Attachment 6


Canals v. Railroads:  Answer Key




	Railroads

could operate all year


	Railroads

more reliable; on time

	Both

were used by farmers to transport and sell their crops to far-away places


	Both

were used to transport tons of raw materials, such as coal, limestone, and iron ore to factories

	Both

provided jobs for many workers
	Canals

built by the state



	Both

caused nearby cities and towns to grow: more people and more businesses
	Canals

could not operate in winter months



	Railroads

faster


	Canals

speed limit of 4 miles per hour 

	Railroads

could carry more cargo and passengers
	Railroads

“Iron Horse”



	Railroads

connected more cities


	Both

cheaper than travel by road



	Both

were used to transport manufactured products to markets 


	Canals

helped open up the land west of the Appalachian Mountains to large amount of settlement



	Railroads

built by private businesses


	Canals

“real horsepower”
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