Attachment 3


World Suffrage Map Discussion Questions:
Answer Key


Use the following questions to facilitate a whole class discussion.

1. In what parts of the world (countries, regions, or continents) did women receive the right to vote before 1920? 
	· Australia 

· New Zealand 

· Scandinavia

· Canada
	· The United States

· Russia/USSR

· and much of Northern Europe




a. What do these countries/regions have in common that might explain why they enfranchised women before other parts of the world did? 
Many of them are democracies; the USSR “preached” equality even though they were communists.  This is the industrial world where in many cases women were working; women were more educated.
2. In what parts of the world (countries, regions, or continents) did women receive the right to vote after 1945?
	· much of Africa 

· Southern and Southeast Asia
	· Mexico 

· parts of Latin America




a. What do these countries/regions have in common that might explain why they enfranchised women later than other parts of the world? 
· Much of Africa achieved independence in this period; overall these areas of the world industrialized much later. 
· You could defend the position that WWII increased calls for democracy and equality.

· Women in these areas may not have been as informed or inspired by the feminist movement in the U.S. 
· Later, television and mass media may have helped to spread the idea of gender equality throughout the world.

3. Which parts of the world have never enfranchised women? 
· Saudi Arabia and some other parts of the Middle East
a. Why do you think they took this position concerning women?   
· Women have fewer rights overall.
· Religious customs restrict their involvement. 
· You could speculate that the limited support of democracy in this 

region limits and does not support the idea of voting in general. 
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