Attachment 7A

 Push and Pull Factors to Ohio
Europeans come to America and Ohio

Europeans came to the New World for many different reasons.  Spain set up missions to bring Christianity to the Native Americans.  France sent hunters and trappers to North America.  They traded with the Native Americans for animal furs.  Animal furs were plentiful in North America.  England’s explorers at Jamestown came looking for gold and wealth.   The English Pilgrims settled at Plymouth, Massachusetts for freedom to practice their own religion.  However, all Europeans came to the New World to claim new land for their country.  This resulted in conflict among the Europeans and Native Americans.

 By the 1700s, both France and England claimed lands in the Ohio River Valley.  However, the Native Americans were living on this land.  They considered this land their home.  They believed the land could not be owned by one person.  The Europeans wanted the land for their expansion:  to grow crops and build homes.  Also, France wanted beaver fur to ship home.  There were large profits to be made in the fur trade.  The French people wanted the latest fashions so beaver fur was needed for fur collars, hats and trim for coats.  The French gave the Indians metal hatchets, pots, clothes and guns in exchange.  At the same time, the British colonies were expanding and trading with the Native Americans.  
As time passed, the Native Americans became dependent on the European goods.  Some Native Americans only traded with the French, while others traded with the British, and some traded with both.  As conflict grew between the Europeans, the Native Americans were forced to choose sides.  This conflict over land resulted in the French and Indian War.  The Native Americans and the French together fought the British.  However, after nine years, the Treaty of Paris was signed and France gave their land to Great Britain in 1763.  This treaty did not stop the fighting, and the Indians and the settlers continued to struggle for control of the land.

Settlers in Ohio
The settlers were still not happy.  They did not want to be ruled by Great Britain.  They did not want to pay more taxes to Britain, and they did not want to follow British laws.  Tensions rose and colonists began to call for independence from Britain.  In April 1775, colonists and British soldiers met at Lexington, shots rang out, and this marked the start of the American Revolution.  After seven years, the Americans won the American Revolutionary War and the British went home to Great Britain.  

Following the American Revolution, many colonists packed up and headed west leaving their old lives behind while searching for a better life.   Many people moved to what would become Ohio.  There were plenty of natural resources including land for growing crops, and plenty of rainfall to help the crops grow.   The land also had many trees to build homes.  The forests were filled with animals and fish swam in the lakes and rivers.  The rivers and Indian trails could be used to carry goods and crops to market.  

Many people from the East moved west to the Northwest Territory.  Most of the better land in the East was already settled and too expensive to buy.   Many poor people hoped they could buy small farms while slaves dreamed of freedom to the north of the Ohio River.  
The Northwest Territory was made up of land north of the Ohio River and west to the Mississippi River.  The Northwest Land Ordinance of 1785 was passed to encourage settlers to move and set up their homes in this area.  

Land in the Northwest Territory was cheap and most families settled in the southern part of Ohio.  Land to the north risked attacks by unfriendly Indians.  Settlers often built their homes near water and trees.  Water was necessary for cooking, drinking and cleaning, while trees were a must for building houses, fences, furniture, and firewood.  Eventually in 1803, Ohio became the first state carved from the Northwest Territory.  
Immigrants Come to Ohio

By 1815, most Native Americans had lost their lands and were living on reservations.  Americans continued to migrate to Ohio and farther west.  Migration is the movement of people from one place to another.  Immigrants, settlers from other countries, also were coming to Ohio in large numbers.  Immigration is the movement of people from one country to another to live.  
Most of the immigrants came from Ireland and Germany.  Many of the Germans settled in areas such as Cincinnati and Zoar.  They settled in Cleveland and central Ohio.  Many immigrants came to escape religious persecution, wars and hardships.  For example, the Germans who settled in Zoar came for religious freedom while the Irish were facing starvation in Ireland due to their main crop, the potato, failing.

Industry in Post Civil War Ohio
People were moving to Ohio from other countries and states.  People knew Ohio was a good place to find jobs in industry.  Ohio still had many farms, but factories were becoming more and more important.   Cities and factories were growing rapidly.  People were inventing machines that could do work faster than people could do by hand.  It was Ohio’s food, money and factory goods that helped the North win the Civil War.  It was Ohio’s location, natural resources, people, and transportation that led to Ohio’s growth.
Ohio was in a good location with Lake Erie to the north and the Ohio River to the south.  The rest of the state was filled with rivers, and people could move goods through Ohio and to other states.  Lake Erie and the Ohio River also connected Ohio to the outside world.  

Ohio had ample natural resources needed for modern industry.  Coal, natural gas, oil, and iron ore were necessary to make products.  These natural resources led to oil and glass industries developing in Ohio.  In 1870, John D. Rockefeller formed the Standard Oil Company in Cleveland.  Edward Libbey moved his glass factory to Toledo.  Later other glass factories moved to the area, and Toledo became known as the “Glass City.”  Rich coal mines were located in the eastern section of the state.  Even though coal mining was dangerous, many immigrants came to the area to find work in the mines.   (See Attachment 10)  
Ohioans were hard working people.  They had been farmers, canal builders and railroad builders.  As more immigrants moved to Ohio, they were ready to live in big cities and work in factories or to start their own businesses.  Also, they were hoping life in the big city would be more exciting and entertaining than the family farm.  Former slaves were moving north to the growing cities; they hoped to find jobs on the railroads or at expanding factories.
The growth in transportation also contributed to the growth of Ohio.  Ohio’s people built roads, canals, and railroads throughout Ohio. As a result, people were coming to Ohio to build factories and sell their goods to the world.  Shipping ports were located in Cincinnati, Cleveland and Toledo.  Trains and boats could be loaded from these ports and products moved to the cities.

An early industry in Ohio was the sawmill.  Using water power, people could split heavy logs into boards more easily.  Water power was also used in gristmills.  Many towns had these so that farmers could take their corn and wheat and grind these farm products into flour and meal.  As industries grew, they needed more than water as their source of power.  Coal became the primary fuel for factories producing glass, farm machines, soap, and other goods.   The coal miners faced hardships to keep industries running.  (See Attachment 11) 
Coal was needed for many major industries.  For example, a new industry for Ohio began when Goodrich moved his rubber company to Akron in 1871.  Akron became known as the “Rubber Capital of the World.”    Cleveland and Youngstown needed coal to fire the furnaces in their steel factories.   These products were shipped all over the country.  
Cincinnati became the largest Ohio factory town and was nicknamed the “Queen City”.  Proctor & Gamble started making candles and soon changed to making soap, which they are known for today.

Columbus soon became Ohio’s third largest city.  Columbus had been a town primarily used for selling farm goods, but soon factories produced books, gas engines and electric motors.
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