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Attachment 7

President’s Solution 1

Answer Key
Name: _George Washington and His Administration
Problem 1:

You have just become President. Your old country had a king and some
people think you should be a king too. 
You know that the decisions you make could set a precedent for future presidents, and you need to set the rules.

What DID You Do?  

I am a general, and a leader of men.  I am good at both, but I have a farm, a wife, and some children.  Even though some people wanted me to be king, I didn’t really want to rule a country with any title associated with a monarchy.  I decided to serve as the leader of the United States and help to establish a more democratic country. I know the decisions I make may be repeated by the next president, so I have to carefully solve problems. This country needs a fair leader that changes every 4 to 8 years.  

· Pros: The United States became known for its freedom and representation in government.  President Washington was an honorable man and was careful in making his decisions.
· Cons: Political parties fight over issues and at times and almost destroy the country.
Why?

George Washington knew that the position he was about to take over was something big, and something that had to be carefully planned in how it was handled.  He knew that he could be setting a precedent for the office of president.   Some examples are:
· At Washington’s inauguration he chose to be sworn in with his hand on the Bible and said, “so help me God’ at the end, a tradition that President’s continue to do.

· Rather than be referred to as “His Highness the President of The United States” or some other fancy title, he chose to be simply called “The President of the United States.”

· He formed a Cabinet, a group of trusted advisors: 
· Secretary of State - Thomas Jefferson

Department of Foreign Affairs

· Secretary of the Treasury - Alexander Hamilton

Chief Financial Officer

· Secretary of War - Henry Knox

US Army, Indian Policy, Coastal Fortifications

· Postmaster General - Samuel Osgood

Postal Service, US Post Office

· Attorney General - Edmund Randolph

Chief Legal officer

· He did not want to serve in office for life and really did not want to serve a second term, but he did.  He was offered a third term, at which time he set the precedent of a two-term limit.
· When he finally left office in 1796 he wrote a Farewell Address which became a tradition for presidents who were leaving the office.

President’s Solution 2


Answer Key
Name: George Washington and His Administrative Team
Problem 2:

The new government is broke because they spent all the money to fight the
American Revolution. Now I feel the government needs an army, but how
can we find a way to pay for it?
In addition, you owed France a lot of money.  
What DID You Do?  

After meetings with my Cabinet, I decided to put a tax on whiskey made in the United States.  My Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton thought this was a good thing to do, but my Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, thought it was a huge mistake.  Later he repealed the tax after he became President.

Why?

A country needs an army to provide protection and maintain order. No one likes taxes, one of the reasons the colonists overthrew King George in the American Revolution was due to unfair taxation but they needed a way to raise money. Whiskey was very important at the time and was often used as medicine, an anesthetic, and even traded like money. When the tax collectors tried to enforce the tax, a group of farmers who distilled whiskey, decided to take violent action. They threatened the tax collectors claiming they would tar and feather them. Washington kept the militia on hold while he held peace talks about the rebellion. The talks failed and eventually Washington had to send in the government militia. The “Whiskey Rebels” fled when they found out the militia was coming.  About 20 men were arrested; no one was killed, and all were later released without charges.  It was still difficult to collect the tax, but Washington did prove that the central government was willing to enforce its laws.

· Pros: The young nation proved that it would enforce its laws with a strong military if necessary.  The United States appeared to have a stronger central government as a result.

· Cons: The people claimed it was taxation without representation.  Currently Washington D.C. does not have any Senators or Representatives since it is not a state.  Thomas Jefferson resigned as Secretary of State because his party felt states should have more power than the central government.

This period became known as the Whiskey Rebellion.

President’s Solution 3

Answer Key
Name: George Washington and His Administrative Team
Problem 3:

You just beat Britain in the Revolution with help from France.
France and Britain are at war now and Britain has caught some of our
trading ships and forced them into  their war.
Our country needs foreign alliances.

What DID You Do? 

I actually did a combination of two solutions.  Alexander Hamilton wanted to repair relations with the British, and Thomas Jefferson wanted to back the French. Jefferson had been a French ambassador under the previous government, the Continental Congress.  Hamilton and Jefferson never agree on anything! I decided the best thing to do was to send Chief Justice John Jay to Britain and work out a compromise called Jay’s Treaty.  It wasn’t the best deal, and it was unpopular with the people, but I felt it was important to repair things with Britain. I did manage to claim neutrality in the war between Britain and France though, and for that I’m proud.

Why:

The French Revolution began in 1793, and it led to a major war between Britain and France.  The United States owed France money from its own Revolutionary War and France wanted the United States to come into the war on France’s side.  England was still trading with the United States but was taxing and blocking trade going from the United States to Britain.  The British began seizing U.S. ships and sailors and forcing them into the war on the side of the British.  George Washington decided to deal with the British and sent John Jay with a threat that the U.S. would join the Danish and the Swedish to resist the British by force.  Hamilton, wanting the deal to work out with the British, and he secretly let the British know that the U.S. was not really going to do that.  The treaty was signed and was called “Jay’s Treaty” but neither side got everything they wanted.  The British agreed to leave the forts in the Northwest Territory and to pay for any ships they seized.

· Pros: Repaired the relationship between the United States and Britain, which is still in the 21st centry our closest ally. The British agreed to leave the Northwest Territory which they were supposed to have already done.  The United States claimed neutrality in European wars.

· Cons:  Unpopular with the people, it did not solve issues with the border of Maine, and it increased tensions between Hamilton and Jefferson. 

President’s Solution 4


Answer Key
Name: George Washington and His Administrative Team
Problem 4:

Our new country has 13 states. To the west is a territory we have claimed.
Indians live in the area and have been attacking settlers.
Other countries might be interested in the land, and the British have not
left all of their forts in the area.

What DID You Do?  

I decided to send in the army.  Other troops had tried unsuccessfully to stop the Indian attacks.  I sent in “Mad Anthony” Wayne who was a strong military leader.  Wayne was able to defeat the Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers and the Indians agreed to a treaty.  It really was a success!  The rich, beautiful land of the Ohio Valley could safely be settled now.  Parts of Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan were planned for future settlement.

· Pros: Established official borders and made peace with the Indians; expansion could continue.
· Cons: Not all Indian tribes recognized the treaty.
Why?

For 20 years there was a dispute over the area.  Washington had previously sent Josiah Harmer to battle the Indians, then Arthur St. Clair.  Finally he sent in “Mad Anthony” Wayne to finish the battle.  Wayne came with about 2,500 troops.  The British, who still occupied forts in the area, had promised to aid the Indians, but because of their war with the French, they did not show up.  2,000 Indian warriors were in and area called Fallen Timbers and without the British, they lost their resolve and eventually submitted to the army.  Chief Little Turtle gave up most of Ohio, parts of Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. The treaty’s title was A Treaty of Peace between the United States of America and the tribes of Indians.  It included such tribes as the Wyandots, Delawares, Showanoes, Ottawas, Chippewas, Miamis, Kickapoos, Poankashaws, and Kaskaskias.
Pros: The Indians gave up the land, but the treaty extended the protection of the U.S. to the Indian tribes and paid them $20,000.  Annually they received goods valued at $9,500.  The Indians accepted the results of the treaty and felt they had been treated fairly.  Prisoners on both sides were to be returned.  The United States now had laid down specific borders for the territory. 
Cons:  The treaty specified, if the Indians wanted to sell the land in the future, they 
could only sell to the United States. 
Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org American History Grant 2012-13                          6-14-13

All copyrights are reserved. 

1

