Attachment 9


Greeks and Italians in Ohio
1. Numerous Ohioans are descended from Greek and Italian ancestors.  Today, Greek and Italian Ohioans continue to enhance Ohio’s cultural and social heritage. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many immigrants came to the United States of America hoping to find and live the American dream.

2. In 1860 immigrants accounted for 14% of Ohio’s population.  By 1900 Ohio’s population increased greatly, and the immigrant population of Ohio fell to 11%.

3. By 1920 Cleveland had a Greek born population of more than 5,000.  Most of these immigrants found low paying jobs in factories, as day laborers, waiters, waitresses, or cooks in restaurants.  Those who were more successful started their own businesses like coffee shops clothing stores, florist, or shoeshine companies. They hired their fellow Greeks.

4. In 1900 over 11,000 Italian born immigrants resided in Ohio.  By 1920, their numbers had risen to more than twenty thousand people. Most of these immigrants also found the same low-paying jobs in factories, as day laborers, or as waiters, waitresses, and cooks in restaurants. Immigrants who were more successful established businesses that supplied their fellow migrants with traditional Italian products or began their own clothing or construction companies. 
5. The Italian immigrants in Cleveland settled in their own communities, preferring to live among people who shared similar cultural beliefs and spoke the same language as they did. By the late 1800s, most Italian immigrants in Cleveland had settled in two neighborhoods nicknamed Big Italy and Little Italy. 
6. Greek and Italian immigrants congregated together partly out of a shared backgrounds but also out of fear. During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, many native-born Americans feared outsiders. Some of these people objected to the religious and cultural beliefs of these new immigrants, while others believed that foreigners would corrupt the morals of United States citizens.

Greeks and Italians in Ohio

Name _______________________

7. During World War II, Ohio Greeks rallied behind the United States. The bravery of Greek-American soldiers caused other Americans finally to accept the Greek immigrants.  By 1980, only 2,603 Greek-born people resided in Cleveland. Other Ohio cities experienced similar declines.

8. A similar situation happened for the Italians.  During World War II many Italians supported the United States and rejected the ruling dictator in Italy.  Many Italian social groups dropped their Italian names.  Like the Greeks, Ohioans became more tolerant of the Italians.   Many Italian communities began to be a mixture of non-Italians as the cultures blended together. 
1. What are three ways that Greek and Italian immigrants in Ohio are similar?  
2.  What is a difference between Greek and Italian immigrants in Ohio? 
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