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Preface:  This unit is to be used after the regions of the United States have been studied.
I Can Statements – Self-Assessment Attachment 1 

· This sheet provides students with the Enduring Understanding and the Essential Question(s) that generated the I Can Statements.  Distribute the attachment to students at the start of the unit as an overview of what they will be expected to know.  Each day take a few minutes to provide students the opportunity to determine their range of understanding for the unit.  
· This is not for a grade.  It is to inform the student where he/she is on the continuum of learning.   There are columns for students’ notes – questions – pictorials.  
Day 1
Frontloading the Unit and Introduce Enduring Understanding  
· Introduce the Enduring Understanding:  The physical characteristics of a region affect human activities.
· Ask the students to recall places that they have visited and the activities they experienced there.   For example: Skiing in Aspen, Colorado – Could you swim in the ocean there?  Collecting shells on the beach in Florida. – Could you do that in Arizona? Do people who live in Kansas work in the fishing industry?
· The teacher reads two stanzas of George Ella Lyon’s “Where I’m From” poem.  (The website for the entire poem is http://GeorgeEllaLyon.com).  This is a Copy-Change Poetry format.  
Attachment 4
· 
Copy Change Poetry is the process of copying the format of a poem, and sometimes even borrowing an entire phrase from the poem.  A special thanks to the poet is always included in the title of the student’s poem.)
· The teacher reads her own “Where I’m From Poem” based on a regional area.  It will include samples of specific characteristics the students will include in their own poems later.  
Attachment 5 is a sample teacher Copy-Change Poem that you can use with your students.
· The teacher shows a visual (collage, PowerPoint, photographs, etc.) to go with the poem and models a Think-aloud with students. 

· Discuss a sample of a phrase or pattern in the original Lyon’s poem being replaced with the teacher’s own personal example(s).
· Continue discussing the copy/change examples.   
Vocabulary   (Students should be familiar with these words because the various regions of the United States have previously been studied.) 
· Students will receive a KIM worksheet.  They will write what they think each vocabulary word means and draw an illustration for each word.  Attachment 2
· The entire class will discuss their answers with the teacher. Attachment 3  Answer Key Sample                             

I Can Statements
· Based on today’s vocabulary experiences, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statement 1.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1 
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Day 2
Region Study in Groups
· Plan to print the appropriate number of each region’s map to align with the assigned number of students in a team.  Region maps are available at http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/usa.html 

or www.hornell.wnyrc.org/interweb/regions.htm 
· Distribute to each team:

· Appropriate number of regional maps from the above website.

· Appropriate number of outline maps of the United States.  Attachment 10
· Students label and color the states included in their region.
· Students will complete a chart filling in specific facts about each region using classroom, internet and library resources.  Attachment 6 and Attachment 7 Sample Answer Key
· Note:  Teacher background information is available on Attachment 8, and suggested books and websites are noted on Attachment 9.  
Connection to an Essential Question

· Pair students from different regions of the United States and have them do a quick Pair-Share for their regions by connecting their regions to:  In what way does the physical environment of a region impact human activity?
· Randomly have pairs share their results with the entire class.  
I Can Statements
· Based on today’s research, place a check mark to indicate your level of understanding to Statements 2 and 3.  Place today’s date.  Add notes as needed.  Attachment 1 
Day 3
Written Application of Regional Information

· Students write their own “Where I’m From” poem based on the original poem by George Ella Lyon and from the example of the teacher generated poem.

· Remind students of the poem that the teacher modeled Day 1.

· The teacher goes through his/her poem line by line and asks the students to brainstorm lists that match the characteristics in the teacher’s poem.  

· See the characteristics from the regional station worksheet.  Attachment 6
· (Examples: natural resources, landforms, major cities, large bodies of water, human activities, etc.)

· Students will write a rough draft of an original “Where I’m From” poem for their region.
· Collect the drafts and provide feedback for Day 5.

· Students will make a visual to accompany their poem.  (i.e. collage of magazine pictures, primary source photos, drawings, etc.)

Enduring Understanding

· How does your visual representation match the Enduring Understanding? – The physical environment of a region affects human activities.

· Write your response on a 3” x 5” piece of paper and include it in your final visual project to support your poem.  

Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students
Day 3 (continued)
Formative Assessment – Exit Ticket
· Students do a “Quick Write” Activity as an Exit Ticket.  Pick a region and tell how one of the physical characteristics of this region has affected a human activity in the region.  Attachment 11
· Example answer:  The Grand Canyon in the West provides many tourists with exciting activities such as riding a mule down canyon trails.  (white-water rafting, hiking, etc.)
Day 4
Formative Assessment Follow-up
· Intervention: If a student has problems with the Quick Write, use the teacher information sheet to review geographical features and human activities (jobs, leisure etc.) of different regions of the United States.  Emphasize the concept that where you live influences how you live.

