Attachment 11


1.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary
Mary Ann Shadd was the first black newspaperwoman in North America. She was born in 1823, a free black child in Wilmington, Delaware. When she was ten, her family moved to West Chester, Pennsylvania, where Mary Ann attended Quaker schools. She became a teacher and opened a school for black children in 1840.

In the 1850s many slaves fleeing from the South moved to Canada where they were safe from slave catchers. Slave catchers were men who traveled into northern states to capture fugitive slaves and return them to the South to slave owners. Mary Ann moved to Canada in 1851 and became very active in her community there. She opened schools for black children so they could learn to read and write. She published a newspaper, The Provincial Freeman, that supported the abolition of slavery. She encouraged former slaves to come to Canada where they could go to school and find good jobs, buy land to farm or start a business.
After the Civil War Mary Ann moved to Washington, D.C., where she taught school. She enrolled in Howard University’s law school and became one of the first African American women to obtain a law degree. She continued writing and speaking out for equal rights for African Americans and for the right of women to vote.

1. Biographical information on Mary Ann Shadd Cary is available form several sources.

2.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary

Excerpt from Some African American Women of Mark by S. Elizabeth Frazer, 1892

We also find in the lecture field, working for the best interest of her race, Mary Ann Shadd Carey, also an able writer and teacher. Mary Ann Shadd Carey was born in Delaware, and received a better education than was usually obtained by free colored people. As a speaker she ranks deservedly high; as a debater she is quick to take advantage of the weak points of her opponents, forcible in her illustrations, biting in her sarcasm.

2. S. Elizabeth Frazer, Some Afro-American Women of Mark, African Methodist Episcopal Church Review, [Vol.08, Num. 4], April 1892, 

http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page.cfm?ID=2374&Current=P381&View=Text, (accessed August 31, 2010).

3. 

Image of Mary Ann Shadd Cary
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3. Mary Ann Shadd Cary, Garden of Praise, http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcary.htm, (accessed August 31, 2010).

4.

Mary Ann Shadd Cary

Image of excerpt from newspaper article written by Mary Ann Shadd Cary in The Provincial Freeman, 1857
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The School tauglit by Mrs. Amelia Free-
Shadd, is still in »pvmﬁa\l in String:
7er's Bildings, Wherein young _people 0

“peimagy and higher -branches nosessary to'a
good-priictical Eaglish Flncation, at made-
‘ate charges, 16 those able (o pay. - Music,
Drawing, Painfing, are alsa taught, on wost
reasonable terms.
. Mrs. Shadd will afford Educational facil-
es; gratis, /to the children of poor widdivs
and ohet ré respietble, but destitute persons,
really needing such aid, and fio that end,
_competent, assistance - will be obtained,
Fhe enterprise is praiseworthy, anid will, we
sincerely bope, enlis pi blic artention as the
|/ tact and qualifications of the prineipal, pecu-
larly 6t her for the management of such 2
schook; and anantitition wherem those
least cared ‘for can ~ have ample instine-
tion. nslc by, Mdl‘ with those able to pay,
must meet with geuerad approval.  No com-
plexional distinetions will be made- -or. A,

wsgume b 1o |

/ Provincial Freeman, [June 131, 1857





4. Mary Ann Shadd Cary, “The Things Most Needed,” The Provincial Freeman, Chatham, Canada, June 13, 1857, Black Abolitionist Archive, University of Detroit Mercy, 

http://research.udmercy.edu/find/special_collections/digital/baa/item.php?record_id=2238, (accessed August 31, 2010).
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