Attachment 5 B

Levee Investigation






Answer Key
	Source
	Questions
	Notes

	1. Dictionary/Encyclopedia


	A. What is a levee?
	· an embankment for preventing floods

	2. http://science.howstuffworks.com/engineering/structural/levee.htm
 
	A. Describe how a levee works to prevent flooding.
B. Describe what can happen if a levee breaks. 


	· A mound of soil such as clay that is wider at the base.
· It is built along rivers to keep the river from overflowing to the other side.

· Cities, villages, land will flood.
· People could be killed or injured.
· Buildings and homes would be destroyed.

	3. Levee diagrams/

simulation/photos
http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood-risks/levee/simulator.jsp

	Listen to the textual description and watch the simulator.  Then click on the photograph examples.  
A.  Draw a diagram of a levee.

Then click on “how levees fail” to view photographs.
	


	Source
	Questions
	Notes

	4. News broadcast/video on YouTube from WTHITV10 aired on May 4, 2011

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaSIPNpmKOE 

	A. Is a levee a permanent structure? Will it last forever?  Why?

B. What are the effects of a failed levee?


	· No – it is made from earth’s soil, and it will soften over time, making it weak.
· flooding

	5. Map from Google Earth www.googlearth.com  

search for Zoar, Ohio

	Zoom into the village of Zoar.  Notice the river that runs near Zoar.  Locate the levee by Zoar.  

A. Sketch a map that shows the levee and Zoar. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says that the ground underneath the levee is absorbing water which may lead to the failure of the 75 year old levee.

B. Describe what could happen to the village of Zoar if the levee fails. 
	· The village will be flooded.
· People could be killed or injured.
· Buildings and homes could be destroyed. 
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