Social Studies Unit Design Template


Name:  Jay Wise
Grade Level: 8 


Unit Title:  Westward Migration and Manifest Destiny
Time Frame: 7 Days + assessment
Updated: 6-25-13
(Some links do not work 8-21-15)









	Focus Skills: (Verbs + Level of Bloom)  

What is it that the learners need to be able to do at the mastery level?  


	Focus Concepts:  (Nouns – Content)

What are the discipline specific nouns used in the New Learning Standards?

	Stated Verbs
· analyze


	Implied Verbs

· cause/effect

· interpret relationships
· comprehension

· application

· synthesis

· evaluation
	· natural resources

· geographic expansion

· economic expansion
· primary source

· secondary source

· artifacts

· perspectives




	Vocabulary:  7-10 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.

	· natural resource

· economic expansion
· primary source

· secondary source

· perspective

	Additional Words:
· Manifest Destiny

· historical narrative


	Plan specific ways to teach vocabulary.  (Copying a definition does not qualify.)

The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.  Day 














Strand: Geography





Topic: Human Systems





* Content Statement 14: 


The availability of natural resources contributed to the geographic and economic expansion of the United States, sometimes resulting in unintended environmental consequences.   





Content Elaboration: 


The expansion of the United States, both geographically and economically, was influenced by the availability of its natural resources… 





Expansion westward encouraged the building of canals…





Expectation for Learning: 


Analyze how the availability of natural resources contributed to the geographic and economic expansion of the United States.











Strand: History





Topic: Historical Thinking and Skills





Content Statement 1: 


Primary and secondary sources are used to examine events from multiple perspectives and to present and defend a position. 





Content Elaboration: 


Primary and secondary sources can be studied to understand how the same event might be portrayed from different perspectives....





Expectation for Learning: 


Analyze primary and secondary sources to describe the different perspectives on an issue relating to a historical event in U.S. history and present and defend a position.








Place an (*) by the Content Statement being assessed


on the Summative Assessment question.








 	








Attachment Log:





� HYPERLINK "Attachment%200%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 0: I Can Statements�


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_1_Analyze_Photograph.doc"��Attachment 1:  How to Analyze a Photograph Graphic Organizer�


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_2a_Map_master.doc"��Attachment 2a: Westward Map Graphic Organizer�


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_2b_Map_KEY.doc"��Attachment 2b: Answer Key Westward Map Graphic Organizer�


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_3.ppt"��Attachment 3:  PowerPoint accompaniment to Westward Map Graphic Organizer� 


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_4.ppt"��Attachment 4:  PowerPoint "Survivor Activity"� 


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_5_Project_Requirements.doc" ��Attachment 5:  Manifest Destiny Project Requirements:  Dramatic Narrative�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_6_Project_Rubric.doc" ��Attachment 6:  Manifest Destiny Project Rubric: Dramatic Narrative�











Materials and Resources:





Day 4 Age of Canals – Technology access to present:


Overview of Erie Canal (quicktime): � HYPERLINK "http://www.epodunk.com/routes/erie-canal/start.html" ��http://www.epodunk.com/routes/erie-canal/start.html� 


How a lock works: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eriecanal.org/locks.html" ��http://www.eriecanal.org/locks.html�


Music: � HYPERLINK "http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/music.html" �http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/music.html�


Geographic Impact: � HYPERLINK "http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/impact.html" ��http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/impact.html�








Days 5 & 6 – Technology access to present:


Pioneer Skit (narrative based on website readings: 


� HYPERLINK "http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/" �http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html�








Essential Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-3 at the core of the unit


   Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


   Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


   Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which 


     novices do not understand. (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


   Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?





The changes in a region’s geography can shape the future of an entire nation.


Primary source images can reveal more than what first meets the eye.





Essential Questions:  What are the 2-5 core questions for the unit?


   Engaging to students


   Open ended


   Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


   Raises other questions (Can and should be revisited)





Why is the opportunity for economic gain worth the financial and personal risks?


How can limited resources and unlimited opportunities lead to conflict and cooperation between people?


Can territorial expansion that changes population and geographic patterns of a nation be positive and negative at the same time?








Summative Assessment: 


Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards


Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction


Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


Format: 


Extended Response question 


student exemplar response 


rubric





Target Content Statement #14: The availability of natural resources contributed to the geographic and economic expansion of the United States, sometimes resulting in unintended environmental consequences.   





Question:


Between 1803 and 1850 the belief in Manifest Destiny caused Americans to flock westward hoping for the opportunity of a better life.  States such as Ohio, Oregon and California saw dramatic changes.  Choose one of these states and explain the impacts of immigration, economic and geographic changes and how all of these related to the phrase “Manifest Destiny.”  (4 points)





Answer:  


Sample Response:  (not limited to the following) 





Oregon is one state that saw many changes during the mid 1800s.   There was an economic opportunity to gain wealth in farming new fertile land.  To get there, thousands of settlers traveled the Oregon Trail through the upper Midwest prairies.  The geographic impact included displacing Native Americans but established permanent settlements along the way, such as Salt Lake City.  This established a pattern of immigration, as families and sometimes entire communities packed their wagons in hopes of gaining wealth.  The need to expand westward by these families was shared by others in the country.  Many felt it was natural for the country to expand its borders outward and called this idea Manifest Destiny.





