Attachment 5

French and Indian Wars Overview
                           Teacher Reading
Read the following excerpt taken from The French and Indian Wars, by the Editors of American Heritage The Magazine of History, Author Francis Russell, Consultant Lawrence Henry Gipson Author of The British Empire Before the American Revolution, p. 5 – 6.

Foreword

In the colonization of North America the Spaniards, the French, the Dutch, the Swedes, and the English, in turn, each sought a share.  The Spaniards fastened upon Florida and Mexico, but their efforts to expand further came to a halt, and in the course of time the Dutch and the Swedish holdings along the Atlantic seaboard fell to the English.  Only Great Britain and France remained as rivals for the heart of the continent.

At first there was little contact between the two, since their settlements were widely separated by a vast and forbidding wilderness.  Engrossed in their struggle to gain a livelihood, the English and French settlers might long have remained at peace.  But these countries became engaged in hostilities which inevitably involved their New World colonies.  

Three times, beginning in 1690, warfare flamed in the no man’s land between New France and New England.  Settlements were destroyed and armies clashed in the wilderness, yet nothing was settled.  After the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, all attempts to reach agreement over rival North American territorial claims failed.  The use of force was the final resort.  Each nation regarded the Ohio Valley as its own.  A mere skirmish occurred there in 1754, but it touched off a war that spread to Europe, then to Africa, Asia, and even to islands in the Atlantic and Pacific.  It was fought with bitter determination for nine years on land and sea, with the fate of North America hanging in the balance.  This conflict, the Great War for the Empire, may well be called the first of the world wars. 
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