Attachment 9

Iron Jawed Angels 
Discussion Questions    



Name: _______________________________

1. What are some of the reasons that some men and women had for opposing women’s suffrage (the right to vote)?

2. When Ben Weissman asks Alice Paul, “What will women do with their vote? Reform politics?” How does she answer?

3. Explain how Alice Paul’s and Lucy Burn’s strategy was different from NAWSA’s?

4. What does Ida Wells-Barnett (the African American suffragette) say to Alice Paul? How does Paul respond?

5. List some of actions used by Alice Paul and the other suffragettes.

6. How did WWI change the suffrage movement?

7. Describe Alice Paul’s interview with the prison psychiatrist.

8. Summarize Woodrow Wilson’s position on women’s suffrage. Why does Wilson change his mind? Why does he believe Congress should also support suffrage for women? 

9. Explain the following quotes.  What did they mean in the context of the movie? How do you feel about each one?

a. Ruza Wenclawska: “A vote is a fire escape.”

b. Woodrow Wilson: “We shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest to our hearts, for democracy, for the rights of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments.” 
1. When did Wilson say this?

2. How did the suffragists use it? 

c. Alice Paul: “Look into your heart. I swear to you, mine’s no different… You want a voice in the government under which you live? So do I.”

10. How does this video align to the Enduring Understanding:  As people face problems, they take action?
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