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	Focus Skills: (Verbs + Level of Bloom)  

What is it that the students need to be able to do at the mastery level?  


	Focus Concepts:  (Nouns – Content)

What are the discipline specific nouns used in the benchmarks/indicators?

	· explain


	Implied Verbs:
· defend

· present

· support
	· Bill of Rights

· freedom

· assemble

· petition 

· trial by fury

· counsel

· due process

· equal protection




	Vocabulary:  7-10 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.

	· assembly
· petition

· due process

· equal protection

· counsel

· rights

· bear arms


	Plan a specific way to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)
The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.

· jury

· press
· quartering soldiers










Essential Questions:  What are the 2-5 core questions for the unit? 


Engaging to students


Open ended


Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


Raises other questions  (Can and should be revisited)








When do individual rights conflict with the rights of the community or the nation?





What might happen when a government starts to restrict the rights of its citizens?











Benchmarks/Indicators (Include the full wording for the 2-4 requirements for the unit)


 


Standard:  History 


Benchmark:  


F.  Explain the political and economic challenges faced by the United States after the Revolutionary War and the actions that resulted in the adoption of the United States Constitution.





Indicator: 


A New Nation 


6.  Explain the challenges in writing and ratifying the United States Constitution including:


           c. the debate over the Bill of Rights.








Standard:  Government 


Benchmark: 


B.  Explain how the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, and the Northwest Ordinance have provided for the protection of rights and the long-term future of a growing democracy.





Indicator: 


**6.  Explain how specific provisions of the U.S. Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, limit the powers of government in order to protect the rights of individuals with emphasis on:  


	a. freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and petition;


	b. right to trial by jury and the right to counsel;


	c. due process and equal protection of the laws.  





Place a ( * ) by the Benchmark or Indicator being assessed on your Summative Assessment question.  	











Attachments: Each is a separate document. 


Attachment 1: Vocabulary Word Sort (team envelopes) 


Attachment 2: Bill of Rights - Current


Attachment 3: Original Bill of Rights


Attachment 4: Comparing two versions of the Bill of Rights


Attachment 5: Review and Application of the Bill of Rights


Attachment 6: Project





Resources:


Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz








Essential Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-3 at the core of the unit


Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which novices do not understand.  (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?  





A true democracy has the inherent duty to protect its citizens.





Controversies arise from the security of the nation as measured against the rights of an individual.














Summative Assessment: 


Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards


Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction


Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


Format: 


Extended Response question 


student exemplar response 


rubric





Target Benchmark:  Government B. 6





Summative Assessment Question:    


Identify two rights contained in the Bill of Rights and explain how they limit the powers of government in order to protect the rights of individuals.  (4 points)	





Sample Responses:  (not limited to the following)


 


The right to freedom of speech means that you can voice your own opinion. This includes speaking out against the government as a basic right.  The government cannot suppress different political viewpoints.





The right to freely assemble means that groups of people can gather together peaceably for reasons of their choice. The government cannot limit this as a form of protest or meeting.





The right of citizens to be protected from illegal searches or seizures.  The government cannot enter your home without a court ordered search warrant or justifiable cause.








Rubric:





4 Points


The student:


identified two rights found in the Bill of Rights (1 point for each)


wrote a thorough and complete explanation how each right limits the power of government in order to protect the rights of individuals.  (1 point for each)





3 Points


The student correctly completed 3 of the 4 requirements. 





2 Points


The student correctly completed 2 of the 4 requirements. 





1 Point


The student correctly completed 1 of the 4 requirements. 





0 Points


Student did not identify rights found in the Bill of Rights and how these rights limit the powers of government in order to protect the rights of individuals.

















 Formative Assessment:


  Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


  Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


  Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.  It is not used as a grade in the 


  grade book – rather it is for flexible grouping and planning the next steps in the unit.





 When you give a formative assessment, you need a follow-up plan for those who need intervention and those who already have an understanding of the concept. 