· Enrichment:  Select a favor state from a different region.  Find a partner who has your matching state or a close neighboring state.  Discuss why you ranked this as your favorite state. 

· Share sample results from both groups with the entire class. 
Finalize “Where I’m From” Poems and Visuals 

· Provide time for students to finalize their 
· Copy-Change Poem entitled:  “Where I’m From”, complete 
· the visual and 
· the 3” x 5” connection to the Enduring Understanding. 

· Students will make oral presentations of their Copy-Change poems, visuals and connections to the Enduring Understanding.

Day 5 

Gallery Walk

· Students will compare all of the regions in the Gallery Walk.  They are to look for thematic patterns between the regions.  
· What cause and effect factors do you see? 
· Mountain – mining

· Coastal areas – fishing

· Warm climate areas – farming, etc. 
· Students will participate in a class discussion regarding how the different physical characteristic of each region affects the human activities in each.  

I Can Statements - Summative
· Determine your readiness for tomorrow’s summative assessment.  Place a checkmark by each statement that you have mastered.  Attachment 1 
· Review your vocabulary, graphic organizers, readings, collages, etc. for any unclear statements for tomorrow. 

Day 6 

Summative Assessment
· Students will answer a four point essay question to demonstrate their understanding of how characteristics of different physical environments in North America affect the human activities in these environments.  Attachment 12
Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students





Standard: Geography: 


Students use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.





Benchmark:


B. 	Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions of North America.





*Indicator:


8.  	Explain how the characteristics of different physical environments affect human activities in 


		North America. 








(*) This identifies the Indicator being assessed for the Summative Assessment question.











Note:  This unit is to be used after the regions of the United States have been studied.








List of Attachments and the Purpose for Each:  (These are hyperlinked.) 





� HYPERLINK "Attachment_01_I_Can_Statement.doc" ��Attachment 01: I Can Statements�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_02_KIM_Vocabulary.doc" ��Attachment 02: KIM Vocabulary Worksheet�  


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_03_KIM_Voc_Answer_Key.doc" ��Attachment 03: KIM Vocabulary Answer Key�


�HYPERLINK "Attachment_04_Where%20I'm_From_Poem.doc"��Attachment 04: Where I’m From Poem�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_05_I_Am_From_Teacher%20Sample.doc" ��Attachment 05: Teacher’s Copy/Change Poem, “Where I’m From”�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_6_Region_Station_Worksheet.doc" ��Attachment 06: Station Worksheet� 


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_7_Region_Sample%20Answer_Key.doc" ��Attachment 07: Station Worksheet Key�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_08_Teacher_Background.doc" ��Attachment 08: Unit Background Notes for the Teacher�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_09_Suggested_Books_Websites.doc" ��Attachment 09: List of Suggested Books and Websites�  


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_10_Map.doc" ��Attachment 10: Blank Outline Map of the United States�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_11_Quick_Write.doc" ��Attachment 11: Quick Write�


� HYPERLINK "Attachment_12_Summative_Assessment.doc" ��Attachment 12:  Summative Assessment�














Primary Source(s): Details for utilizing the source(s) will be noted on the daily lesson plan. Identify the specific source(s) and attach a copyright release for each document.


*Use the Chicago format style distributed by Sharon Hayes.

















Materials Needed:  


“Where I’m From” poem by George Ella Lyon (See Website)


social studies text book


suggested books (optional)  Attachment 9


attachments from this unit (to be copied)


computer (optional)















































Focus Concepts: (Nouns – Content)


What are the discipline specific nouns used in the benchmarks/indicators?





Focus Skills: (Verbs)


What is it that students need to be able to do at the mastery level?























geography


physical characteristics


human characteristics


regions














Implied Verbs:


describe


analyze


cause/effect














Stated Verbs:


identify


explain














Enduring Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-2 at the core of the unit


   Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


   Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


   Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which 


     novices do not understand. (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


   Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?





The physical environment of a region affects human activities.


         	(This Big Idea can be used with the Native Americans, immigration, etc.)











Enduring Understanding & Essential Questions must be specifically integrated into the unit in a meaningful way. 








Essential Questions:  What are the 1-2 core questions for the unit?


   Engaging to students


   Open ended


   Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


   Raises other questions (Can and should be revisited)





Why do physical features of a region affect human activities?


In what way does the physical environment of a region impact human activity?











Vocabulary:  4-8 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.





Plan a specific way to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)





The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.  See Day 1.





resources (natural and human)


economy


specialization








List:


region


physical characteristics


human characteristics


physical environment  














1. Summative Assessment: 


    Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards.


    Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction.


    Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


    Format:


Extended Response question


student exemplar response    Note:


rubric





Target Benchmark/Indicator:


 


Benchmark(s):


B. Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions of North America.





