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THE  MORMONITES -- NULLIFICATION. 

Some very extraordinary proceedings have recently taken place in Jackson county, in this State, against the sect of fanatics called Mormons. -- These proceedings may find some justification in the necessity of the case, but they are wholly at war with the genius of our institutions, and as subversive of good order as the conduct of the fanatics themselves. Perhaps, however, it was the only method to get this odious description of population out of the way. Banished as they are from that frontier, it may well be asked [to] what place will they now remove; and will they enjoy any better security in the new abode which they may select? But to the proceedings: 

A meeting of the citizens of Jackson county, to the number of four or five hundred, was held at Independence on the 20th of July. Their avowed object was to take measures to rid themselves of the Mormonites… 


… The committee express their fears that, should this population continue to increase, they will soon have all the offices of the county in their hands; and that the lives and property of other citizens would be insecure… 


… But as to the other matters set forth in this paper, we feel called on by every consideration of self-preservation, good society, public morals, and the fair prospects, that if not blasted in the germ, await this young and beautiful country, at once to declare, and we do most solemnly declare, 

"1. That no Mormon in future move and shall settle in this county. 

"2. That those now there, who shall give a definite pledge of their intention within a reasonable time to remove out of the county, shall be allowed to remain unmolested until they have sufficient time to sell their property and close their business without any material sacrifice. 

"3. That the editor of the 'Star' be required forthwith to close his office, and discontinue the business of printing in this county; and also all other stores and shops belonging to the sect, their owners must in every case strictly comply with the terms of the second article of this declaration, and upon failure, prompt and efficient measures will be taken to close the same. 

"4. That the Mormon leaders here, are required to use their influence in preventing any further emigration of their distant brethren to this county, and to counsel and advise their brethren here to comply with the above requisitions. 

"5. That those who fail to comply with these requisitions, be referred to those of their brethren who have the gifts of divination, and unknown tongues, to inform them of the lot that awaits them. 

Which address being read and considered was unanimously adopted. And thereupon it was resolved that a committee of twelve be appointed forthwith to wait on the Mormon leaders and see that the foregoing requisitions are strictly complied with by them; …


The report of the committee was unanimously adopted by the meeting and it was then adjourned.                      Source: http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/OH/chrd1831.htm#041732 
Warren Foote, 1817-1903
Autobiography (1817-1846)

	26th. [May 1838] … We drove a mile south of the village, and pitched our tents, and put on our wagon covers. Mr. Markham had some trouble with some fellows, who said that he owed them, but the truth is, they are persecuting him because he is a "Mormon". Many who left Kirtland had to steal away privately because of persecution. Their persecutors would swear out writs of attachments, and follow them, and attach their teams or goods, they would then have to stop and have a trial or pay an unjust demand; and sometimes both. Samuel Smith, a brother of the Prophet Joseph, had to secrete himself at Father's house a short time, to evade his pursuers. Mr. Markham put $116.00 into my hands for safe keeping, until he could get rid of his persecutors.

17th. [September 1845].  Mother and Sidnie are still mending. The mobbers have been burning the houses of the Saints up to this time. They have burned out and drove all south of us, and they have sent us word that they would visit us today. They have permitted the brethren to take their things out of their houses before they set them afire. The Twelve Apostles have counseled the Saints not to resist them up to the present time, although Sheriff Backenstos has done all in his power to quell them. He is friendly to the Saints and the mobbers hate him. They call him a Jack Mormon. We fully expected the mob would burn our houses today, and I began to prepare for it, by taking some of the things out of my house. Mother was not able to sit up but little, while I was busy in carrying out all the things, she said, "Warren be sure to take out the soap barrel." She seemed to think more of the soap than anything else. The mobbers did not come, and in the afternoon we got orders to give them cold lead if they came to molest us. 

The sheriff called out a posse from Nauvoo today and went down towards Warsaw, to head the mobbers, which they did, which was the cause of their not coming to burn us out. There has been five or six of the mobbers killed. One was killed a mile and a quarter from here, on the main road from Nauvoo to Warsaw by O. P. Rockwell. It happened on this wise. The sheriff was going to Warsaw; and meeting the mobbers, or rather, before he met them seeing their hostile intentions he wheeled his horse and fled towards Nauvoo. A few of the mobbers gave chase. On arriving at the top of the hill south of China Creek the Sheriff espied a man at the foot of the hill and demanded his assistance. It proved to be O. Porter Rockwell who happened to be passing. The sheriff quickly made known the situation and they, taking shelter in a thicket of hazel brush, awaited the mobbers. They soon made their appearance on the brow of the hill, and a fellow by the name of Worrell being the foremost one fell mortally wounded. When the others came up and saw their comrade weltering in his blood they were seized with fear and taking Worrell up they fled with all possible speed for Warsaw. Rockwell thus saved the life of Sheriff Backenstos.


	Writs of attachment: an attempt to seize (take) another’s property 


Source: Autobiography of William Foote (1817-1846): http://www.boap.org/LDS/Early-Saints/WFoote.html 
(used with permission by the Book of Abraham Project, Brigham Young University)
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TRIUMPHS OF THE MORMON  FAITH. 

-- Several verbal statements agree in establishing the following facts. 

That on Saturday night, March 24, a number of persons, some say 25 or 30, disguised with coloured faces, entered the rooms in Hiram, where the two Mormonite leaders, Smith and Rigdon were sleeping, and took them, together with the pillows on which they slept, carried them a short distance and after besmearing their bodies with tar, applied the contents of the pillows to the same. 

Now Mr. Editor, I call this a base transaction, an unlawful act, a work of darkness, a diabolical trick. But bad as it is, it proves one important truth which every wise man knew before, that is, that Satan has more power than the pretended prophets of Mormon. It is said that they (Smith and Rigdon) had declared, in anticipation of such an event, that it could not be done -- that God would not suffer it; that those who should attempt it, would be miraculously smitten on the spot, and many such like things, which the event proves to be false. 

Source: http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/OH/chrd1831.htm#041732 
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THE  MORMONITES -- NULLIFICATION. 

Some very extraordinary proceedings have recently taken place in Jackson county, in this State, against the sect of fanatics called Mormons. 


A meeting of the citizens of Jackson county, to the number of four or five hundred, was held at Independence on the 20th of July. Their… object was to … rid themselves of the Mormonites… 

… The committee express their fears that, should this population continue to increase, they will soon [control all of the elected positions] of the county… and that the lives and property of other citizens would be insecure… 


… we … at once to declare...

"1. That no Mormon in future move and shall settle in this county. 

"3. That the editor of the [Mormon newspaper] be required to close his office, and discontinue the business of printing in this county; and also all other stores and shops belonging to the [Mormons], their owners must [sell their property and move away] and upon failure, prompt… measures will be taken to close [those businesses].

"4. That the Mormon leaders here, are… to use their influence [to help stop] any further emigration of [other Mormons] to this county…


The report of the committee was unanimously adopted by the meeting and it was then adjourned. 

Excerpted Source: http://www.sidneyrigdon.com/dbroadhu/OH/chrd1831.htm#041732
Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org American History Grant 2011-12                           3-31-12

All copyrights are reserved. 


