Attachment 9


Ohioan Lucy Stone’s Speech at 50th Anniversary of Oberlin College (1883)
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The women of fifty years ago had no choice. There were no educational societies to help young women. They must help themselves. Men came to Oberlin for various reasons; women because they had nowhere else to go. But the women who came, like the men who came, had to bend themselves to toil, but under different circumstances. It was good for them. As the little tree on the mountain-side, beaten by the wind and grappled by the storm, roots itself and is all the more of a tree for its fierce encounter, so these young women gathered strength by the storms of opposition and the obstacles that beset their way.

True, it cut to the core when the man who taught school no more and no better received $30 a month for his teaching, while his sister received only $4 for hers. Did they weakly surrender when that pittance came to hand; give up the con test for themselves, and go back to sew to help to educate young men? Oh no; not one of them. They stopped only to enter their indignant protest, and then bent to double toil for half pay. What need to despond or to despair? Oberlin was at the West. There was our star of hope. There our Mecca. It opened wide its doors to women and to negroes on the same terms with white men. So without bating a jot of heart or hope, we accepted, to conquer it, every obstacle that lay between us and this golden gate. How thankful we were! with what abounding hope we came! with what courage we took up the task of earning our way through college! It is true, some of us worked for three cents an hour and boarded ourselves. Some took in washing at 37 1/2 cents per dozen. One, whose rich father would give her no money, but provided her with ample store of clothes, sold the silk that was for dresses and used the money to clothe her mind. But downright work was honored in Oberlin, and it was shared by everybody. Future governors of the State, members of Congress, generals of armies, were part of the working brigade of Oberlin. Gen. Cox, with paper cap on his head, with apron and sleeves rolled up, made the crackers which on Sunday mornings, with crust coffee, made the breakfast. Rev. Antoinette L. Brown Blackwell washed the dishes and I swept the parlor. But toil and privation were counted as small dust in the balance in comparison with the treasures of knowledge which had been opened to us here.

Source: http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/Booklets/Jubilee%20Notes%20folder/JubileeNotes2.html#JubileeWomen
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Marriage Protest 1855 Lucy Stone and Henry Blackwell

While acknowledging our mutual affection by publicly assuming the relationship of husband and wife, yet in justice to ourselves and a great principle, we deem it a duty to declare that this act on our part implies no sanction of, nor promise of voluntary obedience to such of the present laws of marriage, as refuse to recognize the wife as an independent, rational being, while they confer upon the husband an injurious and unnatural superiority, investing him with legal powers which no honorable man would exercise, and which no man should possess. We protest especially against the laws which give to the husband: 

1. The custody of the wife's person.

2. The exclusive control and guardianship of their children.

3. The sole ownership of her personal, and use of her real estate, unless previously settled upon her, or placed in the hands of trustees, as in the case of minors, lunatics, and idiots.

4. The absolute right to the product of her industry.

5. Also against laws which give to the widower so much larger and more permanent interest in the property of his deceased wife, than they give to the widow in that of the deceased husband.

6. Finally, against the whole system by which "the legal existence of the wife is suspended during marriage," so that in most States, she neither has a legal part in the choice of her residence, nor can she make a will, nor sue or be sued in her own name, nor inherit property.

7. We believe that personal independence and equal human rights can never be forfeited, except for crime; that marriage should be an equal and permanent partnership, and so recognized by law; that until it is so recognized, married partners should provide against the radical injustice of present laws, by every means in their power..


Source: http://www.historyofsupremecourt.org/resources/lp_gender_propertyrights.htm 

Ohioan Lucy Stone’s Speech at 50th Anniversary of Oberlin College (1883)

The women of fifty years ago had no choice… There were no educational societies to help young women. They must help themselves. Men came to Oberlin for various reasons; women because they had nowhere else to go. But the women who came, like the men who came, had to [work hard], but under different circumstances. It was good for them…

True, it [was sad] when the man who taught school no more and no better received $30 a month for his teaching, while his sister received only $4 for hers. Did they [quit teaching]… and go back to sew to help to educate young men? Oh no; not one of them…

[Oberlin College] opened wide its doors to women and to negroes on the same terms with white men… 

It is true, some of us worked for three cents an hour… Some took in washing at 37½ cents per dozen…
But [hard work] and [a place to study] were counted as small [blessings] in the balance in comparison with the treasures of knowledge which had been opened to us here [in college].

Source: http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/Booklets/Jubilee%20Notes%20folder/JubileeNotes2.html#JubileeWomen 
Source: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/nawbib:@field%28TITLE+@od1%28[Woman%27s+sphere+cartoon+%29%29
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