Attachment 9


Cultures in Conflict:  British Perspective 

I remember the year 1812 as the year Napoleon marched to Moscow.  In my eyes, the conflict with America was an annoying sideshow.  The Americans had stabbed us in the back while we, the British, were busy fighting a total war against the French Empire.  For a nation fighting the French Empire and Napoleon, James Madison was an annoying wasp.  The American war, as an afterthought, could be fought with whatever money, manpower and naval force that could be spared.  

The reasons America declared war on us was a direct result of the Napoleonic conflict.  We relied on a maritime economic blockade.  Those awful Americans who were supposed to be neutral but traded with the French!  How dare they help those French!  We passed laws blocking trading between the French and Americans.  So to pay those pesky Americans back, our Royal Navy, while stopping American merchant ships, kidnapped and impressed British sailors into the Royal Navy!  Besides, these Americans were really British by birth.   Some of these British Americans had the nerve to desert the British Navy!  This betrayal lends itself to being hung! There was no mercy for deserters!  Unknown to most Americans, half of the sailors on American ships were British people.  

No one doubted our right to impress our own sailors because American merchants shouldn't have employed them in the first place.   We needed them for our Royal Navy. Everyone knows that Madison and Jefferson are pro-French anyway!  When America declared war on us, there was no love lost between us.  The War of Independence is still in our minds, and we still held that the Americans were traitors.

We viewed the Americans as pesky mosquitoes!  We had no interest in fighting this war.  Our one main goal was to prevent the United States from taking any part of Canada.  That incompetent American President Madison demanded an end to impressment!  Doesn't he get it that British sailors are on those ships, and we need them to fight the French?  So, against our will, we had been drawn into this war.  Our lands in Canada were defended by a handful of British regulars, Native Americans, and Canadian militia.

We knew how to really cripple the Americans.  We imposed an economic blockade and carefully targeted states like Virginia who had voted for war.  By autumn of 1814 the American economy had collapsed.  We were gleeful about that!  Our navy followed up with attacks around the Chesapeake Bay and even enlisted regiments of former slaves to help us.  (Those Virginians didn't like this!)  We were proud of our success against the Americans!

Then, there was a huge turn of events! We were beating the Americans at Sea!  We had successfully captured several American frigates (ships) and flagships!  Because of our success, the U.S. Navy had been defeated, privateers stopped, ports closed and trade was at a standstill.

One of the most exciting events of the war was when we captured President Madison's house!  We knew we were the superior army!

In 1814, since we wanted to cease this annoyance on the North American continent, we agreed to establish the Treaty of Ghent.   We agreed to offer the Americans a "status quo" peace.  This means that things would return to the way they were before the war began.  We knew we had won the War of 1812, and it was written in stone all over the American coast.  
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