Attachment 9

Examples of Activities
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These are the hats of the professional sciences that study history.  As I was creating this lesson, I had the hats in my closet and had not introduced them to my students.  One day we were having a discussion comparing the Chinese Spice Road to Columbus’ voyage across the Atlantic.  The idea I was trying to get my class to understand was the similarities between the reasons behind the trips. 
I remembered I had the hats in the closet and I pulled out the Geographer’s hat.  I put it on and started to talk about the importance between the two trips based on geography and that Columbus wanted to shorten the trip, not knowing it was actually longer with a continent between.  Then I pulled out the Political Scientist’s hat and began talking about the kings and queens and the political reasons they had for the trips.  The Spice Road needed treaties with the Middle East, whereas, Columbus did not need any treaties.  I kept switching back and forth from geographer to political scientist more as a joke, but my class really understood what I was talking about.  I believe the vocabulary for these two perspectives is difficult.  I was very happy with the way my class responded and was surprised by their success. 

The two glasses of water were a part of my perspective or point of view example.  I just happened to have a scale on the table.   One glass was half empty and the other half full.

I wore each hat and would discuss whether the water was half empty or half full according to the professional vocabulary.  Accordingly, I would stand on one side of the scale or the other.  I discovered it would have been helpful to have displayed the phrases “half empty” and “half full.”   However, by the middle of the period the students were giving all the answers.
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These are the contents of my bag of primary resources.  I sat facing my students as I sorted the items.   In this photo the items are grouped according to what we (the students and I) thought went together.  After sorting, the items were discussed for relevancy and what each professional would think about the items.

The limit for student’s bags is ten, but I had more than that in mine.  There are photographs, candy, jewelry, a game, some figurines, a fortune from a fortune cookie, receipts from the store, some poetry and a small bottle of china paint.  Once we began piecing together the information, it was very surprising how much could be discovered from this pile about the owner. The class was surprised and could not wait to get started on collecting their own bag of items.  
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Studying the marbles without any information,n without sharing any information, went very well.  There were many differences between the marbles, and the class filled out their observations on KWL Charts.  Attachment 8 
Then they moved to the Vocabulary Worksheet #2.  Attachment 3   

Students completed the chart based on what each of the professionals might have to say about the marbles.  Later in the activity I did begin to give them the information that went with the marbles, but I wanted the class to experience how history is pieced together without previous information.
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