Attachment 3B


The War of 1812:  United States v. Great Britain 
1. The war had several causes. During the late 1700s and the early 1800s, Great Britain was at war with France.  The British needed more men for its navy.  As a result, the British began to stop American ships and took our sailors.  These sailors were forced to work on British ships.  Britain wanted to stop United States farmers from trading with the French. 
2.  After the American Revolution, British soldiers continued to stay in territory belonging to the United States. Most of the soldiers were located along the Great Lakes.  The Native Americans, like the Shawnee leader Tecumseh, were receiving support from the British. President James Madison asked the United States Congress to declare war.
3. The United States invaded Canada in 1813, but British soldiers successfully stopped the Americans.  However, Americas were successful when Oliver Hazard Perry defeated the British at the Battle of Lake Erie in 1814.  This gave the United States control of that Great Lake.  

4.  General William Henry Harrison defeated a combined British and Native American force. Tecumseh died in the battle. By late 1814, both the Americans and the British were ready to end the war. The two sides signed the treaty on December 24, 1814. 
5.  Most Ohioans actively supported the American war effort. Some of the British soldiers who remained on United States soil following the American Revolution were located along Lake Erie in western Ohio. These British soldiers also were trading guns with the Native Americans.  This helped the natives to resist the Americans moving into the area. 
6.  The United States' victory in the War of 1812 ended British support to the Native Americans.  It also ended the native threat to Ohioans and allowed Americans to settle Ohio without further conflict. 
Adapted from:  http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/War_of_1812?rec=565 
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