Attachment 10

Iron Jawed Angles Discussion Questions:  Answer Key 
1.  What are a few of the reasons that some men and women had for opposing women’s suffrage (the right to vote)?  Answers could include:  women were uneducated about politics, a “woman’s place was in the home” and involvement in politics could take them away from their home responsibilities,  politics was “ugly” and women should be shielded from it, many women did not want to vote.
2.  When Ben Weissman asks Alice Paul, “what will women do with their vote? Reform politics?”   How does she answer?  
Alice says she doesn't see women's votes as any different from men's.  She doesn't know how women will vote and she doesn't care.  She does, however, reiterate that it is unfair and unconstitutional that women have no say in the laws, but must follow them.

3.  Explain how Alice Paul’s and Lucy Burn’s strategy was different from NAWSA’s?  

Paul and Burns supported a more aggressive campaign that tried to secure Wilson’s support for a federal amendment granting women suffrage.
4.  What does Ida Wells-Barnett (the African American suffragette) say to Alice Paul? How does Paul respond?  Wells-Barnett wants African-American women to march in the parade as equals.  Paul worries that doing so would upset the southern delegation; this could cause a rift in the women’s movement.  Paul, who herself is sympathetic to the issue of race, does not want to risk the greater goal of women suffrage.
5.  List some of the actions used by Alice Paul and the other suffragettes.  Answers could include: organizing a parade, passing-out information/flyers, publishing a newspaper, writing letters to newspapers, lobbying Congress, organizing protests in front of the White House, hunger strikes.
6.  How did WWI change the suffrage movement?  The war caused suffragists to rethink their strategy.  When the Civil War began fifty years earlier, women suspended much of their reform activities to aid in the more pressing crisis.  Some women felt World War I should also take precedence over suffrage, but Alice Paul and Lucy Burns decided to press on.  The war also led Congress to crack down on protesters, which in turn, contributed to the hostility directed toward the women who protested outside the White House.
7.  Describe Alice Paul’s interview with the prison psychiatrist.  

Alice Paul demonstrated to the psychiatrist that her hunger strike was not just the action of an insane woman, but a testament to her strongly held convictions.  She was able to convince him – and by extension, President Wilson – that the women’s calls for liberty and equality were similar to other Americans who had done the same and who have been hailed as heroes and patriots (like Patrick Henry).
8.  Summarize Woodrow Wilson’s position on women’s suffrage. 
Why does Wilson change his mind? Why does he believe Congress should also support suffrage for women?  He claimed he was not well-informed on the issue.  He also seemed to support a state-by-state campaign for suffrage as opposed to a federal Constitutional amendment.  He changed his mind, in part, due to the pickets and protests (including the hunger strike) by Alice Paul and her organization.  He later believed women’s service to the war effort earned them the right to vote.
9.  Explain the following quotes.  What did they mean in the context of the movie? How do you feel about each one?

a.  Ruza Wenclawska: “A vote is a fire escape.”  Answers will vary.  Students

should include some understanding that possessing the right to vote gives people

a voice in the government and its laws.  In the case of the factory workers, having a vote could enable them to elect lawmakers who might pass workplace safety laws.
b.  Woodrow Wilson: “We shall fight for the things which we have always carried

nearest to our hearts, for democracy, for the rights of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments.”   Answers will vary.
1..  When did Wilson say this?  As part of his arguments for entering the U.S. into

World War I.  He was speaking of the oppressed in Europe.
2.  How did the suffragists use it?  They turned his own words against him, pointing

out the hypocrisy of fighting for freedom and democracy in Europe when half of all

Americans – women – are denied full participation (suffrage) at home.
c.  Alice Paul: “Look into your heart. I swear to you, mine’s no different… You want

a voice in the government under which you live? So do I.”  Answers will vary. 

Students should include some understanding that Alice Paul is explaining to the

prison psychiatrist that women are not that different from men, that as citizens,

they too wish to have a voice in the government.  Throughout the movie, Paul

stressed how unfair it was that women must obey the laws but they have no voice

in who makes them. 
10. How does this video align to the Enduring Understanding:  As people face problems, they  

take action?   Answers will vary.
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