Attachment 3


United States President James K. Polk believed that California and New Mexico rightly belonged to the U.S. – the idea of Manifest Destiny.
Polk had offered to buy California and New Mexico from Mexico three times, but each time Mexico refused to sell them to the United States. The U.S. also wanted Mexico to accept the Rio Grande River as the Texas/Mexico border, not the Nueces River.

Polk figured that if the United 
States could go to war with 
Mexico, we could fight to acquire 
California and New Mexico from 
the Mexican government.

Polk wanted to make sure the American people believed the Mexicans “started” the fighting so that declaring war on Mexico would be justified.
Polk sent a small force of United
States soldiers into the disputed
area between the Rio Grande 
and Nueces Rivers, knowing that 
this would anger the Mexican 
dictator.
Eventually, a small force of Mexican soldiers attacked the United States soldiers that were stationed between the rivers.
Polk said that the attack on the 
U.S. soldiers was grounds for 
war with Mexico, as Mexico had 
“invaded our territory and shed 
American blood on American 
soil.”
Some Americans believed that the 
United States soldiers provoked the 
attack and that the spot where the 
first attack occurred was not 
American soil, but Mexican soil.
Therefore, Polk had no grounds for
blaming the war on Mexico.  These 
same people believed that Polk 
and the others simply wanted to 
carry slavery into the new western 
territories.

In spite of the controversy, 
Congress declared war on 
Mexico in 1846. 
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