Attachment 7


The “Push/Pull” Factors of Immigration

Immigration in the United States resulted, and continues to result, from both push and pull factors.  Below, find a brief summary of these factors and the nations historically impacted.  

“Push” Factors

Ireland

The Enclosure: English Protestant landlords force subsistence tenant farmers off their estates so that the landlords could raise cattle for the English market.

The Potato Famine:  Between 1845 and 1855, more than a million Irish peasants died from malnutrition after the potato blight wipes out 10 years of potato crops, the staple of the Irish diet. As a result of British colonial policy in Ireland, 5 million Irish immigrated to the United States between 1815-1920.

China

Growing British imperial influence led to increased taxes, social disruption that impoverished the poor, and restricted economic opportunity for large portions of the Chinese population.

Imperialism and the Market Revolution

Ireland, Eastern Europe, China and Japan were all located on the periphery of the Industrial Revolution and the Age of Colonialism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Lacking capital/financial systems necessary to compete with British and American economies, these countries, along with the rest of the non-Euro-American world, became sources of natural resources and low-wage labor for those countries.

“Pull” Factors

Industrial development means jobs at wages significantly higher rates than those available in the immigrants’ homelands.

Employers seeking cheap labor arrange affordable passage.  Examples might include, English workers were offered indentured servitude in the 17th century, the credit-ticket system in the 18th century, southern planters recruit Chinese labor following the Civil War, and labor recruiters attract immigrants, many from Eastern Europe, with stories of riches available in the United States.
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