Attachment 12


1. 

William Still

William Still was born a free African American in New Jersey in 1819. Both of his parents had been slaves in eastern Maryland. His father had been able to buy his own freedom. His mother had escaped north with two of her children to join her husband.
As a young man William moved to Philadelphia and worked as the secretary of the Philadelphia Anti-Slavery Society. He headed the society’s efforts to help runaway slaves and served as a conductor on the Underground Railroad. He helped hundreds of slaves escape to freedom before the Civil War. In 1872 he wrote a book about the runaway slaves that he helped, entitled The Underground Railroad. He is sometimes called the “Father of the Underground Railroad.”
William fought for equal rights for African Americans in other ways.  Before and after the Civil War, African Americans were not allowed to ride on the Philadelphia streetcars. He tried to desegregate the city’s motor cars. He and others were eventually successful in their efforts. William died in 1902.
1. Biographical information on William Still is available from several sources.
2.
William Still
An account of the escape of the fugitive slave Harriet Shepherd, from William Still’s The Underground Railroad, p. 302-303.



One morning about the first of November of 1855, the sleepy slaveholding neighborhood of Chestertown, Maryland, was doubtless deeply excited on learning that eleven head of slaves, four head of horses, and two carriages were missing.
Harriet Shepherd, the mother of five children, for whom she felt of course a mother’s love, could not bear the thought of having her offspring compelled to wear the miserable yoke of slavery, as she had been compelled to do. Anna Maria, Edwin, Eliza Jane, Mary Ann John Henry were the names of the children for whom she was willing to make any sacrifice. They were young and unable to walk and, she was penniless and unable to hire a conveyance, even if she had known anyone who would have been willing to risk the law in taking them a night’s journey.
She was entitled to a great deal of credit for seizing the horses and carriages belonging to her master, as she did it for the liberation of her children. Knowing others at the same time who were wanting to visit Canada…they mutually decided to travel together. After receiving friendly aid and advice, they were forwarded to the Committee in Philadelphia. Here further aid was offered them, and as danger was quite obvious, they were disguised and divided so that the Committee felt they might safely be sent on to Canada in one of the regular trains… 
2 and 3.  William Still, The Underground Railroad: A Record of Facts, Authentic Narratives, Letters, Philadelphia: 1879. African American Odyssey, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/rbc/rbcmisc/ody/ody0211/0211320v.jpg, (accessed August 23, 2010).

3.

William Still

An account of the fugitive slave David Green, from William Still’s The Underground Railroad, 1879, p. 320.

David Green fled from Warrington, near Leesburg. Elliott Curlett so alarmed David by threatening to sell him, that the idea of liberty immediately took possession in David’s mind. David had suffered many hardships at the hands of his master, but when the auction 

block was held up to him, that was the worst cut of all. ..Although he had a wife and one child in slavery, he decided to flee for his freedom at all hazards.

2 and 3.  William Still, The Underground Railroad: A Record of Facts, Authentic Narratives, Letters, Philadelphia: 1879. African American Odyssey, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/rbc/rbcmisc/ody/ody0211/0211320v.jpg, (accessed August 23, 2010).

4. 
William Still
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4. William Still, The Underground Railroad: A Record of Facts, Authentic Narratives, Letters,  Rev. ed., Philadelphia: People's Publishing Company, 1879, African American Odyssey, American Memory, Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=ody_rbcmisc&fileName=ody/ody0211/ody0211page.db&recNum=1&itemLink=D?aaodyssey:2:./temp/~ammem_r4VJ::@@@mdb=aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,bbpix,rbpebib,mfd,hurstonbib,gmd,mcc,ncpm,afcesnbib,mesnbib,llstbib,uncall,fpnas&linkText=0  (accessed August 23, 2010).
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