Attachment 1

Reading:  Predicting ABC’s

Purpose:  

All learning is linked to prior knowledge.  Before starting students on a new lesson or section of their text, they need to begin making connections to words, names, and concepts.

A successful reader begins to think about key words or ideas that might be found in the reading assignment.  The “Predicting the ABC’s” will help students to tap into their prior knowledge.  

Sequence:

1.  Place a transparency of “Predicting ABC’s” on the overhead.

2.  Tell students to pretend they are reading an article about computers.  They are to 

     imagine words or short phrases that might be found in the article.  As each term/ 

     phrase is given, write student’s responses under the correct heading.  

A-B

C-D

E-F

G-H

I-J

K-L

M-N

O-P

Q-R

S-T

U-V

WXYZ

3.  Ask students: “Why would this be an essential step before reading an article or 


textbook assignment?”

4.  Explain that they will now complete the same “pre-reading steps” for today’s 

assignment or tonight’s homework.  Announce the topic for the reading assignment.  Have students call out words likely to be in the reading.  Place their predicted words on the “Predicting ABC’s” overhead.  Have students discuss the meaning of their terms.  Students could also be recording the words on their own copy of the overhead or keep their own copy for the homework assignment.

5.  Now instruct students to open to the reading and skim the section for terms in bold 


print.  Add these to the ABC’s overhead.  Share the meaning for each new word.  

6.  After reading and discussing the reading, have students go back to their ABC’s  

     terms and check how many of them were actually part of the lesson.

Adapted from:  Reading Toolkit for Social Studies,

Predicting ABC’s



Name___________________________
Skill:  Preview for Today’s Vocabulary 

Topic:  _________________________

	A – B


	C – D
	E – F
	G - H

	I – J


	K – L
	M – N
	O - P

	Q – R


	S – T
	U – V
	WXYZ
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