the entire General Assembly/Congress to gather. Discuss how the students represent the legislative branch and the governor/president represents the executive branch. Pre-made signs, listing the branches of government, help visual learners. 





While reading each bill, reflect on how it promotes the general welfare of all citizens, while protecting the rights as written in the “constitution” which may be the school’s or district’s mission statement. Emphasize how this process is democratic. The governor/president then either signs or vetoes each bill that has passed the Ohio General Assembly/Congress.





If time permits, there may be sessions to override the governor’s/president’s vetoed bills.


 


Discuss how even if a bill becomes a law, it may be challenged by the Supreme Court, judicial branch, as unconstitutional. 





Review the role and responsibility for each branch of state government:


legislative branch: writes and makes laws


executive branch:  carries out or enforces the laws


judicial branch:  interprets and implies the law





Conclude the unit with the same class discussion on the Essential Questions and Big Idea about why we have a democratic constitution. Hang the chart papers from Day 1 and read answers.  Have a class discussion on which answers to delete, keep, or add.

















Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Essential Questions 


Why do we have different levels and branches of government?


Can the government do whatever it wants?


Who creates our laws?





Enduring Understanding: Big Idea


People create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability, and promote the general welfare.











PAGE  
11
Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org  American History Grant 2008-09       8-19-15
4-3-16
All Copyrights Are Reserved. 

