Attachment 7

Assignment:   Your Child’s Immigrant Monologue
Dear Parents.


We just wanted to let you know about what is happening in social studies over the next two weeks.  We have started studying immigration.  The students will be performing a monologue portraying an immigrant to the United States.  Your child received the attached requirement sheet about this project.  It is also online on Progress Book under homework. (Remove if this does not apply.) Most of the students will pretend to have arrived in the U.S. around the turn of the century, unless they know of a specific family member who came at a different time.  Thank you in advance for helping your child to locate information about his/her ancestors.   It is very rewarding for the students when they have a personal connection to the topic.  This makes learning relevant to their lives.  If you can’t find information on a specific family member, please don’t worry.  We have sample immigrant identities and you child can select one that interest him or her.  

If you are available, you are invited to come see your child perform his/her 
monologue.  Your child is scheduled for _____________________________.  
If you plan to attend, please be here by _________________.  You will be done 
by _______________.


There are opportunities for extra credit.  You can demonstrate a traditional dance, perform a song or music, teach a lesson on the language or create a traditional dish from your country.  Students will need to bring their own technology to support music, dance, etc. If you select a food item, it needs to be prepared in advanced. For example, send the cake already cut. You will need to send in any needed supplies such as napkins, forks, or plates. In order to have time for everyone to share, we need to keep things moving.  We will not be able to help a student to distribute his/her food.  These cultural practices and their diversity are their favorite part of this unit!
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Thank you for all your support with this project. 
Please call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Sample monologue questions:
1. Introduce yourself:  you name and native country.

2. Why did you leave your country?  Was your reason for leaving a push or pull factor?  


Explain.

3. Describe what was going through your mind as you were leaving your country.

4.   Describe the things you will miss most about your native country.
5.  Describe the things you brought with you.  (See below)

6.  What were your thoughts and feelings when you saw land for the first time?

7.  Describe the surroundings of where you landed.
8.  Describe the process you went through to get into the country.  If there was no 

 process, explain that.

9.  Who are you living with in the United States?

      10.  What difficulties did you have during the first weeks you were here?

      11.  What are your hopes and dreams for the future?

      12.  What cultural practices did you country contribute to the diversity of the U.S.?  
If you know some of this information from your own family, begin to gather some information about your relative(s).  If not, you will pretend to be an immigrant based on an immigrant card background that you selected.  You will make up the answers to the questions based upon what we are learning in class about the impact of immigration to our cultural diversity.  Think of this as “historical fiction” and a creative role playing project.  You will receive a specific monologue requirement sheet based on the background of your ancestor or your immigrant card. 
During your monologue, you need to dress like your character.  You need to use body language like a new immigrant.  Your monologue needs to be memorized.  You may bring note-cards to help you remember the questions you need to answer.  

Please bring a suitcase or pillowcase filled with 5 items you brought with you from the “old country.”  These items could be real or they could be made from objects you have around the house.  Try to be as creative with these as possible.  You will describe these items during your monologue.

I can’t wait to see your ideas!  You will do great!! 


Extra Credit

Option 1


Bring in a dish from your immigrant’s country to share with the class on the day you do your monologue.  This needs to be something you would traditionally eat in your country.  You will also need to describe how the food is made and when people would typically eat it.   

Option 2

Teach the class some language from your native country.  You need to pick at least 10 words or 3 phrases to demonstrate to the class.  Make sure you are asking the class to respond to your lessons.  They need to learn the words!

Option 3
Perform a traditional cultural dance for the class.  Explain when this dance would have been performed in your native country.

Option 4

Perform a musical number from your native country.  You can play an instrument or sing a song.  Bring your musical equipment with you.  

(CD, instrument, etc.)
Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org American History Grant 2011-12                           5-11-12

All copyrights are reserved. 


