Attachment 9


Summative Essay Assignment and Rubric     

Write an essay that addresses the following topic:  To what extent did American capitalism offer opportunity to immigrants and child laborers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries?

This essay topic is purposefully open-ended, and thus it is recognized that essays will be substantially subjective.  The assignment requires critical and analytical thinking skills, and thus the grading rubric accounts for subjectivity while also demanding that the essay fulfill specific requirements.  It is suggested that the essay be evaluated using a scale similar to the following (a general 10 point scale is offered as an example of how the scale may be translated into points):

· Thorough and sophisticated



(10 points)

· Effective 






(8-9 points)

· Adequate






(6-7 points)

· Basic 







(5-6 points)

· Little to no understanding 




(0-4 points)

Essay evaluations will be based on three requirements:  

· a thesis or position statement that evaluates “to what extent” American capitalism offered opportunities for immigrants and child laborers.

· the use of primary and secondary documents provided in the document packet

· demonstration of writing skills

It is suggested that the rubric be applied in a manner similar to that demonstrated below.

A “thorough and sophisticated” essay possesses:

· a thesis or position statement that is evaluative and critical in nature, and addresses the extent to which American capitalism offered opportunity to BOTH immigrants and child laborers;

· supporting information from at least five (5) primary and secondary source documents and; 

· writing skills that would be considered “exceptional”, containing minimal grammatical, structural or informational errors.  

An “effective” essay possesses;

· a thesis or position statement that is evaluative and critical in nature, and addresses the extent to which American capitalism offered opportunity to EITHER immigrants or child laborers, but not both;

· supporting information from at least four (4) primary and secondary source documents and; 

· writing skills that would be described as “effective”, perhaps containing minor grammatical, structural or informational errors.
 An “adequate” essay possesses:

· a thesis or position statement that is somewhat evaluative in nature, and attempts to address the extent to which American capitalism offered opportunity to BOTH immigrants and child laborers;

· supporting information from three (3) primary and secondary source documents and; 

· writing skills that contain errors considered beyond “minor” and are more numerous.

A “basic” essay may possess: 

· a thesis or position statement that is not evaluative in nature and may minimally address opportunity for EITHER immigrants or child laborers;

· supporting information from (2) primary and secondary source documents and;

· writing skills contain errors that are “significant” in substance and/or quantity.

Little or no understanding:

· a thesis or position statement was attempted or does not exist;

· attempted or does not address either immigrants or child laborers;

· supportive information from (1 or no) primary and secondary source documents;

· writing skills contain errors that interfere with communicating the student’s response.

This project is due on: ________________________________________________
Project Value: _______________________ points.
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