Attachment 6


Assessment Quiz





Name ______________________________

Identify two problems that existed within the new country under the Articles of Confederation. 
For each problem, explain why this situation existed and why the central government could not correct each weakness of the Articles of Confederation. (4 points) 


Sample Response(s):  (not limited to the following)

The Articles of Confederation left the greatest control of the economy in the hands of the states. This prevented the United States government from being able to address the needs of the people in the following ways:

· Merchants, whose businesses crossed state lines, had to negotiate with each individual state.  This often resulted in various terms for trade depending on the merchant. Individual states were able to make their own regulations based on their own commercial interests, so trade laws varied state to state; there were no standard regulations. The central government could not regulate interstate trade or problems between states because that authority had been left to the states.

· Some states printed large amounts of money to help pay their debt. This led to a large influx of money into the economy, decreasing the value of the money and creating inflation. Citizens were left with money that had virtually no value. States carried their own debt from the Revolutionary War. The U.S. government could do nothing to stop the states from continuing to print their own money.

· An uprising of farmers led by Daniel Shays marched on the capital and shut down courthouses. Individual states had to find ways to pay off their own war debts. This hurt the farmers the hardest as they did not have gold and had the largest properties. Massachusetts refused to print money; instead, they instituted a property tax that had to be paid with gold. 

· As stated before, the Massachusetts legislature imposed a property tax to be paid in gold. The Governor would not listen to the people, so this led to Shays’ Rebellion. Although the rebellion occurred in Massachusetts there was nothing the U.S. central government could do to help. They could not call up an army, they could only ask states to give them militia. So the central government could do nothing to help stop the rebellion. 
· Britain wouldn’t pull its troops out of the Northwest Territory, and they closed ports to American ships forcing American merchants to pay high tariffs on U.S. exports. If a state refused to pay the tariffs, then Britain would simply sell the goods in a different state. Each state was most interested in its own issues and not the rest of the country. Britain took advantage of the lack of enforcement of treaties. The U.S. central government was given the power to make international treaties and to declare war. They were not, however, given the power to enforce the treaties or fight a war.
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