Attachment 6

“The Fight for Woman Suffrage” 

Primary Source Activity – Teacher’s Key

Directions:  Using the attached primary source documents, answer the following questions.

Votes for Women!  The Woman’s Reason
1.  Identify four distinct arguments in support of woman suffrage from the document.

Answers will vary.  All should all be found on the primary document.

2.  Which one do you find most compelling or logical?  Explain why.

Answers will vary.  Students should explain why the argument they chose was a compelling or logical argument.

Some Reasons Why We Oppose Votes for Women

3.  Do you find any of the arguments in opposition to woman suffrage compelling or logical?  If yes, explain why.  If no, explain why not.  
Answers will vary.  While students may not feel comfortable choosing an argument in opposition to suffrage, tell them to consider what American society and gender roles were like at the time.
4.  Which one do you find the least compelling or least logical?  Explain why. 
Answers will vary.  Students should explain why the argument they chose was not a very compelling or logical argument.

Official Program, Woman Suffrage Parade

5.  What method or tactic are the suffragists using in this document?

They organized a public parade or rally in the nation’s capital.

6.  What do you think the suffragists hoped to accomplish with this method/tactic?  How effective do you think it would be in helping them promote their message and/or achieve their goal?  What would be the drawbacks or possible negative consequences of using this method/tactic?  
Answers may state that the women were trying to draw attention to their cause from the public or government officials.  Drawbacks could include: lack of interest, hostility or opposition from the crowd. 
Working in the Offices of The Suffragist
7.  What method or tactic are the suffragists using in this document?

They published a pro-suffrage newspaper.

8.  What do you think the suffragists hoped to accomplish with this method/tactic?  How effective do you think it would be in helping them promote their message and/or achieve their goal?  What would be the drawbacks or possible negative consequences of using this method/tactic?  Answers may state that the suffragists were trying to inform the public about their cause and/or progress being made, and that the articles published in The Suffragist could be reprinted in other newspapers.  Drawbacks could include: lack of readership, time/money wasted publishing a paper when it could be spent on other methods.

Picketing the White House / Virginia Arnold
9.  What method or tactic are the suffragists using in these documents?  [Note:  This occurred before and during the United States involvement in World War I.  America’s enemy, Germany, was led by Kaiser Wilhelm.]  Picketing/protesting outside the White House; criticizing the president during wartime; pointing out the hypocrisy in Wilson’s support for democracy in Europe at a time when American women were denied it at home.
10.  What do you think the suffragists hoped to accomplish with this method/tactic?  How effective do you think it would be in helping them promote their message and/or achieve their goal?  What would be the drawbacks or possible negative consequences of using this method/tactic?  Answers may state that the suffragists were drawing attention to their cause with a controversial protest, that they were trying to win the president’s support, or that they were trying to embarrass the president into supporting woman suffrage so not to appear hypocritical.  Drawbacks could include: hostility from passers-by, losing support from those who found this tactic too controversial or unpatriotic in wartime, arrest or harassment for criticizing the president in violation of the Sedition Act.
“Miss Alice Paul on Hunger Strike”
11.  What method or tactic are the suffragists using in this document?

Hunger strike (refusal to eat to draw attention to one’s cause).

12.  What do you think the suffragists hoped to accomplish with this method/tactic?  How effective do you think it would be in helping them promote their message and/or achieve their goal?  What would be the drawbacks or possible negative consequences of using this method/tactic?  Answers may state that the suffragists were attempting to gain sympathy for their cause by suffering or even dying, that they were trying to force the president to support suffrage because he did not want women to die, especially during the war.  Drawbacks could include: the women could actually die, the public could view their actions as too radical, the public could think them insane and thus dismiss their passion for the actions of a crazy person. 
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