Attachment 6


	
	Ohio's Shot in the Arm
It was not long after Ohio became a state in 1803 that there was a  need for an improved transportation system. The economy in the interior of the state was based on a barter system. Farmers grew what they needed for their families and exchanged any surplus goods for other needed supplies and staples. There were very few roads, and those that did exist were often nothing but muddy ruts. The state’s rivers provided for local transportation and many rivers were not even navigable. Therefore, farmers wishing to take their goods and products to market had a long and difficult journey. Paper money was scarce. Poverty characterized life in early Ohio. 

The United State’s first canals were established in the East. The famous New York Erie Canal influenced plans for Ohio’s canal system. New York Governor DeWitt Clinton, realizing how the completion of the Erie Canal would benefit Ohio, had an idea to ask for the state to help finance the canal. Ohio’s Senate declined to provide funds for the project.  However, it did agree to help in other ways, such as promoting trade on the canal. Governor Clinton later helped Ohio Governor Allen Brown obtain funds for the construction of the Ohio & Erie Canal.

The idea of a canal system in Ohio took several years from late 1810 to early 1820. The construction of the canal, which began in 1825, brought a quick change to the economy. Because canal contractors earned cash and passed it on to workers and suppliers, the cash idea soon replaced the barter system. Industries such as quarrying and lumbering developed to provide the needed supplies for the work. Skilled workers including stone masons, carpenters, shipwrights, and blacksmiths moved to Ohio.

This was just the beginning of Ohio’s economic boost. With the opening of the canal’s first 38-mile stretch between Cleveland and Akron in 1827, farmers in that area were able to charge higher prices for their crops. The price of wheat near Akron, which had been 20-30 cents a bushel before the canal’s opening, rose to 75 cents by 1833. Goods and products from the eastern states such as nails, glass, cloth, salt, coffee, and tea now were available in the wilderness. Settlers also could purchase sugar and flour at a lower price. 
Property values increased, and the state’s population rose from 580,000 in the 1820s to over two million by 1850. The 1832 canal from Akron to Portsmouth on the Ohio River helped Ohio farmers and traders to sell their goods in New York and New Orleans. 

The canal also promoted the development of industry along its banks. The reason for this was that the operation of the canal depended on locks. Each lock served as a water elevator, to raise or lower heavy boats filled with cargo. Because of the elevation change, usually eight feet, areas near locks became a great source of waterpower for industry. As a result of this idea, saw mills, grist mills, and woolen mills sprang up at locks and other areas of the canal where the water could power their machinery.  Workers moved to obtain jobs in these areas. 
Locks also caused traffic jams. The canal was wide enough for two-way traffic, but the locks could only handle one boat at a time. Traffic backed up just as it does on modern freeways. People did not like having to sit around and wait at the locks, so many stores and taverns began to develop near the canal. 
Simon Perkins realized the potential for business near the canal. In 1825, as construction of the canal was beginning, he founded the city of Akron. He knew that with 16 locks placed in a short distance there would be plenty of opportunity for development. Akron would become a major city in northeast Ohio. Other canal towns were not so lucky, however. Towns such as Boston and Botzum began and grew during the canal period, but when the canal declined, so did they. Today, there is no visible evidence that some towns ever existed.

The canal also created new industry and technology. Iron ore from the upper Great Lakes region and coal from Appalachia came together in Cleveland. This started Ohio’s steel industry. When steel production became a major part of Ohio’s economy, other related industries soon developed. By 1840 Ohio had grown from one of the poorest states in the United States to the third richest one. The growth and development spurred by the construction of the canal system is the foundation of Ohio’s economy today.
Glossary:

navigable:  deep and wide enough to provide passage to ships

barter system: when people exchanged goods for other goods like bread for a chicken
promote: to support or actively encourage.
Questions 

1. What was Ohio’s economy like both before and after the canal was constructed?
2. What products did the canal bring to Ohio? 
3. How did the idea of extending the canal from Akron to Portsmouth help move people and products? 

4. How did Simon Perkins contribute to the development of Ohio? 
5. What new industries resulted, either directly or indirectly, from the canals in Ohio?
6.  What is the intended meaning of the title of the reading? 
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