Attachment 1

Ways to Determine the Reliability 
Name ______________________________

and Credibility of Information 
· Primary Source:
· an account of an event by someone who was present at the event
· Secondary Source:

· an account of an event by someone who was not present at the event.
· Content:

· What is the focus of the document?  
· Immediacy:

· to occur without delay – following without a lapse of time

· How soon did the person record his/her account of the event?  
· Why is the lapse of time important?
· Motive:

· that which prompts a person to action with a sense of purpose

· What prompts a person to action with a sense of purpose?

· Do they have a reason to lie or exaggerate?  
· Consistency:

· an agreement among parts or things

· Do other accounts corroborate this account?

· Bias: 

· a prejudice or slanted view of a situation
· What words or phrases indicate the bias?
· Reliability:

· to depend upon with confidence

· What is the level of dependability of the information? 
· What is the reputation of the source?
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