

Attachment 4


 The Plains and the Pampas Text 

Name _______
________________

In the flat, rolling land of the pampas of South America and the plains of North America, the earliest people survived by hunting and gathering. The name “la pampa” comes from South American Indian languages and means “flat surface” or “level land.”

Both of these almost treeless, grassland regions fall into temperate (seasonal) climate zones, with warm to hot summers and mild to cold winters. Grasslands such as these experience a drier climate toward the west with more precipitation toward the east. In South America, the pampas are located in central and northern Argentina and stretch into Uruguay. In North America, the plains or prairies are found between the Rocky Mountains on the west and the Mississippi River on the east. These plains extend north from the United States into Canada. The region closest to the Rockies is known as the Great Plains.

In the pampas, native people were forced from the region when Spanish settlers came and began to establish cattle and sheep ranching and crop and dairy farming. It is easier to clear flat land with few trees for agriculture (farming) rather than forests. The land is fertile, or good for growing crops, and wheat, soybeans and corn are important products.

In the plains of North America, other Indian groups were descendents of the hunter-gatherers. There were many groups with different lifestyles, languages and religions. Some groups established permanent farming villages. This was usually the case in the more eastern plains. Others continued nomadic lives, moving from place to place. This lifestyle was more typical in the Great Plains where it was too dry to raise crops. Tipis made of sewn-together buffalo skins were their mobile shelters. Dogs dragged the folded tipis and other belongings on “travois,” sled-like structures made of poles and leather.

Horses were added to Indian culture after being brought to the Americas by the Spanish. At first, the Spanish did not want native people to have the advantage of horses. Indians began to capture Spanish horses, and eventually native groups captured them from each other or traded for them. With horses, Indians had a much easier time hunting buffalo, the natural resource that provided them with food, clothing, tools, and shelter. Almost every part of the animal was useful and not wasted.


This way of life on the North American plains came to a gradual end in the 1800’s. Settlers from the east, foreign immigrants and others came to the fertile farming and grazing lands. Railroads were built across the vast prairies. Buffalo were killed off in disastrous amounts or died from diseases carried by the new ranchers’ animals. Indian homelands and hunting grounds were taken for farms and cattle ranches. Natural grasses were burned off or plowed under to provide miles of farmland for wheat, corn, soybeans and other foods. European settlers had plows and draft animals that were successful in farming this heavier soil. Cowhands (cowboys) provided labor on the cattle ranches of the Great Plains in much the same way as the gauchos of the pampas. Interestingly, because of their great skill with horses, Indians have often worked as the cowboys and gauchos of North and South America.

Though thousands of miles apart, the grasslands north and south of the equator share common landform, climate and economic history. Human activity has been influenced by the natural resources of these regions.
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