Attachment 9

Persuasive Appeals in Patrick Henry’s Speech


Name ___________________________________
Directions: The table below provides you with persuasive techniques and excerpts from Patrick Henry’s famous speech.  In the column to the right, explain how the excerpt provided is an example of that persuasive technique.  Be sure to explain both the excerpt and show how it uses the appeal provided.  (4 points each box)

	Persuasive Technique
	Speech
	Explanation of speech and persuasive technique used

	Appeal to Logic:  provides rational arguments to support a claim.  This technique often incorporates the use of statistics, figures, and facts.
	“Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for this accumulation of navies and armies?  No, sir, she has none.  They are meant for us; they can be meant for no other.”
	


	Appeal to Fear: This technique uses emotional words to convince you that if you do not support the campaign or use a product, some undesirable event will occur.
	“They (the armies and navies) are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry has been so long forging.  And what have we to oppose them?”
	

	Call to Action: gives the impression that you must act immediately!
	“If we wish to be free – if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending—if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained, we must fight!  I repeat it, sir, we must fight!”
	

	Emotional Words Appeal: appeals to your sensitivity, patriotism, or compassion.


	“I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!”
	


1.  Is this speech a primary or secondary source?  How do you know? (2 pts.)

	


2.  What is Patrick Henry’s perspective on the tensions with Britain?  Is he a Patriot, Loyalist, 

Neutralist, or British?  Use at least two examples from the text to support your response. 

4 pts.)

	


3. 
What is the purpose of Patrick Henry’s speech? (to inform, persuade, entertain)  Provide 

an example from the text to support your response. (2 pts.)

	


4.
Is Patrick Henry speaking to Patriots or Loyalists?  How do you know?  (2 pts.)
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