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Preface:  This unit will focus ONLY on Mexico and the remainder of Content Statement 9 will be addressed in your regular units.  
I Can Statements – Self-Assessment Attachment 1 

· This sheet provides students with the Enduring Understanding and the Essential Question(s) that generated the I Can Statements.  Distribute the attachment to students at the start of the unit as an overview of what they will be expected to know.  Each day take a few minutes to provide students the opportunity to determine their range of understanding for the unit.  
· This is not for a grade.  It is to inform the student where he/she is on the continuum of learning.   There are columns for students’ notes – questions – pictorials.  
Day 1 Frontloading the Unit:
· Play the clip from the movie The Alamo that shows the Mexican dictator Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna discussing with his generals what will happen to Mexico if  they do not defeat the Texans in the battle for the southwestern part of today’s United States.

· Ask students what they think of Santa Anna’s fears for his country’s future.  Were his fears realistic?  Sample responses could include: 
· Yes, his fears were realistic because in many ways, they have come true.  Many Mexicans yearn to live in the United States, so they choose to risk their freedom and sometimes their lives by crossing the border illegally to come here.  Many work in the United States illegally and are often paid far less than an American citizen would be.
Introduce the Enduring Understanding:  

· Regions/nations develop and change over time.  
· Unit Specific:  The desire for resources leads to changing boundaries.

· Have students fold a piece of paper into two columns.  Have them write “West Coast” at the top of one column and “East Coast” at the top of the other.  Have them brainstorm what they think it would be like to live on each coast of the United States in the early 1840s.
· Sample responses could include:
· East Coast: 
· Cities were often crowded and dirty.  
· They were unhealthy and often dangerous places in which to live.  
· There were fewer and fewer opportunities for people to improve their position in society.  
· Land was becoming more and more scarce.

· West Coast 
· It was viewed by many as a place where they could start anew.  
· Though the journey out west was dangerous, the risk was considered worth taking by these brave pioneers.  
· In the west, there was plenty of fertile land available, and it was a much healthier place to live. 

Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  
Day 1 (continued)
Ask the Essential Questions: What factors and decisions contribute to cooperation and or conflict within and among regions/nations?  Why do regions/nations develop and change?  
Conflict:
· The problem was that much of this land out west that the Americans wanted for relocation belonged to the Mexican government (areas such as present day Texas, New Mexico and California).  The Americans were welcomed at first, but as more and more Americans came and started outnumbering Mexicans in these areas, the Mexican government decided that it wanted the influx of Americans to stop.

· At that point, many Americans now considered these areas their homes, and they were prepared to fight for them.  Those in positions of power in the United States felt that the United States was meant to stretch from “sea to shining sea” – from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean – almost as if it was God’s will.  Many felt that violence was the only way this situation would be resolved. The United States and Mexico would go to war.

Vocabulary

· Use the vocabulary PowerPoint presentation, to discuss each slide with the class as a whole on the SmartBoard.   Attachment 2  
· territory

· treaties

· purchases

· borders
· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

· Gadsden Purchase

· Manifest Destiny
· Mexican War

I Can Statements - Exit Ticket 

· Based on today’s primary source experiences, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statement 1.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1 









· Emphasize:  Students are to place an “honest” evaluation of their current knowledge.  This is NOT for a grade but to help them to keep a record of their growth in understanding the content over the next few days.  
Day 2
Background:

· Copy each of the following statements printed on an 11’’ x 17’’ size paper.  Attachment 3
· United States President James K. Polk believed that California and New Mexico rightly belonged to the U.S. – the idea of Manifest Destiny.

· Polk had offered to buy California and New Mexico from Mexico three times, but each time Mexico refused to sell them to the United States. The U.S. also wanted Mexico to accept the Rio Grande River as the Texas/Mexico border, not the Nueces River.
· Polk figured that if the United States could go to war with Mexico, we could fight to acquire California and New Mexico from the Mexican government.

· Polk wanted to make sure the American people believed the Mexicans “started” the fighting so that declaring war on Mexico would be justified.

Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Day 2 (continued)
· Polk sent a small force of United States soldiers into the disputed area between the Rio Grande and Nueces Rivers, knowing that this would anger the Mexican dictator.
· Eventually, a small force of Mexican soldiers attacked the United States soldiers that were stationed between the rivers.

· Polk said that the attack on the U.S. soldiers was grounds for war with Mexico, as Mexico had “invaded our territory and shed American blood on American soil.”

