Attachment 6


Declaration of Independence:


Declaration of Independence: 
Original Excerpts




Rephrased by Sarah Zetts

	When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

…when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
	When a people decide to separate themselves from their government and take on the ability to govern themselves, as God entitles them to do, common courtesy demands that we state the reasons for this separation.

Truly, we believe that all men are created equal by their Creator.  We believe that all men have certain rights that can not be taken away such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  We believe it is the government’s job to protect these rights because the government is meant to work for the people (the governed).

When the government does not work to protect the rights of the people, it is the right of the people to insist upon a new government that will work to bring safety and happiness to all.

…when the government continues to abuse its power and ignore its people, it is clearly attempting to control them under absolute tyranny.  It is the duty of the people to throw out this government for one that will guard the people.
History shows that the King has repeatedly stomped on the rights of the colonies in an effort to maintain complete control over them.  Look at the proof.


As we already know, the Declaration of Independence goes on to list the colonists' grievances against the king including the refusal to approve laws for the good of the colonies, taxation without representation, quartering of troops, and dissolving colonial assemblies.
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