Attachment 6

1.

Osborne Anderson
Osborne Anderson was a free black man who was born in Pennsylvania in 1830. He attended Oberlin College in Ohio and later moved to Chatham, Canada where he opened his own printing business. Osborne was active in the abolitionist movement, and printed his own anti-slavery pamphlets and the newspaper of Mary Ann Shadd Cary, The Provincial Freeman. 

In 1858 Osborne met an abolitionist named John Brown. Brown persuaded him to help attack the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. They planned to use the guns that were stored there to arm slaves in the South so they could revolt against their masters. The raid on Harper’s Ferry occurred in October 1859, but Brown and most of his men were captured. Osborne managed to escape with another of the raiders, Albert Hazlett. Hazlett was not strong enough to keep up on their hurried escape. He was captured and later hanged. Osborne, aided by abolitionists in Pennsylvania, was able to make his way to Canada. He later wrote an account of the raid entitled A Voice from Harper’s Ferry. 
During the Civil War, Osborne joined the army and served as a recruiting officer, trying to persuade other African Americans to fight for the North. He later went back to Harper’s Ferry and told his eyewitness account of Brown’s raid. He died of tuberculosis in Washington, D.C. at the age of 42.

1. Biographical information on Osborne Perry Anderson is available from several sources. 
2.

Osborne Perry Anderson




2. Osborne Perry Anderson, House Divided, Dickinson College, http://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/?q=node/4984, (accessed September 3, 2010).

3. 
Osborne Perry Anderson

Excerpts from Osborne P. Anderson’s account of the raid on Harper’s Ferry in October, 1859
At eight o'clock on Sunday evening, Captain Brown said: "Men, get on your arms; we will proceed to the Ferry." His horse and wagon were brought out before the door, and some pikes, a sledge-hammer and crowbar were placed in it. The Captain then put on his old Kansas cap, and said : "Come, boys!" when we marched out of the camp behind him, into the lane leading down the hill to the main road. While going to the Ferry, the company marched along as solemnly as a funeral.

Captain Hazlett and myself… saw the charge upon the engine house with the ladder, which resulted in opening the doors to the marines, and finally in Brown's capture.

During our perilous and fatiguing journey to Pennsylvania… our only food was corn roasted in the ear…As a result of this poor diet and the hard journey, we became nearly famished, and very much reduced in bodily strength. Poor Hazlett…With his feet blistered and sore, he held out as long as he could, but at last gave out, completely broken down, ten miles below Chambersburg. He declared it was impossible for him to go further, and begged me to go on, as we should be more in danger if seen together in the vicinity of the towns. The poor young man's face was wet with tears when we parted. 
3. Osborne P. Anderson,  A Voice from Harper's Ferry: A Narrative of Events at Harper's Ferry; with Incidents Prior and Subsequent to its Capture by Captain Brown and His Men, Boston: 1861, http://www.libraries.wvu.edu/theses/Attfield/HTML/voice.html, (accessed September 3, 2010).
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