· Some Americans believed that the United States soldiers provoked the attack and that the spot where the first attack occurred was not American soil, but Mexican soil.

· Therefore, Polk had no grounds for blaming the war on Mexico.  These same people believed that Polk and the others simply wanted to carry slavery into the new western territories.

· In spite of the controversy, Congress declared war on Mexico in 1846. 

· Assign ten students to stand across the front of the classroom, each with a poster, and give them a few minutes to try to place themselves in the correct order of occurrence.  The students without posters can help, as well.  When the time is up, go over the correct order and have the students read their posters aloud to the class. 
· What was the issue?  Was it cooperation or conflict?  
· Americans were divided over the issue of going to war with Mexico.  
Primary Sources

· Using two primary sources, have the students break into two groups and defend the position of their authors regarding the onset of the Mexican War:
· A soldier’s diary: Colonel Ethan Allen Hitchcock, who challenges the validity of the Mexican War, June 30, 1845 to March 26, 1846  Attachment 4
Hitchcock, Ethan Allen. 50 years in Camp and Field: Diary of Major-Genral Ethan Allan Hitchcock. ed. W.A. Croffut. G.P. Putnam and Sons. New York: 1909. http://books.google.com/books?id=VhJ-4yKyrhoC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false (accessed April 12, 2012).



or http://tinyurl.com/cwc8o59 
· A message to Congress: President James K. Polk’s Message on the War with Mexico on May 11, 1846  Attachment 5  

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/two/mexdec.htm 

· Groups will create a summary of four statements to defend their assigned position.  
· Each group will present their statements to the class.  

Formative Assessment – Essential Question

· Write a response to the following and link it to the Essential Question: What factors and decisions contribute to cooperation and or conflict within and among regions/nations?

· If you had been alive in 1846, what position would you have taken on the

possibility of going to war with Mexico?  (cooperation or conflict)
I Can Statements
Based on today’s primary source experience, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statements 2 and 3.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  (continued)
Day 3
Formative Assessment:  

· Follow-Up to the question:  If you had been alive in 1846, what position would you have taken on the possibility of going to war with Mexico?

· In-Progress Students

· Through a teacher direction dialogue, students will be guided to cite concrete reasons why they would be for or against the War with Mexico based on what we have covered thus far.

· Mastery Students

· Students who have reached a mastery level can work on answering questions about political cartoons from the time period.
http://www.polk-fl.net/staff/teachers/tah/documents/turningpoints/lessons/b-mexicanwarcartoons-pobjecky.pdf   or  http://tinyurl.com/ctx9sow 
Summary for Students (utilize references from your textbook) 
· Explain to the students that, not surprisingly, the United States did go to war with Mexico.  
· The Mexican War lasted from 1846-1848, and overall, it was not very difficult for the United States military to defeat the Mexicans.
· In 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, ending the war between The U.S. and Mexico.

· The United States solidified its ownership of Texas.  

· The U.S. acquired both the California Territory and the Utah/New Mexico Territory from Mexico in that treaty.  Almost immediately, people started to question whether or not slavery would spread to these areas.
· Have students take notes on these facts by simply filling in the blanks on the note sheet.  Attachment 6 and Attachment 7 Answer Key
· To support their geographic understanding of the land being added to the United States, have them shade the land areas that were acquired.  Attachment 8 and Attachment 9 Answer Key (http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/us1860.pdf )

Gadsden Purchase

· Raise awareness that there is one little strip of land remaining down in the left-hand corner with no label. 
· Show the Video clip with Jimmy Fallon about the Gadsden Purchase.
http://vimeo.com/10734221  

*Preview to determine your school’s policy for one word as it switches from the 

first to the second comedian in the audience. 
· Ask the question:  
· Predict what would be the interest of an entrepreneur in purchasing this section of land along the southern boundaries of Arizona and New Mexico. 
· How would this purchase apply to the Essential Question: Why do regions/nations develop and change?  

· The purchase would permit businessmen to open new markets in the far west by building the new railroad.  
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  

Day 3 (continued)  
Summarize the following to the students:
· Five years later in 1853, the United States was in the process of completing a Transcontinental Railroad that would stretch to the Pacific Ocean.  They needed a small strip of land in the southwestern corner of the continental U.S. in order to complete the railroad.

· The United States would purchase that small strip of land from Mexico, known as the Gadsden Purchase, thereby completing the present-day size of the continental United States.
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0819976.html 
· Complete the rest of the map by filling in the Gadsden Purchase piece.
I Can Statements - Summative
· Determine your readiness for tomorrow’s summative assessment.  Place a checkmark by each statement that you have mastered.  Attachment 1 
· Review your vocabulary, readings, and video discussions for any remaining unclear statements for tomorrow. 