Vocabulary check (observation) Day 1





Discussion and questioning with Day 2 




















Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Day 3


Distribute an original draft version of the Bill of Rights passed by the House of Representatives in August 1789. (primary source)  Attachment 3a-c  


Distribute the comparison chart.  Attachment 4  


Model Numbers 1-3 as a comparing process between the two versions of the Bill of Rights.  Emphasize the think-aloud steps that your mind is using as you model how you solved the comparison. 


Assign students into teams of 2-3 to complete #4-17 on Attachment 4.  The results will be reviewed on Day 4.


Review the vocabulary list and Bill of Rights chart.  Attachments 1 and 2











Day 4


Discuss and share the results of their analysis of the original House version of the Bill of Rights as compared to the current version.


Distribute and individually complete Attachment 5. 


Review the correct alignment between the given situation and the appropriate term.


Discuss results.


Review the Essential Understanding and the Essential Questions:


A true democracy has the inherent duty to protect its citizens.


When do individual rights conflict with the rights of the community or the nation?


What might happen when a government starts to restrict the rights of its citizens?











Day 5 (optional enrichment activity)


Create a Bill of Rights Booklet aligned to the criteria detailed in Attachment 6.











*Note: The summative assessment (extended response question) will be part of larger unit 


Test.








 I Can Statements:


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.   They are directly linked to the Benchmarks and Indicators. 





I can list and identify individual rights given to Americans in the First Amendment.


I can explain how there are restrictions to these rights for our safety.


I can describe how individuals accused of a crime are treated fairly.


I can explain why some of our Founding Fathers wanted the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution.








Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners: 


At the Knowledge/Remembering Level of Bloom


Includes vocabulary building


Establishing practice at recall and comprehension level


Includes experience with specified checkpoints


At the Application / Understanding Level of Bloom


Includes experiences with specified checkpoints.





Note:  Include your Checkpoints which drive flexible group instruction.





Preface:  (ONLY as needed)





Day 1 Frontloading the Unit


Read: Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz- pages 32-40.


Discuss the thoughts and concerns at the end of the American Revolution and how these lead to the Bill of Rights.


What were the framers of the Constitution afraid might happen if the Bill of Rights was not added?


Government might not automatically protect these rights.


How did the American Revolution influence these amendments?


The British took away many of these rights when the Americans considered themselves loyal British citizens.


Introduce and discuss the Essential Understanding:  A true democracy has the inherent duty to protect its citizens.   How does this apply to the framers of the Constitution? 


  


Vocabulary Activity:  


Place students in groups of two and distribute vocabulary envelopes with the cut words and their definitions.  Attachment 1


Match the terms and their definitions. They will be given only about 7-8 minutes to make their best attempt. 


Discuss their answers and their reasoning. 


Give students the correct answers. They can either copy the definitions or distribute an uncut version of Attachment 1.








Day 2 


Distribute Attachment 2.


Read the ten amendments together as a class and determine what rights are identified in each amendment. 


Column 1 is the main idea of the amendment. 


Column 2 is the most basic meaning. 


Column 3 would list any restrictions of that particular right. (freedom of speech in all three columns is modeled on the chart)


Introduce and discuss the Essential Questions:


What might happen when a government starts to restrict the rights of its citizens?  


When do individual rights conflict with the rights of the community or the nation?


How do these questions apply to today's assignment? 


Emphasis during the discussion that sometimes the rights of individuals have been compromised for the best interests of society.  (common good)


Discuss the results as a class. 





























Extension/Enrichment Experiences:  


Include enrichment for each specified checkpoint








See Day 5 and Attachment 1


















































Frontloading Experience:


Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


This is an awareness experience. It can include children's books, video clip – 1 to 5 minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc. 





Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz- pages 32-40


Read and discuss the thoughts and concerns at the end of the American Revolution and how this lead to the Bill of Rights.





See the details on Day 1.







































































Interdisciplinary Connections: 





The primary source document Attachment 3 could be reviewed in Language Arts.  It’s interesting that “s” is only sometimes printed as an "f".  Some of the wording is difficult and it may be advantageous to have some of the grammar and vocabulary looked at before Day 3.





The enrichment activity Attachment 1 would be connected with Art as students create picture representations for each amendment.
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