Attachment 4 A


 “Postwar Population Shifts” 


Name _______________________________
Primary Source Activity

Directions:  Use Attachment 2 primary source documents to answer the following questions.

A. Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (“G.I. Bill”)

1.  In what two major ways did the G.I. Bill assist World War II veterans when they returned home after the war?

B. Racial Composition of Major U.S. Cities: 1940 vs. 1990

2.  Examining the five major cities listed, how did the racial composition (white to black ratio) change between 1940 and 1990?

3.  List some possible reasons that might explain why the racial composition of these cities changed as it did.

C. Postwar Birth Rates, 1940—1960

4.  What trend do you see in the American birth rate between 1940 and 1960?

5.  Why might an increasing birth rate (and larger family size) cause people to leave the cities for the suburbs?

D. A Criticism of Suburbanization and a Defense of Suburbanization

6.  Summarize the main ideas of both Mumford (A Criticism) and Patterson (A Defense).

7.  Which assessment of suburbanization – Mumford’s or Patterson’s – do you tend to agree with?  Why?

E. 2008 Election Results, Ohio Counties

8.  Which party gets more electoral support from urban areas (large counties with large cities of more than 100,000 people)?

9.  Which party gets more electoral support from suburban areas (fairly large counties with suburbs of fewer than 100,000 people) and rural areas (small counties with towns/villages of less than 5,000 people)?

F. Images of the “Rust Belt”

10.  Based on what you see in these images, what can you infer are some of the economic effects of the mass migration from the “Rust Belt” to the “Sun Belt”?
11.  What can you infer are some of the social effects of this migration?

G. Congressional Representation by State: 1940-2010 

12.  Which states show increases in congressional representation between 1940 and 2010?  In which region(s) of the country are these states?

13.  Which states show decreases in congressional representation between 1940 and 2010?  In which region(s) of the country are these states?

14.  How might these changes affect the political influence of these states in Congress?

H. Recent Presidential Elections

15.  From which regions of the country have nearly all of the recent presidents come?

16.  How might the election of a president affect the political influence of his home state or region?
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