Day 4
Summative Assessment
· Distribute the assessment:  Attachment 10.













Revised 2010 Social Studies Standards





Strand: History			


Topic:   Expansion





Content Statement 9:


The United States added to its territory through treaties and purchases.





Content Elaboration:    


The United States negotiated treaties with and purchases from other countries in an effort to expand its territory and to solidify its borders.





Treaties were negotiated with Spain, Great Britain, and Mexico (e.g., Adams-Onis Treaty, Webster-Ashburton Treaty, Oregon Treaty, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo). 





The United States expanded its territory through purchases from France, Mexico, and Russia (e.g., Louisiana Purchase, Gadsden Purchase, Alaska purchase).





Expectations for Learning: 


Describe how the United States added to its territory through treaties and purchases.  


(ONLY Mexico is taught in this unit.)








(*) This identifies the Content Elaboration being assessed for 


the Summative Assessment question.

















List of Attachments and the Purpose for Each:  (These are hyperlinked.) 





� HYPERLINK "01_I_Can_Statements.doc" ��Attachment 01:	I Can Statements for Self-Assessment  � 


� HYPERLINK "02_Vocab_PowerPoint.ppt" ��Attachment 02:	PowerPoint: Vocabulary  � 


� HYPERLINK "03_Attachment_Posters.doc" ��Attachment 03:	Ten Background Statements – Ledger Size  � 


� HYPERLINK "04_Diary_Colonel_Hitchcock.doc" ��Attachment 04:	Soldier’s Diary Hitchcock�


� HYPERLINK "05_Polk_War_Message.doc" ��Attachment 05:	President Polk’s Message�


� HYPERLINK "06_Notes_Day%203.doc" ��Attachment 06:	Note Sheet�


� HYPERLINK "07_Answer_Key.doc" ��Attachment 07:  Note Sheet Answer key�


� HYPERLINK "08_Map_Student.png" ��Attachment 08:	Map�


� HYPERLINK "09_Map_Key.png" ��Attachment 09:	Map Answer Key�


� HYPERLINK "10_Summative%20_Assessment.doc" ��Attachment 10: Summative Assessment�











Primary Source(s): Details for utilizing the source(s) will be noted on the daily lesson plan. 





A soldier’s diary  entry who challenges the validity of the Mexican War, June 30, 1845 to March 26, 1846  � HYPERLINK "04_Diary_Colonel_Hitchcock.doc" ��Attachment 4�


Hitchcock, Ethan Allen. 50 years in Camp and Field: Diary of Major-Genral Ethan Allan Hitchcock. ed. W.A. Croffut. G.P. Putnam and Sons. New York:1909. 


� HYPERLINK "http://books.google.com/books?id=VhJ-4yKyrhoC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&g&f=false" �http://books.google.com/books?id=VhJ-4yKyrhoC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&g&f=false� 


(accessed April 26, 2012).  Or


� HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/c3shwaw" �http://tinyurl.com/c3shwaw� 





A message to Congress: President James K. Polk’s Message on the War with Mexico on May 11, 1846  � HYPERLINK "05_Polk_War_Message.doc" ��Attachment 5 � 


James K. Polk,. A special message calling for a declaration of war against Mexico to the Congress of the United States. May 11, 1846. Washington, D.C. Steven R. Butler, ed. A Documentary History of the Mexican War. (Richardson, TX: Descendants of Mexican War Veterans, 1995. pp. 67-71. � HYPERLINK "http://www.dmwv.org/mexwar/documents/polk.htm" �http://www.dmwv.org/mexwar/documents/polk.htm� (accessed April 26, 2012). 


Permission is granted to reproduce this page provided the information it contains is used for private, non-profit purposes. 


Citation: Steven R. Butler, ed. A Documentary History of the Mexican War (Richardson, Texas: Descendants of Mexican War Veterans, 1995), pp. 67-71.  (accessed April 26, 2012).








 


Materials Needed:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Alamo-Widescreen-Dennis-Quaid/dp/B0002DRDBY/ref=sr_1_2?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1329518780&sr=1-2" �The Alamo (Widescreen Edition)� Starring Dennis Quaid, Billy Bob Thornton, DVD


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Alamo-Widescreen-Dennis-Quaid/dp/B0002DRDBY/ref=sr_1_2?s=movies-tv&ie=UTF8&qid=1329518780&sr=1-2" �Buy new�: $9.99 $8.99 Amazon.com 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Alamo-Widescreen-Dennis-Quaid/dp/B0002DRDBY/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1329347657&sr=8-2" ���








5.  Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  


  At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishes practice at the recall and comprehension levels


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


  At the Application/Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.


























