Attachment 11

Photos of Marbles from the Research Activity

I’m including photos of my marble collection that I used with my class.  Any teacher is welcome to use my photos for this activity, but the best way to do the activity is with the real objects.  Any collection that can be felt, turned, studied and compared would work.  I started out by giving my students the marbles with no information at all. They had to write down their observations and their theories and come up with their own conclusions.  It is difficult to determine the materials the marbles are made of from photos, but if you use the photos, you can give some information. I just wouldn’t give it all. Eventually I told them about the marbles.  At that point, if I wanted to continue with an enrichment project, I would have had them find the marble companies online and locate the marbles that were like the ones I showed them.  There are marbles with decals, figurines inside them, and many unusual and beautiful types. A great site for history and better photographs is  http://www.marblealan.com
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These are Jabo marbles from Mexico. They are relatively unimportant marbles but were sold in jars to make them look more important.  These are discontinued and are worth $1.00 each to a collector.  They are large and my class felt they were important because of the display.  The Jabo Company still makes marbles today.

One of the topics I had my class think about was the purpose and use of marbles.  For some, collecting is the purpose, others a game, others financial gain.  Where the collection came from, how it is displayed, the condition of the pieces are all a part of the evidence collection.  There are many more types of marbles that are far more valuable and unusual than the ones in my collection.  Some marbles have figurines in them, some have mica, there are very special marbles called ‘end of day’ that have a very different look. I included some good websites at the end of the photos for information and better photos of other marble collections.
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On the left are Akro Agate Popeyes.  Akro Agate was a marble company that opened in 1910 and closed in 1951.  This company did not actually produce marbles until 1914.  It originally repackaged Christensen marbles. Popeyes were made of attempts to get as many swirls of different colors as possible.  The more swirls of color, the more popular the marble to players. See how many colors you can find in the marbles.
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Cat’s eyes on the right were popular Master Marble Company productions. Some of these are just broken marbles, but one is irregularly shaped because it comes from the trash of a marble company.  It’s just a melted piece of glass.
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Cat’s eyes are a favorite for many players.  The production of these did not begin until the 1950’s. There are different kinds of cat’s eyes; some are referred to as beach balls.

Clear marbles are called Moonies and were very popular but not valuable. 

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]



On the left are two large German Swirls surrounded by pee-wees.  On the right are the German Swirls with one of the middle-sized marbles. My favorite in the collection is the small one to show size.
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The brown slag marbles on the right were probably made by Christenson Agate Marble Company. Christensen opened in 1925 in Payne, Ohio, moved to Cambridge, Ohio before closing in 1933.  Marbles from this company are rare, but one of the main marble makers went to work for Akro Agate after closing so the colors typical to Christensen began production in Akro Agate.

The marbles on the left are made in England and are called Benningtons. They are made of clay and glazed.  There are spots on them where they do not have any glaze and that is one way to tell that they are made of clay.
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The marbles on the left are called pee-wees and are very small, almost as small as a pea.

On the right are swirls and patches from the 1950’s
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These are both German Swirls and were handmade in Germany.  They are both very large, larger than a golf ball.  The inside has a swirl of colored glass.  The one on the left is battered, and the swirl can only be seen when it is coated with clear polish.
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The marbles on the left are fluorescent and will glow in the dark if left in the light during the day.  The marbles on the right are caramel slags and are somewhat rare.
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The black and white marbles are large and made of alabaster stone. The first marbles were made of alabaster.  The origin of these are unknown, and they were purchased in Washington, D.C.
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On the left are purple Ravenswood Swirls. The Ravenswood Novelty Works opened in 1931 in Ravenswood West Virginia, and closed in 1955.  Purple was an unusual color for marbles, and this company usually made dark based marbles.

The dark marbles on the right are steelies.  They are steel ball bearings which were found in a marble collection in a yard sale in Akron, Ohio.  If they were not found with the collection, they would not have been considered marbles at all. 
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Black and white marbles like the ones on the right were called zebras.

The yellow and blue marble on the right is a Peltier Peerless Patch.  It has a distinctive hole on one side that was common of Peltier marbles as a result of their construction. Known for brilliant color combinations, the Peltier Company was located in Ottawa, Illinois and was started in 1886 and still is in production. 
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Bright colors like blue were popular but rare.

The marble on the right is an inexpensive marble made in Mexico and bought off a store shelf in 2009.  It has an oily or iridescent surface that is one key that this is a new marble.
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The marbles on the left are called Popeyes.  The marbles on the left look like they have seen some very rough marble games.

Marbles have been historically popular since ancient civilizations. Handmade clay marbles, easily made and easily hardened in fire were probably the first type of marble.  In the early 1900’s a marble making machine was developed in England.  One of the employees snuck away to America and helped the Christensen Company patent the first mass marble making machine.  Marbles were especially popular in the 1920’s through 1930’s as companies competed for the most original or unusual marble combinations. We can still buy marbles today, but most of the old marble companies have shut down.  The marbles on the store shelves today are made in other countries.  Akron, Ohio was one location that was important in early machine-made marble production.  The Marble Museum is located in Lock 3 downtown. There are mountains of information about marbles, marble companies, marbles to buy old and new to be found online for research.

Sadly, one type of marble from my collection that could not be found for this activity was the civil war marbles, perfectly round, heavy iron oxide clay fired in a kiln.

Summit County ESC:  http://cybersummit.org American History Grant 2011-12                           5-2-12
All copyrights are reserved. 

10