Indicator(s):


8.  Explain how the characteristics of different physical environments affect human activities in North America.  





Question:  


We have studied various regions and how the natural resources and physical environments affect the human activities of the region.  Use a map from your textbook, pick two regions of the United States.  Identify two physical characteristics from each region, and then explain how of these physical characteristics influence human activities in the region.  (4 points)  





Answer: 


Sample Response(s):  (not limited to the following)   





The Midwest


Ohio has rich soil as a natural resource, which makes it possible to grow soybeans. These are produced into many different products such as candles, cleaners, diesel additives, paint removers, and food products.   People may choose to farm, or they may work in companies that produce some of these products.


Coal was another plentiful resource in southeastern Ohio.  It was used in major industries, such as steel production.  At one time, many people worked in coal mines in southeastern Ohio.  People also worked in steel mills close to Lake Erie.


The close proximity of the Great Lakes makes it possible to ship goods all over the world.  The William G. Mather is an example of a huge ship, which was used to transport ore throughout the Great Lakes region.


The West


Washington is on Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean.  This makes fishing and shell fishing an important part of their economy.  


The Coastal Ranges provide many different kinds of stone which can be made into cement for construction.


Beautiful landforms, such as the Grand Canyon provide tourism for this area, as well as many leisure time activities; such as hiking or photography.





he Southwest


Arizona has copper and coal.  These two natural resources are mined to produce metal products and energy.  The climate here makes the tourist industry important.


The Northeast  


Massachusetts is on the Atlantic Ocean, therefore, fishing and lobster fishing are important to the economy of this state.  


Because of the natural wetlands in Massachusetts, cranberries are an important crop. 


The Southeast  


Virginia has fertile soil and a longer growing season than some states.  Peanuts, corn, cotton, and tobacco are important crops grown here.  Beaches provide tourism here. 








Fishing and shell fishing are an important industry on Puget Sound.    2-1-11








 












































  





Write examples for the Northeast and the Southeast. 1-8-11





























By communicating the expected level of performance at the start and throughout the unit, students will have a clearer understanding of what level of performance is required for their written responses.  








1. Summative Assessment:  (continued)





Rubric:





4 Points (There is NO credit for just naming a feature of a region such as Death Valley in California.)


The student selected two regions of the United States and identified two examples of the physical features in each region and explained how each feature affected the human activities of these regions.  





3 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete response for 3 of the 4 requirements.





2 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete response for 2 of the 4 requirements.





1 Point


The student wrote a thorough and complete response for 1 of the 4 requirements.





0 Points


The student indicates no understanding of the how the physical environment of a region affects the human activities of the region.   








2.  Formative Assessment:


  Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


  Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


  Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.  It is not used as a grade in the grade book -


  rather it is for flexible grouping and planning the next steps in the unit.


  When you give a formative assessment, you need two follow-up plans: 


a plan for those who need intervention;


a different plan for those who already have mastery of the concept. 








Students do a “Quick Write” Activity as an exit ticket.  Pick one region and tell how one of the physical characteristics of this region has affected a human activity in the region.


Example answer:  The Grand Canyon in the West has provided many tourists with exciting activities, such as riding a mule down canyon trails.


Details will be provided on Day 4.








3.  I Can Statements:


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.  They are directly linked to the Benchmarks and Indicators. 





Students will complete their own Self-Assessment during the unit by recording their current level of mastery and the date on Attachment 1.








I can:


define and use the vocabulary words required with this unit.


identify physical characteristics from specific regions of the United States.


explain how the physical characteristics of a region affect human activities in that North American region. 











4.  Frontloading Experience:


Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and 


vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


This is an awareness experience.  It can include children’s books, a video clip – 1 to 5 


minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc.





The teacher will read one stanza of “Where I’m From” by George Ella Lyon


(The website for the entire poem will be provided in the attachment.)  Day 1


“Copy-Change” poetry will be explained.  


The teacher will read her own Copy-Exchange Poem “Where I’m From” based on a regional area.  It will include the specific characteristics that the students will mimic in their own poems later.  


The teacher will show a visual (collage, PowerPoint, photographs, etc.) to go with his/her poem and show the connections to the poem 




















5.  Sequence of Experiences for ALL Students:  


  At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishing practice at recall and comprehension level


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


  At the Application/Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.





Note:  Include your Formative Assessment - Checkpoints which drive flexible group instruction.




















Extension/Enrichment Experiences: Optional: 


  Include enrichment for each specified checkpoint





Students could create a Reader’s Theater based on the information they discovered about their particular region.





 The poem “Where I’m From” could be used with a unit on Immigration or Native Americans.





Interdisciplinary Connections: Optional





This whole lesson is an interdisciplinary lesson because of the use of the poem “Where I’m From” to discuss the characteristics of the various regions of the United States. 
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