Focus Concepts: (Nouns – Content)


What are the actual discipline specific nouns 


used in the content statement and elaboration ?





Focus Skills: (Verbs)


What is it that students need to be able to do at the mastery level?























Implied Verbs:


Cause and effect


Compare








Stated Verbs:


Describe








territory


treaties


purchases


borders


Mexico


Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo


Gadsden Purchase








Enduring Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-2 at the core of the unit


   Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


   Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


   Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which 


     novices do not understand. (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


   Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?





Regions /nations develop and change over time. 


Unit Specific:  The desire for resources leads to changing boundaries.








Enduring Understanding & Essential Questions must be specifically integrated into the unit in a meaningful way. 








Essential Questions:  What are the 1-2 core questions for the unit?


   Engaging to students


   Open ended


   Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


   Raises other questions (Can and should be revisited)





What factors and decisions contribute to cooperation and or conflict within and among regions/nations?


Why do regions/nations develop and change?  











Vocabulary:  4-8 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.





Plan a specific way to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)





The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.  See Day 1.








List:


territory


treaties


purchases


borders


Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo


Gadsden Purchase











Additional Vocabulary: 


Manifest Destiny


Mexican War











2. Summative Assessment: 


    Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards.


    Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction.


    Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


    Format:


Extended Response question


student exemplar response    Note:


rubric











Target Content Statement or Elaboration Focus:   


Content Statement 9:


The United States added to its territory through treaties and purchases.








Question:


The United States increased its size by adding territory from Mexico.  Explain how the United States acquired and expanded its boundaries from four main areas from Mexico.  (4 points)








Answer: 


Sample Response(s):  (not limited to the following)





In terms set forth by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican War, the United States solidified its ownership of Texas.  


In addition, the U.S. acquired both the California Territory and the Utah/New Mexico Territory from Mexico in that treaty.  Almost immediately, people started to question whether or not slavery would spread to these areas.


Five years later, the United States bought the Gadsden Purchase from Mexico, a small strip of land on the southern corner of the United States.  This land was needed to complete a transcontinental railroad to the Pacific coast. 














By communicating the expected level of performance at the start and throughout the unit, students will have a clearer understanding of what level of performance is required for their written responses.  








2. Summative Assessment:  (continued)    





Rubric:





4 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation of how the U.S. acquired four main areas from Mexico for the United States:  (1 point each)    


Texas, as a result of the Mexican War


California Territory, as a result of the Mexican War


Utah/New Mexico Territory, as a result of the Mexican War


Gadsden Purchase, as a result of a purchase from Mexico.





3 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation for 3 of the 4 requirements.





2 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation for 2 of the 4 requirements.





1 Point


The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation for 1 of the 4 requirements.





0 Points


The student indicates no understanding of any of the territories acquired from Mexico for the United States.   

















3.  Formative Assessment:


  Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


  Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


  Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.  It is not used as a grade in the grade book -


  rather it is for flexible grouping and planning the next steps in the unit.


  When you give a formative assessment, you need two follow-up plans: 


a plan for those who need intervention;


a different plan for those who already have mastery of the concept. 





Exit Ticket:


If you had been alive in 1846, what position would you have taken on the


possibility of going to war with Mexico?


Additional details will be provided on Day 2.  











4.  I Can Statements:


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.  They are directly linked to the Content Statement, Content Elaboration and Expectation for Learning.  





Students will complete their own Self-Assessment during the unit by recording their current level of mastery and the date on � HYPERLINK "01_I_Can_Statements.doc" ��Attachment 1�.





I can:


define and apply the vocabulary words included in the lesson. 


describe how the United States added to its territory through treaties and purchases from Mexico.


address the importance of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.


address the importance of the Gadsden Purchase.


explain the role the Mexican War played in these acquisitions.


describe the concept of Manifest Destiny.  





5.  Frontloading Experience:


Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and 


vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


This is an awareness experience.  It can include children’s books, a video clip – 1 to 5 


minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc.








Show a clip from the movie The Alamo that shows the Mexican dictator Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna discussing with his generals what will happen to Mexico if  they do not defeat the Texans in the battle for the southwestern part of today’s United States.    


Details will be provided on Day 1. 
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