Attachment 8

Cultures in Conflict:  Native American Perspective  
I am a Native American that lives in the Northwest Territory in the early 1800's.  The United States continually wants to expand their hold on our lands.  All of my brothers, the Shawnee, the Patawatomi, and the Ojibwa are worried! We are determined to keep our lands!  Some of my brothers side with the Americans-Red Jacket, and Farmer's Brother led a Seneca attack to help the Americans at the Battles of Fort George and Chippewa.  Most of my brothers, however, are siding with the British.  We believe that a British victory will end this expansion of the white man into our lands.  The Lower Great Lakes Indians, led by Tecumseh are fighting to hold onto our lands.  In Quebec and eastern Ontario, the Mohawks, led by Chief John Norton are fighting, also.

As this war continues, the Shawnee war chief, Tecumseh and his brother, Tenskwatawa, (The Prophet) are playing a crucial part in the fight for our lands.  By 1811, after the Treaty of Greenville, Tecumseh built a confederation of more than two dozen Indian nations.  Their biggest hope is to stop settler expansion onto our lands.  We are very concerned about our future.  The Wars of the 1700's are killing many of our people.  We are becoming fewer and fewer and our enemies’ numbers are growing.  
It was Tecumseh's decision to try and build a strong system of many alliances with other native nations.  One of the downfalls of this is that the tribes speak many different languages.  Interpreters are needed to communicate.  Tecumseh has to raise a massive, but focused army for this plan to work.  Tecumseh also made a decision to make an alliance with the British.  This shows him to be a wise leader.  Tecumseh knows that there was much more at stake here than politics!  He knows that the British and Americans think alike and that they will move from claiming the land, to colonization, and then the exploitation of all our natural resources.    Our Native American philosophy is so different from theirs.  Ours is a way of native logic and inclusiveness-involving plants and animals and valuing the relationships in nature.  We are so different than the white people.  Choosing the British as an ally could be our best or worst move!  All our Native peoples respect Tecumseh, and we are listening to him and this alliance makes sense.

As time marches on, it is 1811.  Tecumseh is in the south and his brother Tenskwatawa is in the north.  Tenskwatawa attacked U.S. Army forces in the Battle of Tippecanoe.  General William Henry Harrison falsely declared the American victory.  Sadly, the American army sacked the village of Prophetstown, Tecumseh's home base!  Tecumseh, not allowing himself to give up, keeps fighting!  

It is now 1813 and a horrible event took place.  Tecumseh was fighting side by side with the British and the cowards deserted him!  They left his warriors and him to fight William Henry Harrison's army alone at the Battle of the Thames.  I heard that Tecumseh would not give up!  Sadly and tragically, our hero, Tecumseh, was mortally wounded.  Tecumseh's death not only ended his life, but the life of my People as we know it.  The tribes are spreading all over the land.  No longer do we have a chance against the white man!  
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