Attachment 7


1.

Fannie Jackson Coppin

Fannie Coppin was born a slave in 1835 in Washington, D.C. Slavery was still legal at that time in the nation’s capital. Her aunt, who had already been freed, bought Fannie’s freedom when she was just a little girl and sent her to live with another aunt in Boston, Massachusetts. 
When she was 14, Fannie went to work as a paid servant for a family in Newport, Rhode Island. During the next six years, she used her free time and spending money to be taught by a private tutor. She then enrolled in the Rhode Island Normal School so she could become a teacher. Fannie wanted to go to college so her aunt helped her pay for the cost of attending Oberlin College in Ohio, one of the few colleges that admitted women and black students in the mid-1800s. Fannie was an excellent student. While at Oberlin, she started a night school for freed African Americans who had not been permitted to learn to read when they were held as slaves. In 1865 she became the second African American woman to graduate from Oberlin.

Fannie wanted to help provide better schools for African American youth. She was hired to teach in the Institute for Colored Youth, a school supported by the Quakers in Philadelphia. After just four years, she became the principal of the school. In Philadelphia Fannie worked hard to improve educational opportunities for black boys and girls and find jobs for them after they had graduated. 
Fannie opened homes for poor and homeless young women. In 1881 she married the Reverend Levi Coppin who later became bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Capetown, South Africa. In 1900 she left the ICY school and joined her husband to help set up missions throughout South Africa. After ten years, she returned to Philadelphia where she died in 1913.
1. Biographical information on Fannie Jackson Coppin is available form several sources.

2. 

Fannie Jackson Coppin

Excerpt from S. Elizabeth Frazier, “Some Afro-American Women of Mark,” 1892.
In Philadelphia we find Mrs. Fannie Jackson Coppin, principal of the Philadelphia Institute for Colored Youth, an acute thinker, an eloquent speaker, a benefactress to her race. 
Through her untiring efforts, the Philadelphia Institute for Colored Youth was founded for the purpose of giving negro children an industrial as well as an intellectual education. This institution is a success. 

Had she been other than a colored woman…she would have been one of the most famous of America’s school reform instructors.

2. S. Elizabeth   Frazier, Some Afro-American Women of Mark, African Methodist Episcopal Church Review,Vol.08, Num. 4,1892, The African-American Experience in Ohio, 1850-9120, American Memory, Library of Congress,  http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?aaeo:3:./temp/~ammem_PIG5::@@@mdb=aap,aaeo,rbaapcbib,aasm,aaodyssey,bbpix,rbpebib,mfd,hurstonbib,gmd,mcc,ncpm,afcesnbib,mesnbib,llstbib,uncall,fpnas, (accessed August 31, 2010).

3.

Image of Fannie Jackson Coppin
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3.  Philadelphia, Pa.: A.M.E. Book Concern, 1913, Documenting the American South, University Library, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/jacksonc/menu.html, (accessed August 31, 2010).

4. 

Fannie Jackson Coppin

Excerpt from Fannie Jackson Coppin’s Reminiscences of School Life, and Hints on Teaching, 1913.
THE teaching of good manners in the home, is of the highest importance. The little child is taught to say, if you please, and thank you, not only to mother and father, but to brothers and sisters; and I know of nothing that conduces more to the happiness of the home than the manner of speaking to each other by all the members of the family.
To learn to read, write and spell one word the first day, will be found to be very interesting to the children. The word "man" is a good word to begin with, because day after day by the addition of one more letter each day we can form a sentence. Words are more interesting than letters, and sentences are more interesting than words.
 Here is a little device for remembering the parts of speech:
                         A noun is the name of anything, 
                         As school, or garden, hoop, or swing. 
                         Adjectives tell the kind of noun; 
                         As great, small, pretty, white or brown. 
                         Conjunctions join the words together; 
                         As, bread and butter; wind or weather. 
                         Verbs tell of something to be done; 
                         As sing, or play or skip, or run. 
                         A preposition stands before 
                         A noun; as in or through a door 
                         How things are done the adverbs tell; 
                         As, slowly, quickly, ill or well. 
                         An exclamation shows surprise; 
                         As, ah! how pretty! oh! how wise! 
                         Three little words you often see 
                         Are articles; a or an and the. 
                         Instead of nouns the pronoun stands; 
                         Your book, his work, her hat, my hand. 
                         The whole are called nine parts of speech; 
                         Which reading, writing, speaking, teach. 

        This little bit of poetry saves us from many definitions, and it has helped many pupils who have understood it.  4. Fanny Jackson Coppin, Reminiscences of School Life, and Hints on Teaching. 
4.  Philadelphia, Pa.: A.M.E. Book Concern, 1913, Documenting the American South, University Library, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/jacksonc/menu.html, (accessed August 31, 2010). 
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