Rubric  





4 Points


Student wrote a thorough and complete explanation of the:  (1 point for each)


economic impact


geographic change


immigration pattern and 


tied these ideas to a correct explanation of Manifest Destiny 





3 Points 


The student completed 3 of the 4 requirements.





2 Points


The student completed 2 of the 4 requirements.





1 Point 


The student completed 1 of the 4 requirements.





0 Points


The student indicates no understanding of the impact of Manifest Destiny on the development of the United States. 





Formative Assessment:


Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.   It is not used as a grade in the grade book – rather it is for flexible grouping. 





Day 1


Gold Rush Photos – How to Analyze a Photograph worksheet (relates to Essential Question 2.)  Ungraded assignment.  �HYPERLINK "Attachment_1_Analyze_Photograph.doc"��Attachment 1�


Intervention: assign textbook pages on Gold Rush


Enrichment: research other economic activities in history that were risky ventures





Day 3


“Will You Survive” activity summary statement (relates to power of group cooperation over individual and relates to Essential Question 3. �HYPERLINK "Attachment_4.ppt"��Attachment 4 PowerPoint� Upgraded assignment.


Intervention: Informal teacher discussion drawing analogies to how groups of students can both work well collaboratively but also be disruptive.  Equate this with groups migrating westward (Oregon Trail, traveling on small canal boat.)


For Day 5 & 6 Pioneer skits, students who lack the understanding on this activity will be partnered in teams with students demonstrating high understanding.





Days 5 & 6


Pioneer Skit (narrative based on website readings: Upgraded assignment.


� HYPERLINK "http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/" �http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html�


Intervention: Groups not fully comprehending the content can be assigned textbook pages for further understanding.








 I Can Statements


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the learner clearly understands the expectation.   They are directly linked to the Content Statement, Elaboration and Expectations.   





I can define and appropriate use the unit vocabulary. 





I can determine why people would move to unsettled places because of natural resources.  (CS #14)





I can the United States would expand economically as people moved westward into Ohio then later California and Oregon.  (CS #14)





I can explain how the building of the Ohio and Erie Canal, and later the railroads, by various immigrant groups helped make places like Akron a major city in Ohio and America. (CS #14)





I can use primary sources to create a narrative that supports a perspective of pioneers traveling across the plains using covered wagons. (CS #1)





Frontloading Experience:


Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


This is an awareness experience. It can include children's books, video clip – 1 to 5 minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc. 








View Gold Rush Primary Sources photos and complete analysis worksheet.  


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_1_Analyze_Photograph.doc"��Attachment 1�





Students will discuss why discovery of gold led to such phrases as “boomtown” and “49ers”. Then pose the question: what would lead to abandoning family for an opportunity?  Day 3





Sequence of Practice Experiences:


At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishing practice at recall and comprehension level


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


At the Application / Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.





Note:  Include your Checkpoints which drive flexible group instruction.








Preface:  This unit is based on 40 minute periods. The Summative assessment would include other mini-units within the Westward expansion unit.  








Day 1 


Frontloading the Unit: Primary Source


Select Primary Source photographs of the California Gold Rush from:  Miners, Mines and Equipment.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.historichwy49.com/hisphotos.html" ��http://www.historichwy49.com/hisphotos.html�   (Note: copyright release for educational use is permitted in your classroom.)





Use the selected photographs with: How to Analyze a Photograph. 


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_1_Analyze_Photograph.doc"��Attachment 1� 





Pose to students: “Discovery of Gold will lead to an economic boom in the U.S. 


What does this mean?”  


Replace “boom” with “expansion” and ask “How will the discovery of Gold lead to economic expansion?”





Formative Assessment


Gold Rush Photos – How to Analyze a Photograph worksheet (relates to Essential Question 2.)  Ungraded assignment.  �HYPERLINK "Attachment_1_Analyze_Photograph.doc"��Attachment 1�


Intervention: assign textbook pages on the Gold Rush.


Enrichment: research other economic activities in history that were risky ventures.





Essential Questions


If time remains:


Discuss: Why is the opportunity for economic gain worth the financial and physical risks? (Essential Question 1)


Distribute: Westward Map Graphic Organizer with blanks for key terms over-laid on U.S. map, where boxes for terms are located in geographic context.  


