Attachment 12

Ellis Island European Immigrant Monologue Requirements

Name:  ____________________________________  Class:  _________  Date:  __________

You will take the identity of your immigrant and act out a monologue in front of the class.   Your presentation date is:  ___________________________.    Your parents will be invited to attend your performance.  You need to answer the following questions in your monologue:
1. Introduce yourself:  your name and native country.
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2. Why did you leave your country?  Was your reason for leaving a push or pull factor?  

  Explain.


3.  Describe what was going through your mind as you were leaving your country.

4.  Describe the things you will miss most about your native country.


5.  Describe the items you brought with you.  (see below)

6.  What were your thoughts when you saw the Statue of Liberty and the United States for the

     first time?

7.  What were other people around you on the boat doing when they saw America?


8.  What challenges did you experience at Ellis Island?  

9.  How did you feel during the medical exams? 

 10.  What difficulties did you have during the first weeks you were here?


11.  What are your hopes and dreams for the future?

12.  What cultural practices did your country contribute to the diversity of the United States?

During your monologue, you need to dress like your character.  You need to use body language like a new immigrant.  Your monologue needs to be memorized.  You may bring note-cards to help you remember the questions you need to answer.  
Please bring a suitcase or pillowcase filled with 5 items you brought with you from the “old country.”  These items could be real or they could be made from objects you have around the house.  Try to be as creative with these as possible.  You will describe these items during your monologue.
I can’t wait to see your ideas!  You will do great!! 


Extra Credit

Option 1


Bring in a dish from your immigrant’s country to share with the class on the day you do your monologue.  This needs to be something you would traditionally eat in your country.  You will also need to describe how the food is made and when people would typically eat it.   
Option 2

Teach the class some language from your native country.  You need to pick at least 10 words or 3 phrases to demonstrate to the class.  Make sure you are asking the class to respond to your lessons.  They need to learn the words!

Option 3
Perform a traditional cultural dance for the class.  Explain when this dance would have been performed in your native country.

Option 4

Perform a musical number from your native country.  You can play an instrument or sing a song.  Bring your musical equipment with you.  

(CD, instrument, etc.)
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