Attachment 9


1.

Josiah Henson
Josiah Henson was a slave who was born on a farm in Port Tobacco, Maryland in 1789. When he was a boy he saw his father being whipped by his master. His father was then sold to a slave owner in Alabama. Josiah and his mother were sold to another owner who lived in northern Maryland. His new master saw that Josiah was a hard worker and let him supervise the work on his farm. Josiah wanted to buy his own freedom, but his master would not let him go, so Josiah fled to the north to freedom in Canada by crossing the Niagara River.

In Canada Josiah helped found a settlement of former slaves and established a school for their children. He called this new settlement the Dawn Settlement. People who lived there worked by farming the land and building mills to cut lumber from the trees they harvested.

Josiah later became a Methodist preacher and an abolitionist. He made speeches against slavery throughout Canada and the northern United States. He later wrote an autobiography, The Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of Canada, as Narrated by Himself.
Many people believe that Harriet Beecher Stowe used Josiah’s story as the inspiration for the character of Uncle Tom in her novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, that was published two years later in 1851. Josiah was the first black man to be featured on a Canadian stamp. 
1. There is biographical information on Josiah Henson available form several sources.

2.
Josiah Henson
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2. Josiah Henson,  in Rev. D.D. Buck, Progression of the Race in the United States and Canada Treating of the Great Advancement of the Colored Race The African American experience, 1850-1920, Ohio Historical Society, http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page.cfm?ID=10058, (accessed August 31, 2010).
3.

Josiah Henson

Excerpts form Josiah Henson’s autobiography about his life as a slave
My earliest employments were, to carry buckets of water to the men at work, to hold a horse plough, used for weeding between the rows of corn, and as I grew older and taller, to take care of master's saddle-horse. Then a hoe was put into my hands, and I was soon required to do the day's work of a man; and it was not long before I could do it, at least as well as my associates in misery.

The every-day life of a slave on one of our southern plantations… is generally little known at the North… The principal food of those upon my master's plantation consisted of corn meal, and salt herrings; to which was added in summer a little buttermilk, and the few vegetables which each might raise for himself and his family, on the little piece of ground which was assigned to him for the purpose, called a truck patch. The meals were two, daily. The first, or breakfast, was taken at 12 o'clock, after laboring from daylight; and the other when the work of the remainder of the day was over. The only dress was of tow cloth, which for the young, and often even for those who had passed the period of childhood, consisted of a single garment, something like a shirt, but longer, reaching to the ankles(ankles) …and a pair of coarse shoes once a year. 
Our lodging was in log huts, of a single small room, with no other floor than the trodden earth, in which ten or a dozen persons--men, women, and children--might sleep. In these hovels were we penned at night, and fed by day; here were the children born, and the sick--neglected. 
3. Josiah Henson, The Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of Canada, as Narrated by Himself, Boston: Arthur D. Phelps, 1849, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/lhbtn:@field(DOCID+@lit(lhbtn21827div0)), (accessed August 31, 2010).
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