Have students attempt to complete the map matching the terms in the box.   �HYPERLINK "Attachment_2a_Map_master.doc"��Attachment 2a�  �HYPERLINK "Attachment_2b_Map_KEY.doc"��Attachment 2b�





























Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Day 1 (continued)





Do not review accuracy of matching terms at this time, but draw an analogy of the similarity between a teen’s growing body and the term Manifest Destiny (use the first slide of � HYPERLINK "Attachment_3.ppt" ��Attachment 3� PowerPoint).  





Tie this discussion into the Big Idea – Enduring Understanding 1: The changes in a region’s geography can shape the future of an entire nation.


Predict how canals in Ohio will change economic growth in linking the Great Lakes to the Mississippi River?





Predict how Gold in California might change the nation?








Day 2 


PowerPoint – Essential Question


Using the Graphic Organizer along with PowerPoint (�HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\pc5\\Desktop\\Wise\\Westward Expansion Manifest Destiny_Wise\\Attachment_3.ppt"��Attachment 3 PowerPoint�) to re-visit (or introduce): pioneer, frontier, Louisiana Purchase, Lewis & Clark, tributary, Northwest Territory, canals, Mexican Cession, cede, annex. 





Pose and discuss Essential Question 3: Can territorial expansion that changes population and geographic patterns of a nation be positive and negative at the same time?


In California the rush to find gold led thousands of Americans to settle quickly in California.  While the boom in population led to economic opportunities for women to operate businesses.





It also led to destruction of native populations in the region to disease and removal.�





I Can Statements:  Introduction


Here is a summary of the key ideas that will part of our unit.  It includes our Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions.   � HYPERLINK "Attachment%200%20Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 0�





The I Can Statements will be a check point to help you to determine where you are in mastery of the ideas that will be part of your Summative Assessment.  Place your name on your copy and keep this in your notebook.  (Teachers may want to collect and redistrict these as needed.)








Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:





Day 3 





Survival Activity


Students work first individually, then collaboratively, on a team-building activity.





Students are stranded on a mountainside after a helicopter crashes in a blizzard.  The helicopter has items that could help them survive. 


 They have to order the items individually in hierarchy of necessity to stay alive, then choose only half as a group and collaboratively re-assess hierarchy of necessity.  





Debrief and each student writes a summative conclusion on the power of collaboration a team needs to survive compared to an individual.  �HYPERLINK "Attachment_4.ppt"��Attachment 4 PowerPoint�














Day 4





Age of Canals





Allows for later contextual comparison to the Oregon Trail (team of travelers) and the Gold Rush (individual mining).





Discuss how the canals (Erie, Ohio & Erie) changed the geography of the Midwest and culture of America.


Overview of Erie Canal (quicktime): � HYPERLINK "http://www.epodunk.com/routes/erie-canal/start.html" ��http://www.epodunk.com/routes/erie-canal/start.html�   


How a lock works: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eriecanal.org/locks.html" ��http://www.eriecanal.org/locks.html�


Music: � HYPERLINK "http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/music.html" �http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/music.html�


Geographic Impact: � HYPERLINK "http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/impact.html" ��http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/canal/impact.html�





Have students discuss Essential Question 3: Can territorial expansion that changes population and geographic patterns of a nation be positive and negative at the same time?


� HYPERLINK "http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/" �http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html�





I Can Statements- Exit Ticket 


Based on today’s canal experiences, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statements 2 -4.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  � HYPERLINK "Attachment_0_Can%20Statements.doc" ��Attachment 0�





Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:





Day 5-6 





Pioneer Magazine + Skits


In teams, use the material from the listed web resources to create a skit based upon the routes, hardships and supplies of traveling westward by wagon. 





Culminating Project


Students will then spend time over several weeks (at home) creating a dramatic narrative of going Westward.


Project Requirements  �HYPERLINK "Attachment_5_Project_Requirements.doc"��Attachment 6� in MS Word 


It will be presented at a later date using a Project Rubric �HYPERLINK "Attachment_6_Project_Rubric.doc"��Attachment 7� in MS Word.





Formative Assessment:


Pioneer Skit (narrative based on website readings: Upgraded assignment.


� HYPERLINK "http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/" �http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Hardships.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html" �http://www.america101.us/trail/Power.html�


Intervention: Groups not fully comprehending the content can be assigned textbook pages for further understanding.








Interdisciplinary Connections 





Language Arts: creative writing for the culminating project.  � HYPERLINK "Attachment_5_Project_Requirements.doc" ��Attachment 5� and  � HYPERLINK "Attachment_6_Project_Rubric.doc" ��Attachment 6�


Science: the use of a Simple Machine can be included in the dramatic narrative project (can also be an enrichment opportunity)


Math: the use of rate/time/distance or other measurement concepts can be worked in the dramatic narrative project








Extension/Enrichment Experiences:  


Include enrichment for each specified checkpoint





Following Day 1 Gold Rush photo analysis and discussion, research other economic activities in history that were risky ventures.
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