Attachment 6B


Enrichment: Fill in the Blank Activity

Why did the Amish come to America? Answer Key

The Amish culture began in Europe in Switzerland and Germany and France.  They wanted to live a peaceful life with deep devotion to the God they believed in and served. There were many factors that influenced their decision to leave Europe and settle in America. Europe had been in a long and expensive war.  They needed soldiers to fight and all citizens had to serve.  The Amish were pacifists, they did not believe in fighting.  Their government would force them to serve in the military against their will.  

Most European babies were baptized when they were born.  The Amish did not agree with this practice.  Instead, the Amish thought that individuals should decide for themselves if they wanted to follow God and be baptized when they were older.  Many people thought this was an awful practice and criticized the Amish.  Some Amish followers were arrested and tortured for their beliefs.

Another reason that life was becoming difficult for the Amish was related to their way of making a living.  Most Amish preferred to live on the land and farm.  In Europe, land was becoming less available which made it more expensive to purchase.  Disagreement regarding forced military service, conflicting ideas about baptism, and farm land that was too expensive pushed the Amish toward a decision to start over again in the United States, a place where religious freedom and inexpensive land were promised.  
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