Attachment 17


Comparing Modern and Historical Maps of Fort Meigs 
Answer Key






Go to the Ohio Historical Society Fort Meigs website.  http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/ftmeigs/fm01b.html
Compare the three displayed maps of Fort Meigs through time. Use Goggle site: http://maps.google.com/ to locate Fort Meigs.  

Compare the Google map to the others. Be sure to Identify the type of map you viewed using Google maps.

	Map 
	Fort Meigs 1813
	Fort Meigs 1968
	Fort Meigs interactive map
	Fort Meigs on Google maps

	Is this a modern or a historical map?


	Historical
	Historical, but more modern (within last 50 years)
	Modern
	Modern

	What kind of map is this? (drawn, GPS, GIS, aerial photography, Internet-based mapping application, aerial and other photographs, remote sensing images)
	Hand drawn
	Aerial
	Interactive (Internet-based computer model of Fort Meigs)
	Internet-based mapping application

	Describe what you see. (size, shape, graphical elements, place/s)


	River, fort site, forest
	Paved roads, bridge over the river, 
monument, trees, buildings
	Computer- generated model of Fort Meigs
	Interactive, zoom, search features, different views – street, satellite, earth

	What is the source of the map? (who, what)


	Unknown; perhaps American military
	Unknown; perhaps Ohio Historical Society
	
	Google, Inc.

	What is the occasion? (When was it created? What else is going on during that time?)
	War of 1812, Americans and British are fighting for control of land
	Taken before Ohio Historical Society began renovation; to record how it looked in 1968
	
	Updated frequently by Google: for profit by selling ads on database

	Who is the intended audience?


	American military
	Present and future generations interested in history
	Visitors, history buffs
	consumer

	What is the purpose of the map?


	To plan strategy
	Record history
	To preview or review what is at the site
	To help consumer plan routes confidently; to make money


Comparing Modern and Historical Maps of Fort Meigs
Answer Key
Write a paragraph explaining how using modern maps with historical maps helped you understand the importance of the location of Fort Meigs in the War of 1812.  

Note:  The historical map and modern map must be referenced in the student’s answer. 

· The modern map clearly shows how close Fort Meigs was to Lake Erie. The fort was located on the Maumee River where the river narrows.  Since the river is wider the closer it gets to the lake, it would give the British ships coming from Canada access into United States territory.  Since one can see the river narrows where the fort is located, one can deduce it would be a good place to cross the river if British troops came overland from Detroit.  Conversely, where the river narrows would be a good place for the Americans to build a fort to stop the British coming up the river or across land from Detroit.  An American fort built there could be used as a base of operations for the Americans to attack Detroit or Canada since it provided access to each place while still protecting American territory. 

· The historical map shows the fort’s location where the river narrows. The fort protects the river. The historical map shows forest near the fort, and the fort appears to be on higher ground overlooking the river. The height would give the Americans an advantage in protecting the river. Controlling access to the river would control trade. The British and Americans each wanted to control trade. The Indians and the British did not want Americans in land they claimed. If the Americans had a fort on the river, it would weaken the Indians’ position in the land. Also, the British did not want an American fort at a strategic location that could be used as a base of operations to attack Detroit or invade Canada.
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