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Ohio Company:  Christopher Gist
	





Christopher Gist was an explorer, surveyor and accomplished frontiersman. He was born about 1706 in Maryland to Richard and Zipporah Gist. Little is known of Gist's early years. He received some schooling as well as formal training as a surveyor, possibly from his father who helped plat Baltimore, Maryland.

By 1750, Gist had moved to northern North Carolina along the Yadkin River. One of his neighbors was frontiersman Daniel Boone. In that same year the Ohio Company selected Gist to survey along the Ohio River from its headwaters near Shannopin's Town, Pennsylvania (modern-day Pittsburgh), to what is now Louisville, Kentucky. That winter Gist mapped the Ohio countryside between Shannopin's Town to the Scioto River. There he crossed into Kentucky and eventually returned to his home. During the winter of 1751-1752, Gist returned to the Ohio Country and explored much of modern-day West Virginia.
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Gist,_Christopher?rec=160 

Primary Source Entries:

The King granted them two hundred thousand Acres of Land, to be taken on the South side of the river Allegheny, otherwise the Ohio, between the Kiskiminites Creek and the Buffalo Creek…on condition that they should settle hundred families thereon within seven years, and erect and maintain a Fort. On compliance therewith, the Company was to become entitled to Three hundred thousand Acres more, adjoining the first grant.

Your Petitioners finding by the said Gists journal that he had only observed the Lands on the North side of the Ohio, and finding that the Indians were unwilling that they should then settle on the Miami river, or on the north side of the Ohio and the Land lying too much exposed and at too great a distance, They employed the said Gist to go out a second time to view and examine the land between Mohongaly and the Big Conhaway, Wood or New river on the south East side of the Ohio, which employed him from the 4th of November 1751 to the March following 1752; but he could not finish his Plan and report before October 1752, at which time the Company gave in a petition to the Governor and Council, praying several Surveys…. 
The Governor and Council having not thought fit to comply with the prayer of the said Petition, to allow your Petitioners to survey their lands in different Tracts as would best accommodate the settlers and secure their frontiers from attacks, the President and Masters of the College also refusing to give out a Commission to a Surveyor, and the late Governor and Council having made out large Grants to private persons land-gobbers, to the amount of near 1,400,000 Acres.  Immediately, even the same day, after your Majesty’s instructions for making out your Petitioners Grant and Surveys, became publicly known where the Lands were not properly described or limited nor surveyed, by which means their several grants might have interfered with the lands discovered and chosen by the Company, your Petitioners now laid under difficulty’s in surveying and letting their lands and erecting the fort, tho’ your Petitioners have been at very great expense and are willing to be at a much greater, to secure those valuable countries and the Indian Trade…. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=O3QOAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false   Note:  The entire eBook is free.  
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