Attachment 10

Cultures in Conflict :  American Perspective  

I am an American who lived through the War of 1812.  The War of 1812 took place in many areas of North America.  It happened in Ohio, Lake Erie, the Eastern Seaboard, the Atlantic Ocean and in New Orleans.  One of the main reasons was that the Americans hired British people to work on their Merchant Ships.  When the British Royal Navy stopped one of the Merchant Ships, they captured all the British subjects and made them return to the Royal Navy.  Therefore, trade slowed down. I can't believe that the British actually thought that this was right!  They needed to have all their men working for them and not on American Merchant Ships.  Another reason was the British laws called "Orders in Council" restricted our trade in Europe.  The British tried to keep us from trading with France.  People thought this was our chance to gain the territory north of Ohio and the Northwest Territory.  That was just our only way to strike at Great Britain.  It was also to decide who would control the "western country" once and for all.  

The British were able to get the Native Americans to join their side in the war.  Many of those savages created an alliance to kill our white settlers as well as soldiers.  Those annoying British gave the Native Americans guns, ammunition, and supplies.  The Indians thought they could beat us!  Tecumseh was the Indian's best bet for success, but we will defeat his alliance.  His brother, Tenskwatawa, is also an important leader.  (The Prophet)

We need to get those pesky Brits out of our territory.  With the British gone, the Native Americans would find it harder to get guns and ammunition.  

At first the war in the Northwest went badly for us.  Fort Detroit surrendered to the British without a shot being fired.  We were afraid that with the British in control, Indians would begin attacking our settlements.

Lake Erie is close and the British Navy controlled it.  This allowed them to move supplies from Canada to forts in the northwest.  They were determined to defeat us!  

We needed new ships and Oliver Hazard Perry was chosen to command our new fleet.   On September 10, 1813 the Battle of Lake Erie took place.  After much fighting, our American Navy defeated the British.  Perry is a hero!  Britain no longer controls Lake Erie.  The Indians and British went back to Canada with their tails between their legs.  

Fort Meigs was one of a number of forts built in Ohio during the War of 1812.  The Fort was built by William Henry Harrison's army in 1813 on the Maumee River.  It was a way to defend and protect our people against the Indians and the British.  It was attacked several times by them, but never captured.

The American troops, under the leadership of William Henry Harrison, caught up with the Indians and British along the Thames River in Canada.  Those cowardly British soldiers ran, and we fought the Indians.  We beat them and killed their leader, Tecumseh.  We now have complete control over the Northwest.  We have succeeded in keeping our lands in the Ohio and Northwest Territory.

We also succeeded in winning on the Atlantic seaboard as well as in the south.  We succeeded in removing the Indians as well as the British from most of our lands and that is a victory.      
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