Attachment 7

Taxation without Representation

To finance the French Indian War, England had gone into debt.  Since the war was fought to protect the American colonies, the English government decided to make the Americans pay for most of that debt.  

The British put a 3 cents tax on sugar and increased the taxes on coffee and paint.  This tax affected only a certain group of people, mostly shop owners, but they complained loudly. 

The Stamp Act was passed by the British in 1765.  It required the colonists to pay a tax on every piece of printed paper.   This included legal documents, licenses, newspapers, and even playing cards!  

In 1775 the Tea Act was passed.  It said that the American colonists could only buy tea for the East India Company.  The Tea Act lowered the tea so much that it was way below other suppliers and smugglers.  Many colonists who were smugglers couldn’t sell their tea as cheap as the East India Company.  This means they would go out of business.  
The colonists saw this act as well as the others as “taxation without representation.”  The taxes were raised without the consent or approval of the colonists.  They didn’t have any say in these taxes.  The colonists wanted representation in the government if they were going to have to pay taxes.  They would start to work together to get rid of these taxes.

Taxation without Representation
Name ____________________________
Directions:  Using the FUN strategy to find the answers to the questions.

As you are reading:

· Find the answer to the questions. 

· Underline the sentence or sentence part that contains the answer.
· Put the Number of the question next to the sentence that it answers. 

· Write the correct answer.  

1.  Why did England decide to tax the colonists?  _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
       _______________________________________________________________________

2. What was the reaction to a tax on sugar? ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
3.  Describe the Stamp Act.  __________________________________________________
      _______________________________________________________________________
       _______________________________________________________________________
4.  What was the only place the colonists could buy their tea?  ___________________
       _______________________________________________________________________
5.  Why were the colonists upset by all the taxes?  _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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