




Attachment 9

Summary Letters: Harper’s Ferry 



Sample Teacher Answer Key (not limited to the following)

	Questions
	John Copeland
	George & Mary Mauzy

	Who is to receive the letter? 


	John Copeland was sending the letter to his family.  
	The parents were sending the letter to their daughter and her family. 

	Where is the author at the time of writing his/her letter?


	John is in a prison cell.
	George and Mary are living in Harper’s Ferry.  

	Why did author write the letter? 


	John wanted his family to know that he was ready to face death.  He wanted them to know he felt what he did was the right action to take.  
	Both parents were shocked and frightened by the events that took place in their town.  The authors wanted their daughter to know the terrible action that happened in her hometown. 

	What was the author’s role at Harper’s Ferry?


	John was one of the men who participated in the raid against the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry. 
	Mary was a witness to the violent deaths resulting from the raid.
George went to fight to protect his town.  

	What is the consequence of the author’s role at Harper’s Ferry?


	John was to be hanged the next morning for his illegal attack against a federal arsenal.  
	Mary’s memories and fear may stay with her for a longtime.  
George would keep careful watch for any future actions against the arsenal in his town.  


Which author do you support?  Explain why.  
Answers will vary, but the viewpoint must be supported with specific evidence from the letters.  
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