Attachment 4 D


4 A. The War of 1812: A United States Sailor’s Perspective  
  Answer Key










    (not limited to the following)
4 A.  Your group will discuss and present the perspective of the U.S. sailor.

1. Why was the Battle of Lake Erie important to the United States? Connect your answer to the Enduring Understanding: Actions and decisions from the past affect the present.
Sample Response: The Battle of Lake Erie was important to the United States because British supply lines were cut off. The British were unable to supply their forts on Lake Erie. Americans were in control of Lake Erie and have been in control ever since.

2. What were your thoughts at the beginning of the battle? Explain your answer using evidence to support your thoughts - perspective.

Sample Response: At the beginning of the battle, I thought we lost everything because of the heavy cannon fire. British ships outnumbered American ships. Our ship, the Lawrence, was filled with holes and dying sailors. Oliver Hazard Perry left the ship.

3. What do you think about Oliver Hazard Perry? What kind of leader is he?

Sample Response: Oliver Hazard Perry is an awesome leader. He left the Lawrence in a rowboat and continued the battle on another ship.  He carried the “Don’t Give Up the Ship” flag with him. He encouraged us to keep fighting and in 3 hours we won the war!

4. Essential Question: How are past conflicts relevant today? Answer from the U.S. sailor’s perspective.

Sample Response: Past conflicts helped to shape our nation today. If the British had won the Battle of Lake Erie, they would have been able to continue fighting along Lake Erie. It is possible that Ohio would have become part of Canada. Americans won the Battle of Lake Erie and kept Ohio.
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4 B. Your group will discuss and present the perspective of Oliver Hazard Perry.

1. Why was the Battle of Lake Erie important to the United States? Connect your answer to the Enduring Understanding: Actions and decisions from the past affect the present.

Sample Response: The Battle of Lake Erie was important to the United States because it gave us complete control of the lake. We were able to cut off the British supply lines. We save Lake Erie from British control.

2. What were you thinking at the beginning of the battle? Explain your answer with evidence.

Sample Response: I was thinking of the flag that “Don’t Give Up the Ship.” I knew I would keep on fighting until the battle was won.  I even  left one ship and continued my command on another ship. I was not going to lose this battle!

3. Do you consider yourself a good leader? Explain your answer using evidence to support your perspective.

Sample Response: I am a great leader because I was able to keep control of Lake Erie.  I would not let the British win the battle, even though they fought long and hard. I commanded my sailors from 2 different battle ships. 

4. Essential Question: How are past conflicts relevant today? Answer from the perspective of Oliver Hazard Perry.

Sample Response: Past conflicts are relevant today because without my leadership, Lake Erie would be in British control.  They would have been able to keep supply lines open. Lake Erie and maybe even Ohio would be controlled by Canada.
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4 C.  Your group will discuss and present the perspective of British sailor. 

1. Why was the Battle of Lake Erie important to Great Britain?

Connect your answer to the Enduring Understanding: Actions and decisions from the past affect the present.

Sample Response: The Battle of Lake Erie was important because we British had the chance to control Lake Erie. Our supply lines could have been kept open. British forts would not have to be abandoned.

2. What were you thinking at the beginning of the battle? Explain your answer with evidence.

Sample Response: We started the battle with more ships than the Americans. We knew we could win this one. At the beginning we were sure of victory because the ship Perry was commanding from was heavily damaged by our cannon balls.

3. What do you think about Oliver Hazard Perry? What kind of leader is he?

Sample Response: Oliver Hazard Perry was a tough enemy. He had fewer ships, and even had to abandon his first ship.  I couldn’t believe that he would row to another ship and then destroy us in 3 hours. He led his American sailors through a difficult battle, so I think he is a good leader, but I am sorry that we could not stop him.

4. Essential Question: How are past conflicts relevant today? Answer from the British sailor’s perspective.

Sample Response: If we had been able to win the battle, Lake Erie would still be in British control.  We would be able to supply our forts. Chances are Ohio could have fallen to us and become part of Canada.
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