Attachment 8

Iron Jawed Angels 							Answer Key
Discussion Questions (if watching only select clips)

1.  What are a few of the reasons that some men and women had for opposing women’s suffrage (the right to vote)?  Answers could include:  women were uneducated about politics, a “woman’s place was in the home” and involvement in politics could take them away from their home responsibilities,  politics was “ugly” and women should be shielded from it, many women did not want to vote.

2.  List some of actions used by Alice Paul and the other suffragettes.  Answers could include: organizing a parade, passing-out information/flyers, publishing a newspaper, writing letters to newspapers, lobbying Congress, organizing protests in front of the White House, hunger strikes.


3.  Summarize Woodrow Wilson’s position on women’s suffrage. Why does Wilson change his mind? Why does he believe Congress should also support suffrage for women?  Wilson is initially hesitant to support suffrage.  He claimed he was not well-informed on the issue.  He also seemed to support a state-by-state campaign for suffrage as opposed to a federal Constitutional amendment.  He changed his mind, in part, due to the pickets and protests (including the hunger strike) by Alice Paul and her organization.  He later believed women’s service to the war effort earned them the right to vote.

4.  Explain the following quotes.  What did they mean in the context of the movie? 
a.  Woodrow Wilson: “We shall fight for the things which we have always carried
nearest to our hearts, for democracy, for the rights of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments.”   Answers will vary.

[bookmark: _GoBack]i.  When did Wilson say this?  It was part of his arguments for entering the 
U.S. into World War I.  He was speaking of the oppressed in Europe.

ii.  How did the suffragists use it?  They turned his own words against him, pointing out the hypocrisy of fighting for freedom and democracy in Europe when half of all Americans – women – were denied full participation (suffrage) at home.

b.  Alice Paul: “Look into your heart. I swear to you, mine’s no different… You want
a voice in the government under which you live? So do I.”  Answers will vary. 
Students should include some understanding that Alice Paul is explaining to the
prison psychiatrist that women are not that different from men, that as citizens,
they too wish to have a voice in the government.  Throughout the movie, Paul
stressed how unfair it was that women must obey the laws but they have no voice
in who makes them.


5. How does this video align to the Enduring Understanding:  As people face problems, they take action?   Answers will vary as they connect to the statements in Question 4. 
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